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F O R W H I C H I AM A N A M B A S S A D O R I N B O N D S : T H A T 

T H E R E I N I M A Y S P E A K B O L D L Y . A S I O U G H T T O S P E A K . 

In order to get the c o n n e c t i o n , l e t u s see 

how C o n e y b e a r e and Ho w s o n t r a n s l a t e v e r s e s 18-

2 0 , Continue to pray at every season with all 

earnestness of supplication in the Spirit; and 

to this end be leatchful with all perseverence 

in prayer for all the saints; and for me, that 

utterance may be given me, to open my mouth and 

make knovn with boldness the mystery of the 

Glad-tidings, for which I am an ambassador in 

fetters. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as 

I ought to speak. 

In this v e r s e 20 does P a u l m e a n to say that 

h e i s in b o n d s b e c a u s e of p r e a c h i n g the m y s ­

tery? W a s this something that was forbidden and 

P a u l g o t c a u g h t at it? C a n you find a n y w h e r e 

that Paul was ever p e r s e c u t e d or imprisoned for 

preaching the gospel of the dispensation of the 

mystery? T h e n we m u s t look for some o t h e r r e a ­

son f o r t h e b o n d s . P a u l c l a i m s t h a t h e i s a 

p r i s o n e r of J e s u s C h r i s t , a p r i s o n e r o f the 

Lord , n o t a p r i s o n e r o f t h e R o m a n E m p i r e . C a n 

it b e t h a t P a u l r e a l i z e s that this i s the w a y 

that G o d i s s u p p o r t i n g him in t h i s m i n i s t r y ? 

H e i s given food and shelter free by the p o w e r s 

that be wh i l e e n g a g e d in t h e g r e a t e s t p a r t o f 

his ministry. T h e r e i s n o r e l i a n c e on the saints 

in t h e v a r i o u s c h u r c h e s f o r h i s s u p p o r t . D i d 

Pau l ever ask for d o n a t i o n s , c o l l e c t i o n s , o r 

su p p o r t for the w o r t h y c a u s e i n w h i c h h e l a ­

bored? Paul w a s s u p p o r t e d by the v e r y g o v e r n ­

m e n t which later was to fall u n d e r the i m p a c t 

of Christianity. 

Paul an ambassador, b u t where w e r e his c r e ­

dentials? B o n d s ? T h i s r e f e r s p a r t i c u l a r l y to 

the chain w h i c h f a s t e n e d t h e p r i s o n e r to t h e 

g u a r d . P a u l w a s a l e g a t e f r o m a P r i n c e , b u t 

with no worldly pomp and t r a p p i n g s . 

T h e word therein m e a n s the m y s t e r y , n o t the 

bo n d s . T h a t in or for t h e m y s t e r y h e m a y h a v e 

b o l d n e s s to s p e a k . P a u l h a d a m e s s a g e that no 

one else has ever had. T h e whole responsibility 

of m a k i n g t h i s g l o r i o u s g o s p e l k n o w n to t h e 

world was given to t h i s p r i s o n e r in R o m e , t h e 

c a p i t a l o f t h e w o r l d ( i f n o t t h e w i c k e d e s t 

c i t y ) . 

B e i n g an ambassador, Paul strove to be true 

to h i s office and pe r f o r m h i s duties r e g a r d l e s s 

of c i r c u m s t a n c e s . B u t b e i n g in the flesh, even 

as you and I, h e asks f o r p r a y e r that he m a y 

be b o l d to s p e a k w h a t h e o u g h t to s p e a k . I s 

that a good example for u s to emulate? 

A n d so the question m a y come to u s at times 

of m e d i t a t i o n ; What shall I speak? When shall 

I speak it? Do I have sufficient boldness? Do 

I feel my responsibility as a messenger of good 

news? And do I feel the weakness of the flesh 

and crave the prayers of the saints? 

Silly questions? All Scripture i s profitable, 

and if so, then i t must be a p p l i c a b l e . I f P a u l 

was so c o n c e r n e d about g e t t i n g o u t the tr u t h 

even when in a R o m a n p r i s o n , j u s t h o w are you 

and I going to ex c u s e o u r s e l v e s for n e g l e c t i n g 

this great gospel of salvation, to preach it? 

Will a folding of the h a n d s , a sleeping bring 

us the \YD (well done)? 

W H O W A S P A U L ? # 2 

I f Paul w e r e p r o c l a i m i n g the dispensation of 

the m y s t e r y a t A c t s 1 3 , then why d i d h e m e e t 

with and discuss h i s gospel with the other a p o s ­

tles at J e r u s a l e m (Ac IS)? Do you think for a 

m o m e n t that when P a u l c a m e into p o s s e s s i o n of 

the g r e a t s e c r e t h e w o u l d h a v e e n t e r e d into a 

c o n f e r e n c e w i t h t h o s e who w e r e p r e a c h i n g t h e 

k i n g d o m ? W h a t w o u l d t h e y k n o w o r u n d e r s t a n d 

about it? 

I f Paul w e r e g i v e n t h i s m y s t e r y to p r e a c h 

during A c t s , then why does h e h o l d out for the 

hope of h i s he a r e r s the ho p e of Israel? Why does 

h e speak of the archangel who stands for Israel 

in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the co m i n g of t h e L o r d (Da 

12:1,2)? W h y d o e s h e sp e a k of the m i n i s t r y of 

an g e l s w h e n t h e y are m i n i s t e r i n g s p i r i t s for 

the heirs of salvation? All these and m a n y m o r e 

that P a u l s p o k e a b o u t d u r i n g A c t s do n o t c o n ­

cern the church of the mystery at all. 

I f Paul w e r e p r o c l a i m i n g a go s p e l o f g r a c e 

to both J e w and G e n t i l e during any part of A c t s , 

then w h y d o e s h e b r i n g in j u d g m e n t s on t h o s e 

t h a t t r a n s g r e s s (Ac 1 3 : 1 1 ; I C o 1 1 : 2 9 , 3 0 ; ITi 

1:20, etc)? 

I f Paul w e r e p r e a c h i n g a g r a c e g o s p e l to 

both J e w and G e n t i l e any time d u r i n g A c t s , then 

w h y d i d h e go o u t o f h i s w a y to s h o w to t h e 

Ch r i s t i a n s in J e r u s a l e m that he still o b s e r v e d 

the law (Ac 21:20-26)? 

I f Paul w e r e p r o c l a i m i n g the g r e a t d i s p e n ­

sation of the m y s t e r y at any time during A c t s , 

then why did h e go to the temple or any of the 

s y n a g o g u e s w h e r e t h e w a l l of p a r t i t i o n w a s 

still up (see E p h 2:14)? 

I f Paul w e r e a m i n i s t e r of the dispensation 

o f the m y s t e r y at any t i m e d u r i n g A c t s , t h e n 

why did he expect to be among those living when 

the L o r d c o m e s to set u p H i s k i n g d o m (ICo 15: 

51-52)? 

I f Paul were h e r a l d i n g the d i s p e n s a t i o n of 

th e m y s t e r y at any t i m e d u r i n g A c t s , h o w d i d 

h e g e t all m i x e d u p and say t h a t t h e G e n t i l e 

believers were p a r t a k e r s of the spiritual b l e s s ­

ings of Israel (Ro 15:27)? 

I f Paul w e r e p r e a c h i n g d u r i n g A c t s t h i n g s 

that h a d been h i d in G o d from ages and g e n e r a ­

tions, how come he said that h e spoke n o n e other 

things than what w e r e i n M o s e s and the prop h e t s , 

and at the very last r e a s o n e d with the J e w s from 

M o s e s and the pr o p h e t s (Ac 26:22,23; 28:23)? 

I f Paul w e r e m a k i n g k n o w n a g r e a t s e c r e t 

that had been h i d in G o d from ages and gene r a ­

tions during h i s mi n i s t r y in Ac t s , then why dur­

ing that time did h e n o t mention such things as; 

blest with all spiritual blessings in the heav-

enlies - seated with C h r i s t in the heavenlies -

desiring an earlier resurrection from among the 

d e a d - t h a t C h r i s t w a s t h e H e a d o f a c h u r c h 

w h i c h w a s H i s b o d y - that J e w and G e n t i l e h a d 

been r e c o n c i l e d to each other and then r e c o n ­

c i l e d in o n e b o d y to G o d - t h a t t h e r e w a s a 

p r o m i s e in C h r i s t m a d e b e f o r e t h e a g e s b e g a n 

that there would be life? 

V/ho was Paul? T h a t i s our q u e s t i o n . W e can 
see that h e pr e a c h e d a doctrine that differed in 

no essentials from that of the 12. Y e t Paul was 

different. H o w was he different? 

361 



26 TRUTH FOR lODAY 

T H E K I N G D O M G O S P E L 

M a d e a difference between Jew and G e n t i l e . 

Was to the J e w first. 

Said that the meek shall ''inherit the earth. 

W a s accompanied by s i g n s . 

A c k n o w l e d g e d C h r i s t as K i n g . 

H a d been p r o p h e s i e d in the O T . 

Abraham h e a r d i t and was g l a d . 

L o o k e d forward to C h r i s t c o m i n g at the l a s t 

trumpet. 

H o p e d for the day when M i c h a e l , the arch-angel 

would stand up for his p e o p l e ( I s r a e l ) . 

F o r e t o l d a t r i b u l a t i o n for the siibjects of 

the kingdom some day. 

P o i n t e d to t h e c o m i n g o f C h r i s t w i t h H i s 

holy angels to set up a k i n g d o m . 

I n c l u d e d water baptism, a J e w i s h r i t e . 

A d d e d a n e w significence to the P a s s o v e r . 

I s to be p r o c l a i m e d by the 12 in the kingdom 

accompanied by water baptism in the triune n a m e 

of Father, Son, and H o l y S p i r i t . 

W a s to be p r o c l a i m e d i m m e d i a t e l y by the 12 

which they did. 

L o o k e d to t h e d a y t h a t the u n c o n d i t i o n a l 

covenant with D a v i d would be fulfilled. 

Speaks of a M i l l e n n i u m . 

S p e a k s of a f o r m e r and l a t t e r r e s u r r e c t i o n 

of the saints. 

W a s p r e a c h e d to G e n t i l e s only after I s r a e l 

failed to hear i t . 

H a s for i t s r e q u i r e m e n t s for e n t r a n c e t h e 

sermon on the m o u n t . 

S a y s t h a t o n l y t h o s e t h a t a r e b o r n a g a i n 

will ever enter into or see the kingdom. 

I s only for those who will spend their r e s u r ­

rection life here on the earth. 

Speaks of angels in relation to its s u b j e c t s . 

D i s c o u r a g e d m a r r i a g e in view of the expected 

return of the K i n g . 

Warns of a counterfeit premillennial k i n g d o m 

which will p r e c e d e the real thing. 

W a s first p r e a c h e d to G e n t i l e s in the h o u s e 

of Cornelius the R o m a n centurian. 

C e a s e d to be p r o c l a i m e d when Israel was s e t 

a s i d e a n d the s a l v a t i o n of G o d s e n t to t h e 

Gentiles. 

W a s p r o c l a i m e d as b e i n g at h a n d by J o h n the 

Baptizer. 

W a s p r e a c h e d by our L o r d , the 1 2 , and t h e 

70 as being at h a n d then. 

I s found in Isaiah 5 3 . 

W a s p r e a c h e d b y P a u l t h r u o u t A c t s , to J e w 

first and then to G e n t i l e . 

Included the good n e w s about the N e w J e r u s a ­

lem which will come down to earth from h e a v e n . 

T e l l s us t h a t the s e e d of the s e r p e n t will 

be destroyed by the Seed of the woman. 

Includes justification by faith. 

W a s p r o c l a i m e d by J e w s , never G e n t i l e s . 

W a s preached in the synagogues of the J e w s . 

Still left the u n c i r c u m c i s e d believers w i t h ­

out C h r i s t , aliens from I s r a e l , s t r a n g e r s from 

t h e c o v e n a n t s o f p r o m i s e , w i t h n o h o p e , a n d 

without G o d in the world. 

M a d e i t c l e a r t h a t t h e J e w s h o u l d w a l k b y 

law and the G e n t i l e by g r a c e . 

H a s n o p l a c e in the p r e s e n t a g e , b u t w i l l 

again b e p r o c l a i m e d some day in the f u t u r e . 

T H E E A R L Y A P O S T O L I C M I N I S T R Y 
W . J . M C K E O U G H 

Peter and Paul. E v e n i n the d a y s w h e n t h e 

apostles were h e r e in the flesh, seducers arose, 

p e r v e r t i n g the p u r e a p o s t o l i c d o c t r i n e . P e t e r 

says i n h i s 2 n d l e t t e r , ch. 2 , B U T T H E R E W E R E 

F A L S E P R O P H E T S A M O N G T H E P E O P L E , E V E N A S T H E R E 

S H A L L B E F A L S E T E A C H E R S A M O N G Y O U , WHO P R I V I L Y 

S H A L L B R I N G I N D A M N A B L E H E R E S I E S , E V E N D E N Y I N G 

T H E L O R D WHO B O U G H T T H E M . P a u l i s equally em­

p h a t i c . In A c 2 0 : 2 7 h e firmly d e c l a r e s I H A V E 

N O T S H U N N E D T O D E C L A R E U N T O Y O U A L L T H E C O U N S E L 

O F G O D ( t h e r e i s t h e r e f o r e a f u l l d o c t r i n a l 

p o s i t i o n in P a u l ' s w r i t i n g s a l o n e ) . H e c o n ­

t i n u e s : I K N O W T H I S , T H A T A F T E R M Y D E P A R T I N G 

S H A L L G R I E V O U S W O L V E S E N T E R I N A M O N G Y O U , N O T 

S P A R I N G T H E F L O C K . A L S O O F Y O U R OWN S E L V E S 

S H A L L M E N A R I S E , S P E A K I N G P E R V E R S E T H I N G S , TO 

DRAW AWAY D I S C I P L E S A F T E R T H E M . 

B u t for t h e f u l l y i n s p i r e d S c r i p t u r e s and 

their a p o s t o l i c t e s t i m o n y , w h a t a q u a g m i r e o f 

doubt and u n c e r t a i n t y w e w o u l d h a v e to flounder 

in! A b o v e all c r e e d s , sects and d e n o m i n a t i o n s ; 

a b o v e o u r o w n n a t u r a l b i a s a n d i n c l i n a t i o n s ; 

above all f o r m s of w o r s h i p ; we h a v e to appeal 

t o t h e W o r d o f t h e t r u t h o f G o d by w h i c h H i s 

S p i r i t h a s m a d e k n o w n to u s the m i n d and will 

of H i s p u r p o s e s , and j u s t p r e c i s e l y w h e r e w e , 

o u r s e l v e s fit i n t o t h e m . I f P e t e r d e c l a r e s a 

testimony to I s r a e l , and confirms that testimony 

from the p r o p h e t J o e l : if he i s d e c l a r e d to b e 

the minister to the Circumcision; while P a u l is 

appointed the apostle to the G e n t i l e s , r e c e i v i n g 

his ministry N O T O F M E N , N E I T H E R B Y M A N , B U T B Y 

J E S U S C H R I S T , A N D G O D T H E F A T H E R , WHO R A I S E D 

H I M F R O M T H E D E A D (Ga 1 : 1 ) , t h e n w e h a v e to 

d e t e r m i n e i n t o w h i c h o f t h e s e two c a t e g o r i e s 

w e fit. I t i s a p r o v e r b t h a t t h e J e w s h a v e n o 

d e a l i n g s with the S a m a r i t a n s ; are we to r e j e c t 

P e t e r i n o r d e r to f o l l o w P a u l ? B y n o m e a n s . 

When P e t e r says; I T is N O T L A W F U L F O R O N E T H A T 

I S A J E W T O C O M E U N T O O N E O F A N O T H E R N A T I O N . 

I a g r e e w h o l e h e a r t e d l y w i t h h i m . W h e n P e t e r 

refers m e to h i s B E L O V E D B R O T H E R P A U L . . . A C C O R D ­

I N G T O T H E W I S D O M G I V E N U N T O H I M ; I p r a i s e G o d 

for both P e t e r and P a u l , and turn to the l e t ­

ters which P a u l w r o t e , especially those written 

from prison, after the episode recorded in Acts 

2 8 : 1 7 - 3 1 . 

A s C h a r l e s H . W e l c h h a s p o i n t e d o u t : All 

Scripture is for us, but not all Scripture is 

about as. A l l t h e flowers in the g a r d e n d r a w 

their life and s u s t e n a n c e from the s a m e e l e ­

m e n t s , b u t h o w w i d e i s the r a n g e o f t h e i r 

h e i g h t , p u r p o s e and c o l o u r i n g , from the L I L I E S 

O F T H E F I E L D to t h e c e d a r s and p o p l a r s . So i t 

i s t h e s a m e L o r d . N o w T H E R E A R E D I V E R S I T I E S 

O F G I F T S , B U T T H E S A M E S P I R I T : A N D T H E R E A R E 

D I V E R S I T I E S O F A D M I N I S T R A T I O N S , B U T T H E S A M E 

L O R D ; A N D T H E R E A R E D I V E R S I T I E S O F O P E R A T I O N S , 

B U T I T I S T H E S A M E G oD W H I C H W O R K E T H A L L I N 

A L L (ICo 1 2 : 4 - 6 ) . 

Who could fail to be thrilled with the o p e n ­

ing chapters of the book of Acts? B u t i t is the 

c l o s i n g c h a p t e r t h a t opens our u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

to the r e a s o n w h y the J e w is m i s s i n g , and t h e 

G e n t i l e p r e d o m i n a n t i n t h e G o s p e l o f G o d ' s 

s a l v a t i o n w h i c h h a s b e e n t r a n s m i t t e d to u s 

through P a u l , the a p o s t l e to You Gentiles! 
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I N T E R R O G A T I O N S 

1 3 3 . What is the origin of Lent. Is it in 
the Bible? 

You will find this in E z e 8': 1 4 , b u t n o t by 

the n a m e o f L e n t . T h e r e it is the w e e p i n g for 

Tammuz. T a m m u z was the N i m r o d o f the B i b l e . H i s 

father was C a n a a n upon whom a c u r s e w a s l a i d . 

N i m r o d b u i l t B a b e l , N i n e v e h a n d o t h e r g r e a t 

c i t i e s (Ge 1 0 ) . A c c o r d i n g to t r a d i t i o n , S h e m 

k i l l e d N i m r o d o r T a m m u z b e c a u s e o f h i s r e b e l ­

lion against God and building up the Babylonian 

counterfeit religious system. B u t h o w e v e r that 

may b e , T a m m u z died and it was the c u s t o m for 

the d a u g h t e r s of the land to h o l d a p e r i o d of 

w e e p i n g e a c h year at a b o u t that t i m e . I t w a s 

p r o b a b l y in the e a r l y s u m m e r . S e e a r t i c l e on 

Easter in T h e T w o B a b y l o n s by H i s l o p . W h e n the 

c h u r c h t o o k t h i s h e a t h e n p r a c t i c e and m o v e d 

it up to p r e c e d e E a s t e r (worship of A s t a r t e ) , 

there was rebellion and bloodshed in the British 

I s l e s , e s p e c i a l l y in S c o t l a n d . B u t i t w a s 

forced u p o n the p e o p l e and the e x c u s e for it 

today is t h e 40 d a y s of f a s t i n g o u r L o r d d i d 

i n the w i l d e r n e s s p r e c e d i n g t h e t e m p t a t i o n . 

A v e r y flimsy e x c u s e for o b s e r v i n g a h e a t h e n 

superstition! 

134. D . Y . I have your tract from the Watch-

tower at hand, and note that they think that if 

there is a trinity, then it m.ust be 1 plus 1 

plus 1 which they say m.ust make 3. 

You cannot expect m a n y of the h e a t h e n to go 

much above simple a d d i t i o n . So the h e a t h e n did 

have in m a n y i n s t a n c e s 3 g o d s , or a t r i n i t y o f 

g o d s . B u t these gods c o u l d n e v e r be o n e . D i d 

you ever hear of exponents in mathmatics? I t i s 

a method by which a number can be multiplied or 

greatly expanded w i t h o u t d e s t r o y i n g its e s s e n ­

tial u n i t y . Y o u will find t h i s i l l u s t r a t e d i n 

D e 6:4, H E A R , 0 I S R A E L , J E H O V A H O U R E L O H I M I S 

O N E J E H O V A H . In that place Elohim is plural but 

the verb is singular. In M ' t 28 we find the b a p ­

tismal formula u s e s the s i n g u l a r form o f N A M E 

and then F a t h e r , Son, and H o l y G h o s t . So there 

is one n a m e but 3 p e r s o n s . T h e r e i s o n l y o n e 

i n d i v i d u a l , b u t t h r e e p e r s o n s . I n m a t h you 

would indicate that by 1 . If you work out this 

i n d i c a t e d n u m e r i c a l q u a n t i t y , h o w m u c h do you 

have, 3 or 1? B u t the natural heathen m i n d will 

continue to add, so do n o t worry yourself.. 

135. There are some who say that Christ was 

a creature, and that then He was given the 

power to create all else that was created. They 

quote especially Re 3:14 where it says that He 

is the beginning of the creation of God. How is 

this to be understood? 

T h e word beginning is arche. It is u s e d with 

angel to m a k e t h e w o r d a r c h a n g e l . T h a t - m e a n s 

the first or g r e a t e s t . In L u k e 12: 11 this w o r d 

in the plural is m a g i s t r a t e s . N o w back to R e 3: 

14; Fenton m a k e s it B e g i n n e r ; Y o u n g t r a n s l a t e s 

it Chief; M o f f a t has i t O r i g i n . A n o t e in the 

Douay version says it i s p r i n c i p l e s o u r c e a n d 

efficient c a u s e . V i n c e n t s a y s t h a t i t m e a n s 

Beginner or Author. T h e n R e 3:14 m u s t mean that 

C h r i s t i s the R u l e r of t h e c r e a t i o n o f G o d . 

Christ is the P r i n c e (same word, arche) of this 

w o r l d , b u t w a s j u d g e d , c a s t o u t , b u t c o m i n g 

again fjoh 12:31; 14:30; 1 6 : 1 1 ) . 
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T H I N G S I N E V E R K N E W # 4 

D E N T O N C . A B B E Y 

T h e n e x t w o r d t h a t n e e d s i n v e s t i g a t i o n is 

the word D A M N A T I O N . T h i s is from the Greek word 

krisis. O f the 48 o c c u r e n c e s in the N T , it i s 

t r a n s l a t e d judgment 5 1 t i m e s , damnation 3, ac­

cusation 2 , a n d condemnation 2. I t is o f t h e 

same r o o t as krino w h i c h i s t r a n s l a t e d judge 

some one h u n d r e d t i m e s . 

A c t u a l l y when you read thru all these refer­

e n c e s there is l i t t l e about this word to i m p l y 

that i t r e f e r s to a s e n t e n c e of any k i n d , b u t 

r a t h e r a j u d g i n g o r s o r t i n g o u t . L i d d e l l and 

S c o t t d e s c r i b e i t as; sorting out, choosing, 

judge, separate, e t c . I n fact krisis, the word 

used in J o h 5:29 for damnation, is the same w o r d 

used for judge and judgment in the n e x t v e r s e . 

T h i s then fits in w i t h w h a t w e said i n last 

m o n t h ' s a r t i c l e . T h e s e p e o p l e a r e b e i n g j u d g e d 

a c c o r d i n g to their w o r k s rather than for their 

s a l v a t i o n . ICo 3:13-15 deals w i t h this problem 

and I quote in p a r t , E v E R Y M A N ' S WORK S H A L L B E 

M A D E M A N I F E S T : F O R T H E D A Y (of the L o r d ) | S H A L L 

D E C L A R E I T . B E C A U S E I T S H A L L B E R E V E A L E D B Y 

F I R E ; A N D - - H E S H A L L S U F F E R L O S S ; B U T H E H I M -

S E L F S H A L L B E S A V E D ; Y E T A S B Y F I R E . 

A s far as I am c o n c e r n e d , t h e r u b i n t h e 

whole a p p r a i s a l o f this p a s s a g e comes w h e n w e 

try to p u t d o w n o n p a p e r t h e m e a n i n g of T H E 
R E S U R R E C T I O N O F L I F E a n d t h e R E S U R R E C T I O N O F 

J U D G M E N T . I t a p p e a r s to say h e r e in this p a s ­

sage that there are those who have no j u d g m e n t 

and are b r o t f o r t h to l i f e and t h o s e w h o are 

b r o t forth to j u d g m e n t . B u t then s o m e w h e r e in 

M ' t l 9 i t tells us that none is good. T h e L o r d ' s 

answer to the rich young ruler w a s , W H Y C A L L E S T 

T H O U M E G O O D ? T H E R E I S N O N E G O O D B U T O N E . T H A T 

I S . G O D . So if there is n o n e good but G o d , h o w 

can any man aspire to life w i t h o u t judgment? W e 

h a v e a r e f e r e n c e to t h i s i n H e 9:27 e v e n tho 

it m a y be a little out of context. 

So rather than a c o n t r a d i c t i o n , we reach an 

i m p a s s e , u n l e s s w e c a n s o l v e t h i s by o t h e r 

S c r i p t u r a l h e l p . 

N o w let u s go b a c k to D a 12: 1, 2 o n c e m o r e . 

A n d I w i l l p a r a p h r a s e to s a v e s p a c e . At that 

time of trouble, thy people shall be delivered, 

every one written in the book of life. Many 

that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 

some to everlasting life, and some to everlast­

ing judgment. N o t i c e h o w this p a r a l l e l s w h a t we 

h a v e in J o h n 5? O n c e a g a i n w e h a v e 3 groups.. 

T h e first are d e l i v e r e d and s e e m n o t to c o m e 

into j u d g m e n t , while the n e x t group are divided. 

Even tho those that are delivered may be a l i v e , 

w h y do t h e y e s c a p e j u d g m e n t ? W h a t h a p p e n s to 

those who aren't delivered? A n d so in J o h n 5:24 

we h a v e a g r o u p d e l i v e r e d , and in v e r s e 29 a 

group j u d g e d and divided. 

So n o w the q u e s t i o n r e s o l v e s to j u s t this; 

are we dealing with two or m o r e different resur­

r e c t i o n s , or j u s t with m a n n e r of resurrection? 

O r c o u l d w e be t r y i n g to r e a d too m u c h i n t o 

t h e s e p a s s a g e s ? C o l 3 : 2 4 , 2 5 m a y h e l p . K N O W I N G 

T H A T O F T H E L O R D Y E S H A L L R E C E I V E T H E R E W A R D 

O F T H E I N H E R I T A N C E . . . B U T H E T H A T D O E T H W R O N G 

S H A L L R E C E I V E F O R T H E W R O N G W H I C H H E H A T H D O N E r 

A N D T H E R E I S NO R E S P E C T O F P E R S O N S . B u t all o f 

this m a y need m o r e study and examination. 
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In our first p i c t u r e , i t w a s J e w o n l y . B u t 

when the v a r i o u s J e w i s h centers began to f a i l , 

the Gentile came forward and was grafted in. So 

we have both J e w and G e n t i l e in the p i c t u r e in 

n u m b e r 2. B u t n o w the J e w h a s b e e n set a s i d e 

and the s a l v a t i o n of G o d is s e n t to the G e n ­

tiles. Ihe m y s t e r y h a s been made k n o w n . 

So the p i c t u r e a b o v e s h o w s the c o n d i t i o n s 

t h a t p r e v a i l t o d a y . G o d is n o w t a k i n g o u t o f 

the n a t i o n s of the e a r t h a c h u r c h . T h i s church 

h a s no p a r t in t h e k i n g d o m t h a t w a s p r o m i s e d 

to I s r a e l . I n s t e a d , it h a s a h o p e of b l e s s i n g s 

in the h e a v e n l i e s . 

A n d today, the believer is not under the law 

w h i c h was for I s r a e l , b u t w a l k s b y g r a c e . H e 

i s e x h o r t e d , b u t n o t c o m m a n d e d . W h a t he d o e s 

for G o d is thru l o v e and f r e e w i l l , n o t by any 

demands or coercion. 

B u t n o w s i n c e we h a v e c o v e r e d t h e 3 p h a s e s 

of the Acts m i n i s t r y , i t i s well that the reader 

search to see what t h i s m y s t e r y is t h a t is for 

us Gentiles, a m y s t e r y hid in G o d from ages and 

generations, b u t r e v e a l e d thru the apostle P a u l . 

T h i s cannot be done by f o l l o w i n g a leader, b u t 

by study and t e a c h i n g of t h e H o l y S p i r i t . 

T H E E D I T O R ' S D E S K 

T h i s m o n t h l y p u b l i c a t i o n is free to a n y o n e 

anywhere upon r e q u e s t . We beg of our readers to 

look a b o u t them a n d if t h e y k n o w of any t h a t 

m i g h t b e i n t e r e s t e d , s e n d us t h e i r n a m e s a n d 

a d d r e s s e s a n d w e w i l l do t h e r e s t . 

W e still have a few c o p i e s of the Companion 

B i b l e in m a r o o n b u c k r a m , r e g u l a r B i b l e p a p e r , 

at $15 e a c h p o s t p a i d . 

W e a r e p l e a s e d to be a b l e to a n n o u n c e that 

T h e F o x V a l l e y B e r e a n B i b l e C l a s s o f N e e n a h , 

W i s . is now p u t t i n g on a w e e k l y radio p r o g r a m 

f e a t u r i n g a s e r i e s o f t a p e s by S t u a r t A l l e n . 

The program is 30 m i n u t e s and may be heard each 

S u n d a y e v e n i n g 6 to 6:30 o v e r s t a t i o n W N A M , 

1280 k c (5M w a t t s ) . 

M a r k your c a l e n d a r b e f o r e you f o r g e t i t --

t h e a n n i v e r s a r y is on M a y 3 r d t h i s year h e r e 

at our h o m e as u s u a l . I t will be from 1 to 5 in 

the a f t e r n o o n . T h i s w i l l e n d 16 years for t h e 

T F T B i b l e c l a s s w h i c h b e g a n in 1 9 4 8 . 

Several of our foreign friends forget to put 

enough p o s t a g e on their letters. T o avoid delay 

and p o s s i b l e r e t u r n of the letters, be sure you 

know the rate. 

W e h a v e s o m e n e w t a p e r e c o r d e r s h e r e at a 

much reduced p r i c e , so m u c h so that we dare n o t 

a d v e r t i s e t h e m . B u t w r i t e , if y o u n e e d a r e ­

c o r d e r . W e h a v e n e w s for y o u . 

T F T h a s a r a d i o p r o g r a m from s t a t i o n W P K O 

e a c h T u e . a t 8 : 3 0 A . M . T h a t i s at W a v e r l y , 

O h i o . T u n e to 1 3 8 0 k c . 

B i b l e c l a s s at t h e h o m e of t h e e d i t o r e a c h 

T u e . nite at 7 : 3 0 . L o c a t i o n , first house w e s t of 

junction of roads 600W and lOOS, back a lane. 

B e r e a n T a p e R e c o r d i n g M i n i s t r y ( B T R M ) , b o x 

3 2 4 9 , S c o t t s d a l e , A r i z . A s k for l i s t and p l a n 

for b o r r o w i n g tapes on B i b l e s u b j e c t s . 

S i n c e we s p e n d c o n s i d e r a b l e time away from 

home w o r k i n g , v i s i t o r s should let us k n o w w h e n 

they p l a n to c o m e so w e can p l a n our w o r k t o o . 

W e h a v e no r e g u l a r h o u r s , so w e can take care 

o f those that c o m e in O K . 

Y o u r editor is O s c a r M . B a k e r . T h e p h o n e i s 

(area 219) U L y s s e s 8 - 2 6 8 4 . 
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