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mw IS THE MYSTERY? 
This question has heen asked 

many times. The subject i s new t o 
so many people. I t h i n k i t w e l l t o 
go ever and over the m a t e r i a l on i t 
so t h a t a l l may understand. 

The DQTstery was a sec r e t . The 
Greek word i s MUSTERION. meaning a 
secret t h a t i s h i d u n t i l a time 
comes to reve a l i t . There are se
v e r a l secrets mentioned i n the 
B i b l e , such as; the mystery of i n i 
q u i t y , the mystery o f godliness, 
the mystery of C h r i s t , and others. 
The mystery t h a t we are consider
ing here i s the one t h a t Paul es
p e c i a l l y emphasizes i n Ephesians 
and Colossians. I f you read these 
two e p i s t l e s c a r e f u l l y you w i l l r e 
cognize my quotations from them 
even tho I do not mention chapter 
and verse each time. 

This secret was given by a 
speci a l dispensation of God t o the 
apostle Paul. Paul i n t u r n was t o 
make i t known t o the s a i n t s and 
f a i t h f u l i n C h r i s t Jesus. A l l t h i s 
happens a f t e r Paul has completed 
h i s three missionary journeys and 
a f t e r h i s a r r e s t i n Jerusalem. I t 
could not have been b e f o r e , f o r a t 
Jerusalem Paul declared t h a t up t o 
th a t time he had taught n o t h i n g be
yond what was i n the Law and the 
Prophets. What he had taught, then 
was no secret. But the mystery 
which was h i s theme l a t e r v/as one 
t h a t had been h i d from ages and 
generations and had been h i d i n 
God. 

One phase of the mystery which 
had been h i d was t h a t God would 
some day deal d i r e c t l y w i t h the 
Gentiles instead of t h r u I s r a e l . 
Prom the time t h a t I s r a e l l e f t 
Egypt u n t i l e i g h t years a f t e r the 
death of the Lord i t was impossible 
f o r a Gentile t o be saved except by 
being circumcised and becoming a 
Jew. I n Acts 10 Peter used the 
keys which had been given t o him 
to unlock the door of the kingdom 
to the Gentiles. This happened a t 
the home of Cornelius, Wone of the 
12 had preached to Gentiles before 

t h i s , neither did they a f t e r t h i s , 
Per.er prepared the way f o r Paul 
who was the apostle t o the Gen
t i l e s . Hcwever during the r e s t of 
the Acts p e r i o d , the Ge n t i l e was 
a g r a f t e d i n o l i v e branch, a w i l d 
one. He received h i s b l e s s i n g and 
p o s i t i o n from the root which was 
the Jew. I t was a time when the 
Jew was f i r s t . During t h i s time a 
Ge n t i l e could be saved and belong 
to the church of God i f he observed 
f o u r t h i n g s ; 
1. Abstain from meats offered t o 

i d o l s 
2. Abstain from blood 
3. Abstain from things s t r a n g l e d 
4. Abstain from f o r n i c a t i o n . 

These Gentiles could become the 
s p i r i t u a l c h i l d r e n o f Abraham and 
partake o f the promise. They were 
warned th a t they might be plucked 
out i f they did not bear f r u i t . 

But v/hen the mystery was made 
known, the Jew was no lohger f i r s t . 
The G e n t i l e had no dependence on 
the Jew f o r any b l e s s i n g or p o s i 
t i o n . I n the church which i s the 
body o f C h r i s t , Jew and Gentile 
are equal. God i s now b u i l d i n g a 
temple. I t i s made o f l i v i n g 
stones. I t grows. Jew and Gen
t i l e are b o t h j o i n t - h e i r s w i t h 
C h r i s t on an equal f o o t i n g . There 
are no i n e q u a l i t i e s o f g i f t s as i n 
the Acts p e r i o d . 

Before the r e v e l a t i o n of the 
mystery i t was known th a t the Lord 
was seated w i t h the Father i n His 
throne, but i t was not known t h a t 
some day a body o f b e l i e v e r s would 
be blessed i n t h a t place. The hope 
of the church today i s t o be mani
f e s t e d w i t h Him i n Glory. Kever 
before had man any expectation o f 
f u t u r e b l e s s i n g anywhere b u t on the 
e a r t h . Fo one i n the Old Testament 
expected to gc t o heaven when they 
died. Those of the Acts p e r i o d d i d 
expect to be caught up i n the a i r 
t o meet the Lord -vfcen he came, but 
they would come back t o earth w i t h 
Him immediately t o be w i t h Him i n 
the s e t t i n g up of the kingdom. 

Another t h i n g t h a t had been kept 
secret was t h a t the members o f the 
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body would be sealed u n t i l the day 
of redemption ( r e s u r r e c t i o n ) . This 
s e a l i n g i s the witness o f the Holy 
S p i r i t . This seal cannot be brok
en. This i s a l l accomplished w i t h 
out any requirements such as church 
membership, ordinances, pajnnont of 
dues, or any other t h i n g man may 
t h i n k up to impose on one whom the 
t r u t h has set f r e e . 

-oOo-
HOPE 

THE HOPE OP ISRAEL v/as t o be 
resurrected and possess the land 
promised to t h e i r f a t h e r s . They 
had the ten comTiandments, diverse 
l3,ws and ordinances, and circum
c i s i o n . There i s n o t h i n g i n the 
Old Testament about men going t o 
heaven a f t e r death. 

THE HOPS OF THE CHURCH OF GOD 
v;as t o becaught up, e i t h e r dead or 
a l i v e , i n t o the n.ir t o meet and 
come back w i t h the Lord when He 
comes to set up h i s kingdom on the 
e a r t h . This church was made up of 
both Jev/ and Gentile w i t h the Jew 
f i r s t . There were two f a i t h s , and 
tv/o gospels. The middle v.'3,ll o f 
p a r t i t i o n was between. They were 
to observe water baptism and the 
Passover. They were s t i l l subject 
to the law, (except Gentiles as i n 
a r t i c l e b e f o r e ) . 

THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH YffllCH IS 
THE BODY OF CHRIST i s t o have an 
e a r l i e r r e s u r r e c t i o n , t o be caught 
up i n t o the super-her.vens and man
i f e s t e d w i t h Him i n Glory. This 
i s His coronation whore He i s made 

I King of Kings nnd Lord of Lords. 
This happens before e i t h e r the hope 
of I s r a e l of that o f the church o f 
God. 

That leaves the nations which 
v/ere before Abraham and a l l since 
Abraham which are not included i n 
the three groups above to appear a t 
the Great V.'hite Throne. There are 
then f o u r f u t u r e r e s u r r e c t i o n s . I n 
which w i l l you appear? YJhat i s 
your hope? 

-oOo-
ATTEHD BIBLE CLASS 

Each Sunday r.fternoon I teach a 

B i b l e class a t my own home. This 
i s 6 miles west o f Ifersaw on the 
Harrison Center road. Or i t i s 
4 mi l e s south of Atwood and 7 miles 
northeast of Mentone. The time i s 
2:30. You ?re welcome. The th i n g s 
you read i n t h i s l i t t l e paper are 
the conclusions of hours of study 
and d i s c u s s i o n i n classes. 

-oCo-
MALEFACTOR OR THIEF? 

V/hioh was i t , one of the male
f a c t o r s o r one of the t h i e v e s who 
received the promise of paradise 
on Calvary? This i s the question I 
asked my r a d i o audience Oct. 26th. 
I promised an answer i n t h i s paper. 
I f you read the account c a r e f u l l y 
as made by Luke you w i l l f i n d t h a t 
two raalefactora were LED WITH HIM 
out t o the place o f execution. One 
r e v i l e d . The other rebuked the 
f i r s t . There i s no word here about 
repentance. He must have known the 
Lord before t h i s and something of 
the charges against Him, f o r he 
sai d t h a t the Lord had done nothing 
f o r which he should s u f f e r . That 
i s some i n d i c a t i o n t h a t he may have 
b e l i e v e d t h a t t h i s was the C h r i s t 
some time b e f o r e . 

But when we read the account by 
Matthew, we read nothing about any 
malefactors or anybody else being 
l e d out w i t h Him. But a f t e r they 
had hanged Him on the t r e e and had 
gambled f o r His garments, THEN WERE 
THERE TWO THIEVES CRUCIFIED WITH 
HIM. Both thieves r e v i l e d . There 
i s not a word about e i t h e r o f the 
thieves repenting or b e l i e v i n g . 

Then we can answer the f i n a l 
question I asked over the a i r ; How 
many were executed t h a t day on Cal
vary? There were f i v e ; the Lord, 
two malefactors, and two t h i e v e s . 

I have asked t h i s question Just 
to show how c a r e l e s s l y we read. Ve 
should be very c a r e f u l t h a t we read 
the Word j u s t as i t i s , nothing 
added, nothing taken away. When we 
read t r a d i t i o n s and p e c u l i a r be
l i e f s i n t o the V.'ord, we get back 
only confusion. More questions w i l l 
f o l l o w . W i l l be glad t o have you 
w r i t e i f you have any comments or 
any questions. 



PARADISE - WHAT I S IT? BHSICEU MEETim 
The f i r s t paradise mentioned was 

on the e a r t h . Man l o s t i t t h r u s i n 
and dieohedience. 

I t i s a place where man and 6cd 
can d w e l l together. I t i s a place, 
not a s t a t e of heing. I t i s a place 
where the r e s u r r e c t e d w i l l l i v e . 
Therefore i t i s f u t u r e . I t i s the 
new e a r t h spoken of i n Revelation. 
Peter also spoke of the new heavens 
and new e a r t h wherein d w e l l e t h 
righteousness. The question w i l l 
a r i s e as to who w i l l have a p a r t i n 
paradise. 

Our minds immediately go hack t o 
Luke's gospel where the malefactor 
was promised a place w i t h h i s Lord 
i n paradise. He asked f o r a place 
i n the kingdom, hut i n s t e a d of that 
request heing granted, he was 
assured o f paradise. Why? 

His request concerning the k i n g 
dom could not he granted. He was a 
Gen t i l e . Peter had not yet opened 
the door of the kingdom to the Gen
t i l e s . I n such a case the male
f a c t o r could not have a r e c u r r e c t i 
e a r l y enough to get i n t o the k i n g 
dom. As d i d Joh, he must w a i t f o r 
the Great l^Tiite Throne. This i s 
a f t e r the heavens and e a r t h pass 
away. 

Paradise i s not the millennium. 
I t comes a f t e r the millennium. The 
r e b u i l t Jerusalem of the golden 
age or millennium was promised t o 
the Jews- I t i s the theme of the 
prophets. But i t i s not paradise, 
i t i s the kingdom. 

I n paradise w i l l he the New 
Jerusalem which w i l l come down from 
heaven l i k e a b r i d e adorned f o r her 
husband. Hero w i l l be the t r e e of 
l i f e again. There w i l l be no more 
sea. Paradise w i l l be-a new hea
ven and earth w i t h no remembrance 
of former things t o mar the enjoy
ment of i t . This i s the hope of 
the church of God of the Acbs 
period. I t i s e s s e n t i a l l y Jewish, 
altho Gentiles known as the s p i r i 
t u a l seed of Abraham w i l l bo there. 
The gates w i l l have the name of the 
12 apostles on them. I t i s pro
mised to the overcomers o f Rev. 2 
and 3. 

-oOo-

The Bremen class eponsored a 
s p e c i a l meeting a t the town h a l l 
Sept. 27. They had as speaker, 
O t i s Q. S e l l e r s o f LOB Angeles, 
C l a i f . There was an I n t e r e s t e d 
audience o f 5 0 or maybe more. 
The teacher of the Bremen cl a s s i s 
Mr. A. 0. Bowser. 

-oOo-
VmSAW CLASS 

We have had some assure us t h a t 
they would a t t e n d a class i n War
saw i f we had one. However no 
place has been found a v a i l a b l e 
ye t t o h o l d i t . 

-oOo-
THE GODHEAD 

Many seem t o be confused about 
the t r i u n e God. I t i s something 
d i f f i c u l t t o e x p l a i n . But God i s 
manifest by the t h i n g s He has made 
and maybe I can e x p l a i n i n a crude 

io^/ay something of the meaning of 
the t r i n i t y . 

Wiitor i s a chemical combination 
of two g-ises, oxygen and hydrogen. 
The chemical formula i s HpO. I t 
appears i n three d i f f e r e n t s t a t e s , 
s o l i d , l i q u i d and gT.s. The gas i s 
steam, which i s i n v i s i b l e . God i n 
His essence i s i n v i s i b l e . Wo man 
hath seen Him i n t h a t aspect at any 
time. He also appeared as a mater
i a l b eing, the son of man. The 
apostles handled the Word o f T r u t h . 
Water c r y s t a l i r . e d i s s o l i d , 3o here 
was God c r y s t a l i z e d so t h a t man 
might knov/ Him. He could be vre-
ceived and f e l t by the senses of 
the c r e a t u r e , "Water also is a 
l i q u i d . Oil i s the &yml)ol of the 
Holy S p i r i t poured out upon man. 
He i s also God i n another form. 
There i s one God, but Ho can be 
spoken of as having three s t a t e s 
or m a n i f e s t a t i o n s . 

I t i s f i t t i n g t h a t we should go 
to c r e n t i o n t o f i n d evidence of the 
c r e a t o r I t i s His handiwork. I t 
i s also t r u e t h a t the Creator must 
l i m i t Himself i f He i s t o r e v e a l 
Himself t o the c r e a t u r e . 

-oOo» 



A QUESTION 
Quite o f t e n a question oomes up 

i n the B i h l e classes v/hich i s a 
d i f f i c u l t one f o r me t o answer. I 
w i l l give y j u my o p i n i o n based up
on what i n f o r m a t i o n I have from the 
Word. I say i t i s my o p i n i o n , f o r 
I f i n d no d i r e c t i n f o r m a t i o n or 
istatement about i t . 

The question i s ; V/hat w i l l be 
the d e s t i n y of a l l the C h r i s t i a n 
i;eople today who do not accept the 
iteachirg, of the Word concerning the 
body of C h r i s t , who are l o o k i n g f o r 
ithe r a p t u r e instead of the mani
f e s t a t i o n i n Glory, v/ho p r e f e r t o 
jobserve ordinances of another d i s -
ipsnsation, and v̂ ho look forward t o 
loeing blessed i n f a i t h f u l Abrrsham 
jinate?od of i n C h r i s t ? 
I There i s ample evidence th•^t 
i p o & i t i o n and b l t s t s i n g are taken by 
I f a i t h . Heb. 11 h-ia q u i t e a b i t on 
tha t question. I f one deny the 
t r u t h and refuse to take h i s place 
i n the p o s i t i o n o f f e r e d , he w i l l 
not have t h a t p o s i t i o n . That hns 
•been my conclusjion. Since I s r a e l 
'has been set aside and the church 
of God discontinued u n t i l t h i s d i s 
pensation i s completed, there i s 
no chance of one today having the 
[hope of the kingdom or of the rap
t u r e , which i s the hope of the 
church of God. So f a r as I can see 
the only t h i n g l e f t i s to come up 
i n the Great V/hite Throne Judge
ment . 

I f i n d no reason f o r b e l i e v i n g 
t h a t a l l who are i n t h a t judge
ment are l o s t . Job and the male
f a c t o r are two at l e a s t t h a t w i l l 
be i n i t and we are not t o b e l i e v e 
they are going t o be destroyed. 

This w i l l give you some idea o f 
why I am so earnest i n g e t t i n g out 
the message t o everybody about the 
MYSTERY and the HOPE. Paul was con
cerned about the same t h i n g . Read 
h i s prayers i n Eph. 1 and 3, P h i l . 
1 and Col. 1. -oOo-

RADIO BIBLE CLASS 
TRUTH POR TODAY 

I have now given 5 radio pro
grams beginning Sept. 28th. 

I am t a k i n g up Ephesians verse 
by verse. Next week begin w i t h 
1:9. 

In two or three weeks those i n 
Chicago, Toledo, Grand Rapids, and 
other places up t o 150 or more 
mil e s aviTay w i l l be able to hear. 
Present i n f o r m a t i o n i s t h a t the 
power then w i l l be 36,200 w a t t s . 

I am broadcasting over s t a t i o n 
\mSW (Warsaw, Ind) which uses M 
o n l y . The time i s every Tuesday 
n i g h t a t 7:15 CST. 

I appreciate the l e t t e r s and 
cards you have sent. I f I do not 
r e p l y t o your communication, drop a 
card, f o r I intend t o answer every 
one. I f your copy i s marked SjiMPLE 
and you want i t to come r e g u l a r , 
send me a card. 

TRUTH FOR TODAY Sec. 562, P.L.& R. 
c/o Oscar M. Baker 
R#2, Warsr-w, Ind. 
U. S. A. 
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