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COITGRBGATIOir OF I S R A E L ) , -INTERPRETATION-

God h a s spoken- He h a s s p o k e n 
h y H i s h o l y Word. He s a i d what He 
m e a n t . He meant what He s a i d . To 
t r y t o i n t e r p r e t p l a i n f a c t s i s 
f o o l i s h n e s s . Any i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
t h a t man may t r y t o p u t upon any­
t h i n g God h a s w r i t t e n w i l l i n v o l v e 
e i t h e r a d d i n g t o o r t a k i n g f r o m . 
An i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s a n i d e a o r 
t h o u g h t s u g g e s t e d h y what i s w r i t ­
t e n . I f i t d i f f e r s i n t h e l e a s t 
f r o m what i s w r i t t e n , i t i s w r o n g . 
Man's ways a r e n o t God's w a y s . We 
may r e a s o n s o m e t h i n g o u t o u r way, 
and i t may seem r i g h t , h u t i t may 
h e t h e o p p o s i t e o f God's way. L e t 
u s f o l l o w a f t e r God, r e a d t h e V/ord 
f o r o u r s e l v e s , and b e l i e v e i t a s i t 
i s . A t t i m e s I may seem t o h e 
q u i h h l i n g a b o u t some u n i m p o r t a n t 
p o i n t o f S c r i p t u r e , b u t I am a i m ­
i n g a t making y o u s e e t h e impor­
t a n c e o f c a r e f u l r e a d i n g o f a l l 
S c r i p t u r e . I t i s e a s y t o r e a d a n 
i d e a i n t o a S c r i p t u r e p a s s a g e and 
t h e n r e a d i t r i g h t b a c k o u t a g a i n . 
An exasuple i s r e a d i n g i n t h e sirord 
WATER f o r t h e word DEATH i n Rom. 6 . 

-oOo-

-YEA, HATH GOD SAID-
T h i s i s a r h e t o r i c a l q u e s t i o n . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e r u l e s o f E n g l i s h , 
a q u e s t i o n mark i s n o t n e e d e d a f ­
t e r i t . When t h e SHIMTING ONE, 
i f f a c h a s h ) a s k e d i t o f t h e woman i n 
t h e g a r d e n , ( G e n . 3 : l ) t h e i m p l i ­
c a t i o n was p l a i n . He was q u e s t i o n ­
i n g t h e wisdom and goodness o f God. 
H i s p u r p o s e was t o i m p l a n t a d o u b t 
i n human mind a s t o t h e f a i r n e s s 
and j u s t i c e o f f o r b i d d i n g t h e f r u i t 
o f t h e t r e e . 

S a t a n s t i l l w o r k s a l o n g t h e same 
l i n e s . He i s t h e s l a n d e r e r . He 
would a c c u s e God. We must a l w a y s 
be on g u a r d l e s t h e w h i s p e r t o u s 
i n an u nguarded moment and c a u s e 
us t o c r i t i c i z e God. 

-oOo-
-TRADITION-

P r a c t i c a l l y e v e r y o r g a n i z a t i o n 
t h a t c a l l s i t s e l f a c h u r c h makes 
c l a i m t h a t i t had i t s b e g i n n i n g a t 
P e n t e c o s t . What do t h e y mean b y 
I H E CHURCH? We f i n d i n S c r i p t u r e 
c h a t t h e r e was a c h u r c h o f I s r a e l 
i n t h e w i l d e r n e s s , ( t r a n s l a t e d THE 

T h e r e was 
a CHURCH OF GOD d u r i n g t h e A c t s 
p e r i o d . T h e r e i s a c h u r c h w h i c h i s 
H I S BODY i n t h e p r i s o n e p i s t l e s . 
W hich b e g a n a t P e n t e c o s t ? Or d i d 
a n y b e g i n t h e n ? I f y o u c a n f i n d a 
word o r e v e n a h i n t i n y o u r B i b l e 
t h a t a n y c h u r c h b e g a n a t P e n t e c o s t , 
I w o u l d l i k e to know a b o u t i t . I 
h a v e n o t b e e n a b l e t o f i n d i t i n 
m i n e . 

T h e y a l s o t e l l u s t h a t G e n t i l e s , 
a s w e l l a s J e w s w e r e s a v e d i n t h e 
g r e a t m e e t i n g o f P e n t e c o s t . What 
do e s t h e Word s a y a b o u t i t ? I t 
d o e s s p e a k o f J e w s f r o m 14 d i f f e r e n t 
n a t i o n s b e i n g t h e r e , b u t I do n o t 
f i n d a word c o n c e r n i n g G e n t i l e s . 
No Jew a t e w i t h a G e n t i l e u n t i l 
A c t s 1 0 , ( s e e A c t s 1 1 : 3 ) . P e t e r h a d 
t o h a v e a s p e c i a l c a l l a n d v i s i o n 
t o open t h e kingdom t o t h e G e n t i l e s 
8 y e a r s a f t e r P e n t e c o s t . 

No J e w i s h b e l i e v e r e v e r h a d t h e 
s l i g h t e s t i d e a t h a t A G e n t i l e c o u l d 
b e s a v e d w i t h o u t f i r s t b e c o m i n g a 
Jew u n t i l P e t e r h a d t o g i v e a n a c ­
c o u n t o f h i s a c t i o n s a t t h e h o u s e 
o f C o r n e l i u s b e f o r e t h e e l d e r s i n 
J e r u s a l e m . I n c h a p t e r 10 t h e y w e r e 
amazed when t h e y saw t h a t t h e H o l y 
G h o s t was p o u r e d o u t on t h e Gen­
t i l e s a s i t h a d on t h e J e w s a t 
P e n t e c o s t . I n c h a p t e r 11 we r e a d , 
"They h e l d t h e i r p e a c e , a n d g l o r i ­
f i e d God, s a y i n g , 'Then h a t h God 
a l s o t o t h e G e n t i l e s g r a n t e d r e -
p e n t e n c e u n t o l i f e . ' " 

W h i c h s h a l l we b e l i e v e , v a i n 
t r a d i t i o n o r t h e p l a i n t r u t h o f 
God's Word? 

-oOo-
- I S I T A PARABLS?-

About e v e r y t i m e t h e s e a s o n s 
c h a n g e we a h e a r a sermon on t h e 
s t o r y o f t h e r i c h man and L a z a r u s . 
Y o u h a d b e t t e r r e a d i t a g a i n . I t 
i s i n L u k e 1 6 . A l w a y s , w i t h o u t any 
v a r i a t i o n , t h i s s t o r y i s c i t e d a s 
a c t u a l f a c t , s o m e t h i n g t h a t r e a l l y 
h a p p e n e d . They make d e d u c t i o n s a n d 
c o n c l u s i o n s a s i f t h i s w e r e p l a i n 
s p i r i t u a l t r u t h , e v e n i n s p i t e o f 
t h e f a c t t h a t s u c h a p o i n t o f v i e w 
n u l l i f i e s e v e r y o t h e r S c r i p t u r e on 
t h e same s u b j e c t . The o n l y way 
t h e y c a n make a n y o t h e r S c r i p t u r e 
suTiport what t h e y r e a d i n t o a n d o u t 

IS 
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o f t h i s p a s s a g e i s to t a k e a t e x t 

o ut o f i t s c o n t e x t and make i t 

mean s o m e t h i n g e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t . 

O t h e r S c r i p t u r e i s p l a i n i n i t s 

s t a t e m e n t s c o n c e r n i n g t h e s t a t e o f 

t h e d e a d . 

L e t us examine some n e a r and 

remote c o n t e x t s o f t h i s s t o r y i n 

i L u k e . F o r e x a m p l e , M a t t . 13:34; 

" A l l t h e s e t h i n g s s p a k e J e s u s un­

to t h e m u l t i t u d e i n PARABLES; and 

w i t h o u t a PARABLE s p a k e He n o t un­

to them." The a u d i e n c e w h i c h made 

up t h o s e who h e a r d t h e s t o r y o f t h e 

r i c h man and L a z a r u s was p u b l i c a n s 

and s i n n e r s { l 5 : l ) and P h a r i s e e s 

( 1 6 : 1 4 ) . T h i s was t h e m u l t i t u d e 

to v/hich He s p o k e i n p a r a b l e s . 

Now a n e a r e r c o n t e x t i s L u k e 

8:10; "Unto y o u (He i s s p e a k i n g t o 

H i s d i s c i p l e s ) i t i s g i v e n to know 

th e m y s t e r i e s o f t h e kingdom o f 

God: b u t to o t h e r s i n PARABLES; 

t h a t s e e i n g t h e y m i g h t n o t s e e , and 

h e a r i n g t h e y m i g h t n o t u n d e r s t a n d . " 

Nowhere do we f i n d t h e L o r d g i v i n g 

o ut s p i r i t u a l t r u t h to t h e P h a r i ­

s e e s , and t h i s p a s s a g e i n L u k e i s 

no e x c e p t i o n . 

The p a r a b l e i s so p l a i n and t h e 

meaning so o b v i o u s t h a t i t s c a r c e ­

l y n e e d s any i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . The 

( P h a r i s e e s got t h e p o i n t . I t was a 

b i t t e r p i l l o f t r u t h f o r them t o 

h a v e to s w a l l o w . I t j u s t added 

i n v/ith o t h e r t h i n g s t h e y h a d l a i d 

jup a g a i n s t t h e L o r d w h i c h f i n a l l y 

i ended i n t h e i r c r u c i f y i n g Him, 

I See w h e t h e r y o u c a n g e t t h e t r u e 

m e a n i n g . V/ho i s r e p r e s e n t e d by t h e 

r i c h man? «/ho were g e t t i n g r i c h a t 

t h a t t i m e a t t h e e x p e n s e o f t h e 

poor anyway? Vi/ho i s r e p r e s e n t e d by 

i a z a r u s ? Vfliat was t h e d u t y o f t h e 

r i c h t o w a r d t h e p o o r a c c o r d i n g t o 

the l a w ? What does t h e p u r p l e 

s i g n i f y ? The l i n e n ? D i d t h e 

P h a r i s e e s h a v e nny r i g h t to e i t h e r 

t h e p u r p l e o r l i n e n ? What i s h e l l ? 

( S t u d y SHEOL and HADES a s u s e d i n 

t h e Word o f God) \7here i s i t ? 

V/hat i s meant by Abraham's bosom? 

I f i t was a c t u a l l y a p l a c e , what 

was i t b e f o r e Abraham? V/hat does 

t h e g r e a t g u l f r e p r e s e n t ? Do we 

h3.ve any s u c h c a s t e s y s t e m s i n t h e 

ifforld t o d a y ? 

Now maybe you c a n s e e how t h e 

f 

L o r d condemned t h o s e w i c k e d P h a r i ­

s e e s r i g h t o u t o f t h e i r own m o u t h s . 

D i d n o t v e r s e 31 f i n a l l y p r o v e 

to b e t r u e o f even t h e s e v e r y J e w s ? 

-oOo-

-THE D I F F E R E N C E -

Most p e o p l e s u p p o s e t h a t t h e 

d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n Jew and G e n t i l e 

i n S c r i p t u r e i s a r a c i a l o n e . A 

c l o s e e x a m i n a t i o n r e v e a l s t h a t s u c h 

was n o t t h e c a s e . The d i f f e r e n c e 

was b e c a u s e o f p r o m i s e s . n o t a d i f ­

f e r e n c e o f r a c e . The Jews w e r e 

S e m i t e s ( f r o m S h e m ) . They were 

Hebrews ( d e s c e n d e n t s o f E b e r o r 

H e b e r ) . The A r a b s a r e f r o m t h e same 

r o o t . T h o s e t o whom p e r t a i n e d t h e 

p r o m i s e s w e r e c h i l d r e n o f Abraham 

t h r u I s a a c , t h r u J a c o b , and t h r u 

t h e 12 s o n s o f J a c o b . 

The Jews w e r e , " . . . . I s r a e l i t e s ; 

t o whom p e r t a i n e t h t h e a d o p t i o n , 

and t h e g l o r y , and t h e c o v e n a n t s , 

and t h e g i v i n g o f t h e l a w , and t h e 

s e r v i c e o f God, and t h e PROMISES; 

1 ^ 0 s e a r e t h e f a t h e r s , a n d o f whom 

a s c o n c e r n i n g t h e f l e s h C h r i s t 

came." Rom. 9 : 4 , 5 . 

A l l o t h e r s w e r e , " G e n t i l e s . . . . 

who a r e c a l l e d t h e U n c i r c u m c l s i o n 

by t h a t w h i c h i s c a l l e d t h e C i r c u m ­

c i s i o n i n t h e f l e s h made w i t h h a n d s ; 

T h a t a t t h a t t i m e y e w e r e w i t h o u t 

C h r i s t , b e i n g a l i e n s f r o m t h e com­

monw e a l t h o f I s r a e l , and s t r a n g e r s 

f r o m t h e c o v e n a n t s o f PROMISE, 

h a v i n g no h o p e , a n d w i t h o u t God i n 

t h e w o r l d . " E p h . 2 : 1 1 , 1 2 . 

Now Romans v/as v / r i t t e n d u r i n g 

t h e t i m e o f t h e GHUHCF OF GOD w h i c h 

ended a t t h e end o f t h e t i m e c o v e r e d 

by A c t s . E v e n t h e n t h e r e was no 

d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n Jew and G e n t i l e 

a s f a r a s s i n and s a l v a t i o n w e r e 

c o n c e r n e d . B o t h h a d s i n n e d and 

come s h o r t o f t h e g l o r y o f God. 

B u t p o s i t i o n a l l y i t was t h e Jew 

f i r s t . 

B u t now, a s shown i n E p h e s i a n s , 

t h i s p o s i t i o n h a s b e e n c h a n g e d . 

I n t h e c h u r c h w h i c h i s H I S BODY 

t h e r e i s no d i f f e r e n c e i n p o s i t i o n . 

The m i d d l e w a l l o f p a r t i t i o n h a s 

b e e n b r o k e n down. The f a r o f f a r e 

made n i g h . B o t h a r e h e i r s and j o i n t 

h e i r s w i t h C h r i s t , n o t Abraham. 

A l l members a r e e q u a l . 

-oOo-
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THE BELLY-GOD 

Would you have ever thot that a 
Chr i s t i a n could be an enemy of the 
cross? Not a l l enemies are on the 
outside; some are w i t h i n . 

"For many walk, of whom I have 
told you often , and now t e l l you 
even weeping, that they are the 
enemies of the cross of C h r i s t : 
whose end i s d e s t r u c t i o n , whose 
God i s t h e i r b e l l y , and whose glory 
i s t h e i r shame, who mind e a r t h l y 
things." P h i l . 3:18,19. 

Here Paul i s speaking of those 
who are believers and c a l l e d C h r i s ­
t i a n s . They are the ones who have 
a walk. But they do not walk wor­
thy of t h e i r c a l l i n g . Paul i n t h i s 
same context speaks of h i s own ex­
ample. He al s o speaks of some 
whose walk must not be imitated. 
He i s not t a l k i n g of the unsaved. 
They would be no snare to the Phi-
lippians who run for a p r i z e . 

These are b e l i e v e r s who have 
been redeemed by the precious blood 
of the Lamb. They are saved. They 
are j u s t i f i e d . But they have not 
gone on to r e a l i z e the deeper 
teaching of the c r o s s . They have 
not learned the circumcision of the 
f l e s h . Poor unfortunates, t h e i r 
God i s t h e i r b e l l y . Their mind i s 
set on earthly things. The word 
DESTRUCTION here means s p o i l , mar, 
or deprave. I t i s somewhat par a l ­
l e l with I Cor. 3:15-17. There 
we f i n d some who have b u i l t of the 
wrong m a t e r i a l . Their work i s l o s t 
in the f i r e . They are saved, yet 
as by f i r e . 

The teaching of the cross i n ­
volves s e l f - d e n i a l . To take up our 
cross and follow Him means to give 
up the world, not to mind e a r t h l y 
things. I t even involves loving 
Him more than any person or thing 
on t h i s earth. Such teaching i s 
foolishness to them that p e r i s h . 
A worldly person can never under­
stand why anybody would deny him­
s e l f anything. The cross means the 
c r u c i f i x i o n of the f l e s h . 

So a believer may indulge him­
s e l f i n the f l e s h and f a i l to walk 
s p i r i t u a l l y , and by his influence 
and example become an enemy of the 
c r o s s . The end of such i s l o s s . 

The man who l i v e s h i s l i f e f o r 
h i m s e l f , who seeks to save i t f o r 
his s e l f i s h d e s i r e s w i l l lose a l l 
joy of l i f e . The man who loses h i s 
l i f e i n the s e r v i c e of the Lord, 
( I mean to l i v e unto God, not to 
die) w i l l f i n d l i f e and joy i n 
l i v i n g i t . 

The f a i l u r e of the redeemed 
I s r a e l i t e s , including Moses, to 
enter the promised land was be­
cause they drew back to destruction 
or l o s s . 

There i s a threefold f a i l u r e 
that cause them to be enemies of 
the c r o s s . T h e i r God i s t h e i r 
b e l l y . They glory i n t h e i r shame. 
Things of the earth occupy t h e i r 
mind. But can a b e l i e v e r have an 
idol or a god? Beware of cove-
teousness which i s i d o l a t r y . Never 
y i e l d your members unto s i n , but 
unto God. 

B e l l y ; how can that be a God? 
When you are c a l l e d f o r a c e r t a i n 
l i n e of duty f o r the Lord, do you 
shrink and s a y , "Well, one must 
make a l i v i n g . " Man does not l i v e 
by bread alone. We are not to be 
too anxious about what we are to 
eat or drink. Eve was tempted 
when she saw something that looked 
as i f i t would be good to e a t . The 
I s r a e l i t e s i n the wilderness were 
murmuring because of something to 
eat . Our Lord's f i r s t temptation 
was i n the realm of something to 
ea t . Can one become so fond of 
good eating that he w i l l become a 
glutton and make a God of h i s b e l l y ? 
I t seems so. 

Can a bread-and-butter reason 
be back of some of our f a i l u r e s ? 
Let us be caref u l that we do not 
glory i n shame. The Lord endured 
the c r o s s , despising the shame. 
Let us not mind e a r t h l y t h i n g s , 
but keep our eyes on the p r i z e of 
the high c a l l i n g . 

I t i s r i g h t that we should be 
d i l i g e n t i n business. I t i s r i g h t 
to provide f o r the family. I t i s 
r i g h t to labor with the hands. But 
business, family c a r e s , and the 
things necessary to d a i l y l i f e must 
not take f i r s t p l a c e . Let us not 
be as Martha, but as Mary. 

-oOo-

1 7 
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-THE EDITOR'S DESK-
I t i s j u s t a bout a s "badly c l u t ­

t e r e d up a s e v e r . T h i s week I 
ha v e a n s w e r e d some l e t t e r s r e c e i v e d 
i n S e p t e m b e r . J u s t a b o u t t h e t i m e 
I t h i n k t h e end i s i n s i g h t , some 
more bob u p . B u t we a r e so g l a d t o 
h e a r f r o m f o l k s t h a t we want y o u t o 
keep r i g h t on w r i t i n g . 

Some t i m e ago a f a m i l y n e a r War­
saw s a i d t h e y would l i k e t o a t t e n d 
a B i b l e c l a s s i n V/arsaw, i f I g o t 
one s t a r t e d . No one i n Warsaw y e t 
ha s v o l u n t e e r e d t o open h i s home 
f o r t h e c l a s s f o r a few w e e k s , so 
we a r e s t i l l w a i t i n g . Maybe y o u 
have s o m e t h i n g to s u g g e s t a l o n g 
t h i s l i n e . 

We s t i l l h a v e t h e c l a s s a t my 
home e a c h Sunday a f t e r n o o n a t 2 : 3 0 . 
Some new f o l k s came i n d u r i n g t h e 
i p s t month. Of c o u r s e i f t h e l a n e 
h e r e d r i f t s f u l l o f snow, we may 
have t o s k i p a m e e t i n g . I t i s 
about -J m i l e l o n g and g e t s b a d 
s o m e t i m e s . I f y ou come f r o m War­
saw on #25 tow a r d Mentone, t u r n 
w e s t a t t h e s e c o n d c r o s s r o a d s and 
go f o u r m i l e s . T h a t w i l l p u t y o u 
a t about my l a n e w h i c h goes s o u t h 
from t h e r o a d . F o r some t i m e we 
have b e e n f o l l o w i n g t h e g e n e r a l 
t o p i c o f " A l l T r u t h . " 

You a r e welcome t o come t o t h e 
VRSW s t u d i o s when I b r o a d c a s t on 
Tuesdpy n i g h t s . A few h a v e d r o p ­
ped i n and we were g l a d t o h a v e 

them come. 
I f t h i s p a p e r i s marked SAtilPLE 

on t h e f r o n t p a g e , i t i s p r o b a b l y 
t h e o n l y one y o u w i l l g e t u n l e s s 
y o u w r i t e a s k i n g t o h a v e i t s e n t 
r e g u l a r l y . A p o s t a l c a r d w i l l d o . 
T h e r e i s no c h a r g e f o r i t . I am 
g l a d t o b e o f any h e l p t o y o u . 

I f y o u h a v e some f r i e n d s t h a t 
y o u w o u l d l i k e t o h a v e on t h e m a i l ­
i n g l i s t , j u s t s e n d me t h e names 
and a d d r e s s e s . 

The p u r p o s e o f TRUTH FOR TODAY, 
th e p r i n t e d w o r d , t h e r a d i o m i n i s ­
t r y , and t h e B i b l e c l a s s e s , i s t o 
ge t y o u to s t u d y t h e B i b l e . I n i t 
a r e g r e a t t r e a s u r e s w h i c h y o u may 
n e v e r h a v e s u s p e c t e d were t h e r e . 
Most c u l t s h a v e s u b s t i t u t e d some 
o t h e r book o r books f o r t h e B i b l e . 
The d e n o m i n a t i o n s h a v e m o s t l y f o l ­
l o w e d t h e same e x a m p l e . I n most 
Sunday S c h o o l s t h e y s t u d y f r o m a 
q u a r t e r l y m a g a z i n e w i t h t h e n o t e s 
and comments t h a t a r e p u t out b y 
th e l e a d e r s o f t h e c h u r c h . T h a t 
way much t r u t h c a n be s u p p r e s s e d , 
and i t w i l l n e v e r be u s e d a s a 
s u b j e c t o f s t u d y i n t h e Sunday 
S c h o o l s . I t i s j u s t a n o t h e r way 
o f k e e p i n g p e o p l e f r o m knowing 
t h e i r B i b l e s . Many who h a v e gone 
to Sunday S c h o o l f o r y e a r s c a n n o t 
r e a d i l y f i n d r e f e r e n c e s i n t h e 
B i b l e . They h a v e no i d e a where 
many o f t h e book s o f t h e B i b l e a r e » 
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