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-THE PAST YEAR-
Last year was a year of 'begin

nings f o r us. I t was a'bout l a s t 
A p r i l t h a t we begstn the class at 
Hiy home. I remember t h a t some 
f o l k s came from beyond Plymouth t o 
the f i r s t meeting. Then i n J u l y 
came out the f i r s t issue o f the 
paper, TRUTH JOB. TODAY. We managed 
to get out one each month, making 
6 issues f o r 1948. 

Last s p r i n g I began s u b s t i t u t i n g 
f o r Mr. Bowser, who teaches the 
class i n Bremen, and kept t h a t up 
Ti n t i l i n Septem'ber. Sept. 27, Mr. 
Otis Q. S e l l e r s , Bi'ble teacher and 
e d i t o r o f THE WOHD OF TRUTH, spoke 
to the class i n Bremen a t the town 
h a l l . 

My f i r s t 'broadcast was given 
over s t a t i o n WRSW Sept. 28, Four
teen of these weekly programs were 
given i n 1948. 

A f t e r a l l the b i l l s were pa i d 
f o r 1948 we had a 'balance l e f t i n 
the hank of #77.06, or almost s u f -
f i c e n t t o run us 2 months. We are 
th a n k f u l t h a t t h i s could "be accom
p l i s h e d w i t h o u t making any appeals 
f o r money. The Lord provides. 

-oOo-
-ALL TRUTH-

Just a'bout 20 years ago, a l i t 
t l e magazine came t o my a t t e n t i o n , 
j u s t how I came t o get i t I do not 
rememher. Anyway i t d i d not l a s t 
long and was discontinued i n 1932. 
But i n i t I came across the t r u t h 
of r i g h t d i v i s i o n o f the Word. I t 
was 'brot out t h a t there was a d i s 
t i n c t chsinge of dispensation a t the 
end of Acts. I t was made p l a i n 
t h a t there was a d i f f e r e n c e 'between 
the church of God d u r i n g the Acts 
period and the church which i s His 
Body d u r i n g the present p e r i o d , I 
saw f o r the f i r s t time t h a t there 
was a d i f f e r e n c e between the b r i d e 
and the body of the Bridegroom. 

But t h i s Was not by any means 
the most important t h i n g I fo\ind 
out. I discovered t h a t I had been 
teaching and hoping i n the wrong 
hope. I d i d not take up r e a d i l y 
w i t h t h i s new teaching. I had a l 
ready been exposed t o enough f a l s e 
teaching t h a t I had learned t o 

Watch my step and search the Word 
of God t o prove a l l t h i n g s . I had 
had some valuable B i b l e courses i n 
college and had read my B i b l e from 
almost the time I learned t o read. 
So i t took me about 10 years to 
work out and formulate an o u t l i n e 
of the main dispensations so t h a t 
e v e r y t h i n g i n the Word would f i t i n 
wi t h o u t any c o n t r a d i c t i o n s . I was 
f i n a l l y convinced t h a t Acts 28:28 
was a di s p e n s a t i o n a l d i v i d i n g l i n e . 
Then I saw p l a i n l y t h a t no church 
began a t Pentecost, as I had been 
taught. I t could not be proven by 
one statement from the B i b l e . The 
hard p a r t t o l e a r n and accept was 
the f a c t t h a t a f t e r Acts began a 
dispensation o f grace where salva
t i o n was a b s o l u t e l y a g i f t from God 
and f r e e from a l l works o f the law, 
such as church ordinances. 

The reason I had not r e a l i z e d 
these t h i n g s before was t h a t I had 
not n o t i c e d t h a t God had d e a l t i n 
a s p e c i a l way w i t h His people 
I s r a e l . I had made no d i f f e r e n c e 
between Jew and G e n t i l e . I had 
not seen t h a t there were s e v e r a l 
f u t u r e r e s u r r e c t i o n s instead of 
j u s t one. I d i d not see t h a t there 
were d i f f e r e n t spheres or places o f 
b l e s s i n g i n the r e s u r r e c t i o n s . I 
t h o t a l l good f o l k s went to heaven 
and the D e v i l got the r e s t . I t was 
hard t o admit t h a t I was a l l wrong. 
I t would have been easier t o have 
lesirned i t r i g h t i n the f i r s t place 
instead of having to unlearn a l o t 
of t h i n g s and s t a r t i n g over. 

Then t o o , I had never had the 
r e a l peace o f f e l l o w s h i p w i t h my 
Lord u n t i l I b e t t e r understood His 
Word. Then I.began t o f i n d some of 
the unsearchable r i c h e s o f C h r i s t . 
My doubts and fears began t o melt 
away. I began to r e a l i z e t h a t His 
Holy S p i r i t was w i t h me and teach
ing me and l e a d i n g me i n t o the ALL 
TRUTH which had been promised. Now 
I am t r y i n g t o get others t o see 
and understand these t h i n g s t h a t 
they may have a j o y and peace i n 
t h e i r l i v e s which they have never 
known b e f o r e . But, above a l l , I 
want them t o have the hope of Col. 
3:4, MAHIFESTATION IN GLORY. 
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-PAITH-

F a i t h i s belie-ving what God has 
said and then conforming one's l i f e 
t o what God has s a i d . A mere be
l i e f may be passive, but f a i t h im
p l i e s a c t i o n . I might b e l i e v e t h a t 
there was a God, but i t might not 
b r i n g about any responsive a c t i o n 
on my p a r t . I might not b e l i e v e 
what He has s a i d . There are some 
people t h a t I b e l i e v e exists I 
have met them and t a l k e d w i t h them. 
I have heard them t a l k , but I have 
no confidence i n the t r u t h of what 
they say. Then I have no f a i t h i n 
them. 

God made some d e f i n i t e promises 
to Abraham. Abraham be l i e v e d what 
God s a i r i . I t was counted unto him 
f o r righteousness. That b e l i e f 
caused him to a c t . He acted as i f 
the things which God promised were 
a c t u a l l y going t o happen. He or
ganized h i s whole l i f e w i t h t h a t 
i n view. That i s why he l i v e d i n 
t e n t s , temporary d w e l l i n g s . He was 
l o o k i n g f o r a c i t y whose b u i l d e r 
and maker was God, which was going 
to be l e t down out of heaven some 
day. He f e l t t h a t he was only a 
p i l g r i m and a stranger here. He 
d i d not b u i l d a great mansion i n 
the c i t y and s e t t l e down as i f t h a t 
was a l l there was to l i f e . 

A person's actions and manner 
of l i f e soon betray h i s f a i t h . His 
heart w i l l be where h i s treasures 
are. 

F a i t h (the L a t i n i s CREDO, I 
b e l i e v e , hence c r e d i t ) i s based 
upon a promise of some k i n d . I t 
expects an a c t i o n of some k i n d from 
the one believed i n . 

I s r a e l i n the wilderness had a 
promise of a land f l o w i n g w i t h m i l k 
and honey. They d i d not b e l i e v e 
God. They sent i n spies to see i f 
i t could r e a l l y be t r u e . They were 
lo o k i n g f o r evidence. Maaiy today 
are the same. They c o n t i n u a l l y 
look f o r evidence and experience 
instead of having f a i t h i n what 
God has s a i d . Such are no b e t t e r 
than I s r a e l i n the wilderness. I t 
must be noticed t h a t only those r e 
ceived the promise who b e l i e v e d . 
The r e s t f e l l i n the wilderness and 

missed the j o y which was set before 
them. 

During the p e r i o d covered by 
Acts a new hope was o f f e r e d t o 
I s r a e l . This was a heavenly hope. 
T!hiB was another promised land. I t 
was only to those who were counted 
as s p i r i t u a l I s r a e l . I t was only 
to those who would b e l i e v e the Word 
and act upon i t . This hope was a 
great c i t y , the New Jerusalem. I t 
was to be obtained e i t h e r by an 
e a r l i e r r e s u r r e c t i o n than t h a t o f 
the Last Day or i f s t i l l l i v i n g 
they would experience being caught 
up i n t o the a i r t o meet the Lord 
along w i t h those who would be r e 
s u r r e c t e d . This was a d e f i n i t e 
promise. I t had to be b e l i e v e d and 
claimed by f a i t h , Nothing was 
s a i d about how they l i v e d other
wise. I t was not obtained by ajiy 
good works. Caleb and Jsohua d i d 
not enter Canaan because of t h e i r 
h e r o i c deeds, but because they had 
f a i t h . They b e l i e v e d what God had 
s a i d about the land and b e l i e v e d 
t h a t God would give i t to them. 
They would not h e s i t a t e t o enter 
i n upon the promise. I n each case 
i t was a matter of a d e f i n i t e pro
mise being made and the response 
of one who would claim i t i n f a i t h . 

So to I s r a e l i n the Old Testa
ment was o f f e r e d a land here on 
t h i s e a r t h . Those who had f a i t h 
w i l l i n h e r i t t h a t land some day i n 
r e s u r r e c t i o n . A f t e r the r e j e c t i o n 
of our Lord d u r i n g His m i n i s t r y , 
another hope was revealed. He 
would go and prepare a place f o r 
those who had f a i t h i n what He p r o 
mised. That place was i n heaven. 
That was a higher hope than ever 
was revealed i n the law and the 
prophets. I t was obtained only by 
f a i t h i n the promise. The apostles 
to the Circumcision preached t h i s 
same promise or gospel. Even Paul 
a t the f i r s t preached t h i s gospel. 
We have no record t h a t the 12 ever 
preached any other hope. Neither 
do we have any record t h a t the 12 
ever preached to Gentiles outside 
of the time t h a t Peter preached to 
the household of Cornelius, A l l 
d u r i n g the Acts p e r i o d , what preach 
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ing Paul d i d to the Gentiles was 
only secondary. I t was always t o 
the Jew f i r s t . At t h a t time the 
Gentiles who be l i e v e d were g r a f f e d 
i n t o the o l i v e t r e e which o f course 
represented I s r a e l . They then were 
partakers o f the pormises made t o 
Abraham. This had always been open 
to Gentiles i f they would f i r s t be
come Jews. But here i n Acts the 
Gentiles were commanded not t o be
come Jews by circumcision as they 
had always had to do before under 
the law„ 

Because of the answer t o the 
prayer made on the cross, I s r a e l 
were not only f o r g i v e n , but i n the 
Acts period enjoyed greater b l e s 
sing than ever before i n t h e i r h i s 
t o r y . They spoke i n tongues, 
healed the s i c k and performed a l l 
kinds o f m i r a c l e s . I t was a great 
time f o r I s r a e l , But as a n a t i o n 
they r e j e c t e d the preaching o f the 
Kingdom and the r e t u r n i n g King, so 
i n Acts 28:28 the apostle Paul 
closed the doors of the kingdom t o 
the Jews. Since the Gentiles were 
g r a f f e d i n , the door was then 
closed to them a l s o . I t i s a very 
dark p i c t u r e we have a t t h i s p o i n t . 
How can the wor l d be evangelized 
i f I s r a e l have f a i l e d ? They were 
the p r i e s t l y n a t i o n . They had the 
Great Commission. None o f these 
were f o r Ge n t i l e s , 

So i n about A.D. 58 was one o f 
the greatest c r i s e s i n world h i s 
t o r y . Vfould C h r i s t i a n i t y f a i l ? 

But God had a plan. I t had been 
hid i n Him from ages and genera
t i o n s . I t had never been revealed 
to any of the prophets. There v/as 
not a bre a t h or a h i n t of t h i s p lan 
u n t i l a f t e r Acts 28:28. Then the 
Lord appeared t o Paul as He had 
promised on the Damascus road. He 
gave Paul a new r e v e l a t i o n . I t was 
t h i s mystery or secret which had 
been hidden. I n f a c t , there are 
two mysteries here revealed, but 
each i s so bound up i n the other 
th a t we do not t h i n k of t r y i n g to 
separate them. One i s THE UN
SEARCHABLE RICHES or THE MYSTERY 
OF CHRIST, and the other i s THE 
MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL or CHRIST 

AMONG THE GENTILES THE HOPE OF 
GLORY. God had given up the nations 
back i n Gen. 11. His dealings w i t h 
them from then on could only be 
t h r u the Jews as a p r i e s t l y n a t i o n . 
The Jews never dreamed t h a t God 
would ever deal d i r e c t l y w i t h a 
Ge n t i l e . But here God does deal 
j d i r e c t l y w i t h G e n t i l e s . I t i s by 
j v i r t u e o f the r e c o n c i l i a t i o n o f the 
'cross t h a t He can again deal w i t h 
Ithem. Paul was the apostle of the 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . To him was given 
the r e v e l a t i o n t h a t God would now 
deal v/i t h a l l nations on an equal 
f o o t i n g , both Jew and G e n t i l e . 

Vflien I s r a e l as a n a t i o n was cut 
o f f a t the end of Acts, the hope of 
I s r a e l was also cut o f f . No one 
from then on could claim the New 
iJerusalem and the r a p t u r e as t h e i r 
jhope. No one y e t today can cl a i m 
[ t h i s hope. I t i s not o f f e r e d . I t 
l i s p o s s i b l e t o profess hope i n t h i s 
.promise which had been made to the 
n a t i o n I s r a e l , but a t h i n g cannot 
be received i f i t has not been 
promised or o f f e r e d . No great 
amount of f a i t h can change the 
p l a n . I t must stand as i t i s . 

Paul, i n h i s m i n i s t r y a l l d u r i n g 
the Acts p e r i o d , hoped i n the hope 
of I s r a e l . I n both 1 Cor. and 1 
Thess. he was l o o k i n g forward 
to the r a p t u r e of the s a i n t s . But 
a f t e r t h i s hope was taken from the 
n a t i o n a t the end of Acts, then Pau3 
no longer ha.d a hope of being 
caught up a l i v e J but hoped f o r an 
e a r l i e r r e s u r r e c t i o n from among the 
dead ( P h i l , 3 s l l ) . Instead of a 
hope of the New Jerusalem, he now 
hoped t o be manifested w i t h h i s 
Lord i n g l o r y (Col. 3:4). Instead 
of e n joying wandering up ajid down 
the s t r e e t s o f the New Jerusalem, 
he now hoped to be seated w i t h 
C h r i s t a t the r i g h t hand o f the 
Father i n Glory which i s f a r above 
a l l the heavens. 

Friends, t h a t i s the only hope 
t h a t i s o f f e r e d to you today. You 
w i l l e i t h e r take i t by f a i t h or 
you w i l l not get i t . So f a r as the 
Word reveals anything about the 
matter the only a l t e r n a t i v e i s the 
Great White Throne Judgement. You 
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might or you might not receive 
e t e r n a l l i f e t h e r e . I t may be 
somewhat i n question according t o 
the d e s c r i p t i o n given. That i s 
the l a s t of the r e s u r r e c t i o n s . 
A l l s p e c i a l blessings w i l l be over 
by t h a t time. You w i l l miss the 
coronation i n the super-heavens, 
the rapture of the s a i n t s o f I s 
r a e l , the supper of the Lamb, the 
Mil l e n n i i m i . I f I can judge r i g h t l y 
from the Word, those w i l l only 
have t e r r e s t i a l bodies and w i l l 
not be able t o v i s i t any place 
outside of the e a r t h . Neither 
w i l l they be allowed i n the New 
Jerusalem which comes down out of 
heaven to the new e a r t h . I t i s 
not so much a matter of being l o s t 
as i t i s t h a t one may s u f f e r great 
l o s s . 

Remember Lo t . He l i v e d i n the 
c i t y of Sodom. He was not very 
much r e p e l l e d by i t s wickedness. 
He only t r i e d to preach once. I t 
was a f a i l u r e . His ov/n c h i l d r e n 
laughed a t h i s attempt. Tftiile he 
sowed to the f l e s h down i n Sodom, 
hi s uncle Abraham was out i n the 
h i l l s w i t h God and l o o k i n g f o r a 
c i t y . Lot was saved as by f i r e . 
V/e have no record t h a t he ever 
knew about the c i t y which was the 
hope of Abraham. He l o s t every
t h i n g , even h i s r e p u t a t i o n . Yet 
he was judged righteous and he w i l l 
appear at the Great VJhite Throne. 

-THE EDITOR'S DESK-
The fo r e g o i n g a r t i c l e i s j u s t a 

bare o u t l i n e o f the s u b j e c t . No 
proof t e x t s were given as i t would 
make i t harder to read. Also i t i s 
not d e s i r a b l e to use proof t e x t s . 
Texts must always be used w i t h the 
contexts. The a r t i c l e i s the r e 
s u l t o f years of study and hours o f 
class teaching. With the l i m i t e d 
space here i t i s ingjossible t o make 
a d e t a i l e d study of i t . I would 
suggest t h a t i f you are at a l l 
i n t e r e s t e d i n the subject which 
has so much to do w i t h your d e s t i n y 
get i n a class and study the Word. 
Y/hat I have given here i s j u s t a 
suggestion of what you may f i n d . 
jYou w i l l r e c eive no reward f o r be-
i l i e v i n g what I have Said, b u t i t i s 
i b e i i e v i n g what God has s a i d t h a t 
'counts. My purpose i s t o goad you 
on t o a study o f God's Word. 

The class meets each Sunday P.M. 
a t my home a t 2:30. This i s 4 mi. 
south of Atwood, s i x miles west of 
Yifarsaw, or 7 miles northeast of 
Mentone on the Harrison Center Rd. 
You are welcome. The teaching i s 
i n f o r m a l , the group s m a l l , and you 
may ask questions. 

I f t h i s copy i s marked SAJ£PIE 
on the f r o n t , i t i s the only one 
you w i l l get unless you l e t us 
know i f you wish t o continue as a 
reader. A card w i l l do. Please 
remember us i n your prayers. 

TRUTH FOR TODAY Sec. 562, P.L, & R. 
c/o Oscar M. Baker 
R 2, Vfersaw, Ind. 
U. S. A. 
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