9

~THE LAST TRUMP-

At the sounding of the last of
the seven trumpets in Rev. 11:15
the Lord +akes over the kingdoms of
this world and they become His.
This means His own personal return
to the earth to set up Fis king-
dom. This same return and the
same trumpet are menticned in 1
cor. 15:51,52. His return is such
a great relief to those who are
going thru the tribulation that it
is given to them to be caught up in
the air to meet Him as He descends
to the earth. The Greek word for
meet here is the same as used in
Acts 28:15 where the Christians
came out from Rome to meet Paul.
They, of course, accompanied him
back as he kept on his way.

~-THE TRIBULATION-

The disciples were expecting to
go thru the tribulation., Our Lord
prepared them for it and warned
them that they would know when it
had come by the sign of the great
abomination in the Holy Place.
(See Matt: 24:15). The Church of
God at Corinth was expecting to go
thru the same tribulation for the
Last Trump marks the end of that
time. Also Paul gives instructions
to prepare them for that period in
1 Cor. 7.. When that time comes
some of the churches in Asia will
suffer more than others. (See Rev.
2 and 3),

-THE TIME-

Seventy weeks were determined
upon ISRAEL AND THE HOLY CITY,
(read Dan. 9). Since these weeks
that are determined are upon the
city as well as the people, then
we must begin that period of time
from the dedication of the temple
in B. C. 405. If the present pa-
renthesis had not intervened, the
time determined would have been
ended about 85 AD. The Great
Trivulation then would have been
from some time in 81 up to the
end cf 85. That means that the
Millennium would have been com-
pleted and the New Jerusalem come
down by the time Peter the Hermit
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~COMING SOON?-

l To the disciples and the church
‘of God, the time was short, the day
was at hand, the time was at hand,
these things must shortly come to
pass, He was to come quickly, and
that geuneration was not to pass till
all things had been fulfilled,(see
1 Cox. 7:29; Bom. 13:12; Rev. 1:3;
Rev. 22:7310; Rev. 1:1; 22:12; 22:20;
Matt. 24:34).

The Lerd said that some of His
disciples would not experience
death till they should see Him
coming in His kingdom, (Matt. 16:
28). He also said that the High
Priest who was in office at that
time weuld sve Him sitting on the
right hand of Power and coming in
the clouds of heaven, {Matt. 26:
84; Mark 14:62).

If the disciples hud been led to
see it, they could have figured out
the time from Dan. 9, But the
Spirit had not led them to under-
stand this, and also the Lord as
Son of Man chose not to know it,
(Mark 13:32),

John, writing under the direction
of the Holy Spirit, said in Rev.
1:7 that those who pierced Him
would see Him coming.

All this could have been ful-
filled easily if Isracl had accep-
ted the XKing and His kingdom. But
at the end of Acts this program was
interrupted and another progrom
which had been hiddsn in God from
ages and generations was ushered
in. A period of 1900 years already
has intervened and still He has
not come. Since there is no pro-
vhecy concerning this present age,
no dates of any kind can be set. No
one has any idea of when. it will
end. But it will end some day and
,the former program of the Acts
period will again be taken up and
finished,(Phil, 1:6). From 21 to
24 years of the determined time
must be fulfilled yet, but His Body
must be completed first

The 12 were not to have finished
evangelizing the cities of Israel
till He should come, yet they are
dead ond gone ond He has not come
yet.
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-WHO ARE WE?-

You may ask, if all these pro-
mises of the coming of the Lord
were to Israel and the church of
God which wus made up of Israel and
graffed in Gentiles, just who are
we and where do we come in? That
is a good question and it is the
very thing for which this ministry
was founded. I want to make clear
to you, and all that I can contact,
just what is the calling and hope
for today. The most important
question for us is that concerning
our hope, our destiny, and our po-
sition before God. That is TRUTH
FOR TODAY.

Vle do not wait till the coming
of the Lord, but our hope is to be
manifested with Him in Glory (the
super-hcavens) before He comas to
enrth (Col. 3:4). Our destiny .has
nothing to do with the carth and
the kingaom set up on earth. It
hs nothing to do with the heavens
and the New Jerusalem which comes
down out of the heavens. Our des~
tiny is to enjoy spiritual bless-
ings in heavenly places (Eph. 1:3).
Our destiny is to be seated with
Christ at the right hand of God,
(Eph. 2:6). Our position is one
that is far above all princes,
(Ephn. 1:21) for we are in Him since
we are His Body (Eph. 5:23).

The present calling has as its
goal the presence of God, or the
Holy of Holies. This is a place
where no ordinances of any kind
can enter., Ve are complcte in
Him (Col. 2:10). Since this is the
dispensation of the grace of God,
we have nothing to do with any
laws or covenants. Neither do we
have any part in the promises or
vlessings of Abraham. Ve are
blesscd with all spiritual bles-~
sings in the supcr~heavens in
Christ Jesus, not Abraham (sce
Eph. 1:3;. Isracl was set aside at
Acts 28:28 and with her setting
2s8ide were set aside all the pro-
mises also pertaining to her as
well as the ordinances which were
connected with those promises.

-WATER BAPTISM-
The baptism of John was for
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repentant Israel, not for any Gen-
tiles. The baptism of the discip-
les was for the same purpose. Our
Lord identified Himself with His
people Israel and was baptized of
John for was he not already begin~
ning to bear the sins of His people?
Only Jews were baptized up to Acts
10. Then we find Gentiles were
also baptized for they were being
identified with repentant Israel.
They were graffed in; they partook
of the promises made to Abraham.

Since we have nothing to do with
the promises made to Abraham, nor
are we graffed into the nation of
IIsrael, nor do we have anything to
tdo with any of Israel?s blessings,
we do not partake of water baptism.
There is no place for water baptism
in the ministry of the MYSTERY, It
belongs to a past dispensation and
is no part of the WALK that is wor-
thy of the calling of the present
dispensation.

~-THE PASSOVER-

The "cup" at the Passover was to
signify the New Covenant (Matt. 26:
28 and 1 Cor. 11:25). It was to be
observed by His disciples till He
should come. This feast of the
Pagsover was observed by the Church
of God right up to the end of Acts.
It was observed on the l4th of Ni-
san. That would be April 14 this
year and comes on Thursday. The
last Passowver, observed by the Lord
and His disciples wes on Tuesday
night and the death of the Lord was
on Wednesday afternoon.

NOTE: I am not discussing here
the so~called Lord's supper which
was Baal's supper and was borrowed
by the early church from Babylon.
Such never had any part in any dis-
vensation of God.

-THE NEW COVENANT-

Since water baptism and the Pass-
over were closely connected with
the New Covenant, it might be well
to find what it is. The 014 Cove=
nont was with Israel, as most will
agree. So was the New Covenant.
Read Jer. 31:31; Heb. 8:8-12; Luke
22:20; Mark 14:24; 1 Cor. 10:16.

No covenant was ever made with
the Gentiles. They are under grace.
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{BIBLE CLASS ea
-WIN and ATTAIN-

These two words seem to be the
key note of the epistle to the
Philippians. We do not find the
teaching of doctrine here as we do
in Eph. and Col., but rather a
working out of salvation. BSalva-
tion is received by faith. Mem-
bership in the One Body with its
attendan®t blessings also is re~
ceived by faith. 3But here in Phil.
3 are some things to e won and
attained to outside of mere faith.
It is a case of striving.

Also closely related are three
great themes which themselves
might be developed into books.
They are; THE POWER OF HIS RESUR-~
RECTICN, THE FELLOWSHIP OF HIS
SUFFERING3, and CONFORMITY UNTO
HIS DEATH.

The content of verses 8 and 9,
and 10 and 11 may be outlined thus;

A. The knowledge of Christ.

B. Loss of all things (cost).
C. Win Christ (goal).

A. The knowing of Him.

B. Loss of all things (cost).

C. Attain resurrection (goal).

~-KNOWLEDGE AND EKNOWING-

A complete knowledge of anyone
cannot be had without a fellow-
ship in joys and sufferings. Ve
might have a speaking azcquaintance
with a person, but not know any-
thing of the mind of that person.
If we are to have the mind of
Christ in us, then we must have
some knowledge and understanding
of His life, problems, joys, suf-
fering, and even death. His in-

terests will be our interests. We
will love those He loves. We will
hate the things He hates. We will

proy for those He prays for, and
witness to those to whom He would
speak.

-LOSS AND SUFFERING-

This means the loss of all
things which are the center of our
own selfish desires. It does not
mean giving things up and yet still
hankering after them. When the
Lord becomes the center of our af-
fections fully, then everything
else is excluded. We have no in-
terest in them. This death to the
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Page 3,
things of the world is a very ne-
cessary experience if we would
come to know the power of His re-
surrection.

-CONFORMITY-

To win Christ and to attain to
an earlier out resurrection from
among the dead (see verse 11) re-
gquires conformity to the death of
Christ. In death, our Lord con-
formed Himself to the Father's will
and did not take the way offered
by the tempter. In life He did no-
thing and spoke nothing of Himself,
but only what the Father willed.

To make this conformity requires
the loss of the soul. The soul, as
used in the Word, stands for all
that goes to make up the man, his
life, his faculties, and his acti-
vities; every possibility of his
being. "But I make of no account,
nor hold I my SOUL valuable to my-
self, so that I may finish my
course, etec."(Acts 20:24). 1For
whosoever may will to save his
S0UL, shall lose it, and whosoever
may lose his SOUL on My account
shall find it. For what is a man
profited, if the whole world he
may gain, and his SOUL he shall
forfeit? or what shall a man give
in ransom for his SOUL?"(Matt. 16:
24-27},

A man can forfeit his soul (I am
not speaking of salvation) by tak-
ing interest in things of the world
and then when it is too late, what
would he give as a ransom for what
he had so cheaply sold? Remember
Esau. He sold out for a very smell
price. He could not regain what he
had lost; there was no repentance
for him.

We who have been redeemed by the
precious blood of Christ and have
a place in the body of Christ may
go on to perfection. We may lose
our souls for His sake and then
find them again in a better resur-
rection.

Paul wos not sure in Phil. 3:12
that he had yet attained the goal,
but in his last epistle he was able
to say with confidence, "I have
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Page 4. (TRUTH FOR TODAY, published
~TRUTH FOR TODAY-

A monthly paper for your help
and inspiration. It is free to
those who ask for it or whose names:
have been sent in by friends. If
your copy is marked SAMPLE on the
front, you may not receive any more
unless you make request for it. A
card will do.

~-TRUTH FOR TODAY-

A RADIO BIRLE CLASS every Tue.
night at 7:15 over station WURSW.
Tune to 107.3 on the FM band. You
are welcore to visit the broadcast
at the studios in thne hasement of
the Times nnd Union Bldg. Put a
reminder card on your radio and
meke it a hubit to tune in every
Tue. nizht.

~-TRUTH ¥OR TODAY-

A weelly WIBLE CLASS held at the
home of the tewucher every Sunde
afternoon ~t 2:30. If you would
like o clnss where you enn ask
questions and be in an informal
atmosphere, you will like this one.
Come and see.

~TRUTH FOR TODAY-

A ministry by »rinted word,
radio, -nd class teaching designed
to point out truth in the Word of
God so that you may hear and bty

aith c¢laim nll that God has in
store for you. This ministry is
entirely independent; not being
connected with any church, de-
nomination or sect.

o aw e wm e e e e e e em e e e e e

TRUTH FOR TODAY
¢/o Oscar M. Baker
R 2, Versaw, Ind.
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POSTMASTER: If unable
to deliver, no%tify
sender on form 3547.

i 4 hours to make the trip.
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~-THE EDLTOR'S DESK-
My brother Joseph and his son

i Don took me to Muskegon Sunday

Feb. 20. It took the DeSoto about
Had both
the morning and evening services.
Enjoyed the fellowship very much,
and that is what it was, the BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP of Muskegon, Mich.

I made the same trip in the old
Dodge ('33 model) and taught the
morning and evening classes Feb. 27.
By going on Saturday night and com-
ing back on Monday morning the trip
was not too tiresome. There was
special interest in the topic for
the evening where we discussed the
destiny of those who are saved but
will not accept the truth of the
MYSTERY, and membership in the Body.

My five Troadcasts for the month
of March have been prid for by the
Muskegon Bible Fellowship. Thanks
so much for the help.

I am planning to be with the
Rockford Bible Fellowship, of Rock-
ford, I1l., Sundsy Mar. 27. Mr.
Hershey Julien is their minister.

Beginning with Mar. 20, the
Bible clnss at my home will use
half of the period for a study of
Genesis and the other half for a
study of Acts.

Hr. Otis Q. Sellers of Los An-
geles, Cal., is planning to be
with the Bremen class Tuesday even-
ing, April 26.
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