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-WHAT IS TRUTH FOR TODAY?~ iIsrael know," "Ye are the children
There is an increasing interest jof the prophets,” and many others
in this question these days. Men |which show beyond the shadow of a
and women everywhere are beginning Idoubt that this book concerns the
to realize the fact that what may |!Jews. Some of it is about the
have been truth at one time may notjGentiles, but it is to the Jew
be TRUTH FOR TODAY. But the main |first. The position of the Gentile
question is how is one to know what|is being graffed into the olive
is and what is not for the present ;tree. A closer study reveals that
time. There has been so much con~ !God had twe main purposes in
fusion and various sects and de- {Acts; to save a remnant of Israel,
nominations have built up a Babel iand to call out a few Gentiles as a
of mixed doctrines till some wonder|people for His mame. Both these
if any of it is right. There must purposes were completed and ended
be a solution. during the Acts period. ITikewise
The purpose of my ministry is 1l Cor. is gbout a people whose
to help folks clear up these things!"fathers were under the cloud, and
and get out of the confusion. Herejall passed thru the sea,®

No. 11 Truth Hor Uoday _ _ _ . _ . _ . 1%

are some simple rules you can use 3. Third, find out as ncar as
and work out the problem for your=- ;you can the time of the writing of
self. . the messnge in ocuestion. It may
1. First of all try to find out {(have a great deal to do with your
just to whom the particular book enquiry. Paul wrote 7 cpistles

of the Bible you have in question during the time of Acts and of

is written. That is usually pret- |course they would be to the people
ty easy if it is an epistle. TFor |thot Acts is about. Since all the
an example the epistle of James is {12 were commissioned only to the
written "to the twelve tribes which|{Jews, it is easy to place their

are scattered abroad." That is at |epistles too. They all velong to
the very beginning of the book. the time of Acts and are to the

It is just a little more difficult |Jows. Paul wrote 7 epistlcs after
when we come to Ephesians. There [Acts. He was a special apostle of
at the beginning it is addressed the Gentiles. We have just noticed
“to the saints whiech are at Ephesus|that Eph. and Col. belong in that
and to the faithful in Christ Je- |group. They teach doctrine that be-
sus.® That is still a little in- |longs to the present dispensation.
definite, but just read on and when{Phil. and 2 Tim. tnke up the out-
you get to the first verse of Chap.{working of this doctrine in our

3 you find the words, "for you Gen-|lives. This of course is relative

tiles." Por Colossians, look at to our position.
1:27. The great fundamentals of sal-
2. Second, find whom the book vation are to be found in Rom. which

is about. Vhat people or group is |was writiten during the Acts period.
the subject of the discussion. ForiBut since Jew and Gentile both were
example, look at Acts. It opens sinners nnd there was no difference
with the apostles asking if Christ |in that respect, the salvation is
will at that time restore the king-|the same.

dom to Israel. That is the theme S0 we mry conclude that all

of the entire book and at the end |Scripturc is for us, but not all is
Israel has rejected the re-offer ofiabout us. The 0ld Testament from
the King and the kingdom, sc the Gen. 11 to the end is about Israel,
salvation of God is sent to the but there is plenty of rich and
Gentiles. Notice in that book the !voluable material there for you and
opening words of all the addresscs lme. In fact we shall never be able
of the different apostles. They to properly understnand the New
begin with such expressions as, Testoment without some study of the
"Ye men of Judaea," "Ye men of 01d. 1If you rightly divide the
Israel," "let all the housc of Word, confusion will disappear.
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-AT HIS WRATH THE EARTH
SHALL TREMBIE. Jer. 10:10-

(RADIO CLASS, Tue. 7:15 p.m. CST, WRSW FM 107.3)
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3. Wickedness,
‘4, Covetousness,

For tne wrath of God is revealedis. Maliciousness;

from heaven against all

UNGORZLIITEE ~nd UNRIGHTECUSNESS
of men, why sunnress vhe truvth in
unrightcousncss;

BETAUSE

that which m~y oe k¥nown of God is
nenifeet in thom,
For Gee h-agh shewed it unto them.

For ths ipvisible thiags cf HIM
from the creation of the world are

clearly s=cn, bzing unacrstcod by

the things that are made, even HiIS

cternal pawer and Godhoexd;
S0 THAT THEY ARE WITHOUT EXCUSE;
BECAUSE
thnt when they knew God,
They glorificd Him not as God,
B. Neithex were thankful,
C. But became wain in their
imaginntions,
D. And their foolish henrt was
dnrkecucd,
C. Professing themselves to be
wise,
B. They beeame fools,
A. And changcd the glory of the

.
P

uncorruptible God irto an image

madc
1. like to corruvntikhle man
2. and to birdés
3. and fourfootcd beasts
4. nad crecping things
WHEHERTFORE

God nlso .

I. GV3 TERM UP TO UNCIEANESS
thiu the lusts of their own
herts, to dishonor their own
bodics betweoen themsclves:

O
exchanged the truth of God for
THE LIE, ond worshipped nnd
served the cronturs more than
TEE SREATOR.

For this couse God

II. GAVHE THEM UP UNTO VILE AFFEC-
TIORS.

And os they
tain God in

III. G\VE THEM OVEE TO A REPRCBATE
HIND,
to do those things which arec not

convenient;
BEING TILLED WITH
1. All unrighteousness,
2. Fornication,
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did not liks to re-
their knowledgc, -God
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FULL OF
l.
2.
3
4.
5.

Envy,
Marder,

Debate,
Deceit,
Malignity;

1. Vhisperers,
2. Backbitoers,
3. Hnters of God,
4. Despiteful,
5. Proud,
6. Boastors,
7. Inventers of evil things,
8. Discbedient to parents,
9. Without understanding,
10. Covenant breakers,
11l. Without natural
affection.
12, Implacable,
13. Unmerciful
WHO
knowing the judgements of God,
{TELT THEY WHICH DO SUCH THINGS
ARE VORTEY OF DEATH),
F-t only do the some,
BUT H.VE PLE ' SURE IN THEY THAT DO
THEM .
THIREFORE THOU ART INEXCUSABIE...so
=000~

The foregoing, which begins at
Rom. 1:18, is a picture of the na-
tions at the time of Gen. 11. It
tells us why God gave up the nations
at that time. This was a dark sra
for tne world and all scemed hope-
luss. But immediately God cdlled
out a men from Ur cf the Chaldees
who wn8 to be the father of a na-
bion which would be an example and
blessing to all the nations.

L cnreful consideration of this
passage will bring to mind that
human nature has not changed much
in the 4,000 intervening years.

Notice that ncither Satan nox
the world is mentioned here. All
thuse things come from the wicked
heart of the natural man.

There is no salvation for such
n one unless he puts off the cld
nan, vuss on the new man, and be-
comes o new creature in Christ.

If you are without Ged, this
‘passage is your nicture.
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(BIBLE CLASSES each Sunday 2 and 2:45 p.m. CST)
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«=TONGUES=~

In Acts 2 we have the account of
the apostles speaking in tongues.
The word TONGUE means LANGUAGE. My
mother tongue is English.

The apostles were able to speak
in at least 12 different languages.
Why did they speak thus?

The answer is easy to find. The
commission that was given to these
12 wos to go out and teach all na-
tions. If Israel would accept the
King and re-offered kingdom, the
time would be short until He would
come again. There was no time for
the apostles to go to school and
learn all the languages. So the
One Vho confounded the tongues of
men at Bavel and Who knew all the
languages, gave the power by the
Holy Spirit to the apostles to
speak all the languages of that
day so that they might immediately
go out and fulfill their task.

It was a marvel to those as-
sembled that day at Jerusalem to
hear their languages spoken by
these Galileans. But it wrns a sign
to them that the restoration that
was spoken of by Joel the prophet
was at hand. o

It was also ntable that only
Jews were in the nudience at Pen-
tecost. That of course could be
explained at first by the fact that
these cvents occurred in the temple
where Gentiles could not enter.

But it must also be rememberced that
the Lord Himself wus sent only to
the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. His ministry did not in-
ciudes the Gentiles ~t all. Further
He told the apostles that He sent
them as He had been sent. So it
is evident that they were to go out
among all the nations and tcach the
Jews the gospel.

It was only after continued rg-
Jeation of the gospel by Israel
that the gospel was tnken to the
Gentiles. This wns to provoke the
Isrnelites to emulation. The first
instance of the preaching to Gen-
tiles was at the house of Cornclius
about 8 years nafter Pentecost.

It is sad to note that in a lit-

tle while the members of the churchiunkind.

of God were using this wonderful
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Page 3.
igift to SHOW OFF in their assem-
blies and Paul had to especially
correct those at Corinth for this
practice.

The speaking of tongues was for
Jews, except that some Gentiles
received the gift at the house of
Cornelius. This gift was a pre-
varation for receiving the king-
dom by Israel. It was to enable
apostles to speak to people in
thelr own languagces. When Israel
was set aside at Acts 28:28, this,
along with the other gifts, was
discontinued.

Today the theme of the gospel
is the church, not the kingdom. I%
has no commission such as the early
Iapostles had. There is no necessity
;for speaking in tongues, so the
‘ability to spcak in tongues is not
given by the Holy Spirit. Any at-
tempts to imitate the Jews of Pen~
tecost only results in failure to-
lday. The imitation of tongues only
iends in an unintelligible gibber-
ish which no one can understand,
not even the one who produces it.
The result is Babylon, not Pente-
cost.

Another side of this imitation
is the¢ physical and mental wreckage
that follows in its wrke. For in
the vain nttempts to reproduce what
they think happened at Pentecost,
these deluded folks work themselves
up into = nervous state accompanied
by shaking and twitching of various
parts of the body. This nervous
condition finally may become per-
jmenent. Mental breakdowns and other
jterrible conditions follow.

These things are of course very
noticeable in the mental ond the
physical spheres, but the spiritual
wreckage which follows trying to
follow the things of a past dispen-
sation is not so apparent. But it
is true thnt those who try to hold
to the truths and ordinznces of a
dispensation that is cnded suffoer
igreat loss and lcancss of soul.
Much of the powerlessness of the
iprofessing church today is from
jthis very cause.

i I do not mocan to be critical or

; But I beg of you that you
isevrch the Vord for TRUTH FOR TODAY.
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Page 4. (TRUTH FOR TODAY, publzshed monthly, as the Lord permits)
-TRUTH FOR TODAY- iout to almost 300 regular readers.
This is a threefold ministry I sent out approximately 150 sample

for the purnose of preaching among
the Gentiles the unse-~rchable
riches of Christ (Eph. 3:8). These
riches cznnot be grasped unless
there is n right dividing of the
Word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15) and

a realization of the position and
offize of Christ in relation to

the church which is His body. Vie
endeéaver to make known what is the
riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles; which is Christ
in them, the hope of glory (Col.
1:27).

30 by word of mouth in classes,
by wrinted page, and by weekly
redio broadcrsts, I, who am less
than the le~st, try to make known
the super-he: venly calling which
Zed so grociously offcers today to
trose who will receive it by faith.

The clnss which mects at my home
oti Sundry ~fternoons is still work-
ing in Genesis ~nd Acts. Some very
interesting questions have come up.!

May 17 I gave my 34th radio pro-
gram, finishing the first 3 chap-
ters of Eph. It will not trke so
long to do the last three chapters,
whieh -re practical, rather than
doctrin:l. I am certainly grate-
ful fur the voluntary fellowship
of scver:l in the expense of this
projaot.

This 1ittle paper is now going

Itlnue recelving it, let me know.
ipostal card will do.
i charge for it.
t1nst month to various foreign coun=~

i copies last month. If your copy is
i marked SAMPLE and you wish to con-
A

There is no
32 copies went out

tries,

If you have any fricnds you would
like for me to send it to them, give
me the names and addresses and I
will see to it. That is the pur-
pose of this ministry. We want new
readers from everywhere. It is not
my purvese to compete with other
larger printed Bible study maga-
zines, but to blaze a new trail
among those who have not heard of
the dispensation of the mystery.

I drove 246 miles down to Gila,
I11l. April 19 and held a meeting in
a country school house near there
that evening. The interest was good
and ssveral were ocut. I enjoyed
this fellowship very much.

May 15 I spent with the Bible
Fellowship of Muskegon, Mich. My
daughter Ruth went with me on
this trip. This group hasg always
been very attentive and considerate
when I have spoken to them. I
value their friendship very highly.

Have received letters from good
friends of Montrose, Jewett, and
Vashington, Ill. during the last
few weeks., ZXeep on writing.
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TRUTH FOR TODAY
"/O Oscar M. Buaker

it 2, worsaw, Ind.
e 3. A,
SOBTMASTER: If unatle

to deliver, notify
sender on form 3547.
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Sec. 562, P.L, & R.
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