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-REPENT ANCE-

At the very beginning of the Now 
Tostament v;e f i n d John preaching 
repentance to I s r a e l . I f they were 
to receive t h e i r King and the bles
sings of the kingdom, repentance 
Has necessary. Some people have 
the opinion that repentance i s a 
great show of sorrow and tears. 
Such i s not the case. Repentance 
is a change of mind. I t was i n 
view of what v/as about to take 
place i n regard to f u l f i l m e n t of 
prophecy. 

The Lord Himself began His 
tninistry by preaching repentance. 
But Israel did not repent. They 
slew the Prince of l i f e instead. 

Peter began the Acts ministry 
ivith a message of repentance. As 
a nation Israel did not repent. 
Just a remnant responded. But 
they had a conditional repentances 
I t was necessary. I t had to be 
accompanied by baptism i n v/ater i n 
order f o r one to enter the king
dom. The gospel cf the kingdom 
was conditional. Repentance v/as 
the f i r s t step. 

Paul also preached repentance. 
He preached the same kingdom gos
pel that Peter did, except that he 
iincluded Gentiles. Peter did not 
(preach to Gentiles except i n the 
jhouse of Cornelius. 

The last chance that I s r a e l had 
for repentance was i n the all-day 
meeting with Paul i n Rome as re
corded i n Acts 28. On that day 
(some believed and some believed 
Inot. This was followed by the pro
nouncement in verse 28 which closed 
the doors of the kingdom tc both 
!Jew and Gentile. Prom that day to 
.this the kingdom has not been of-
'rtr-ad to anybody. 

After Acts 28:28 the Holy S p i r i t 
never used the word PvKP3NT again. 
The message of the gospel nov; i s 
unconditional. Repentance i s not 
necessary f o r salvation. There i s 
nothing for us to do. I t is only 

-OBEDIENCE-
This word i s well-nigh forgotten 

i n the day i n which we now l i v e . 
The small c h i l d j u s t s t a r t i n g to 
school has already outgrown i t . He 
w i l l receive orders from no one. 
In high schools and colleges i t i s 
the same. Authority i s rejected. 
The new psychology does not allow 
for any r e s t r a i n t . One must be ab
solutely unhampered by any r e s t r i c 
tions i n the development of his ovm 
personality. In the business world 
the conditions are about the same, 
unless somebody gets the upper hand 
and exercises the powers of a dic
t a t o r over his subjects. This t r u l j r 
is not a day of obedience. ( 

One outstanding case of obedience 
is that of Isaac to his father, 
Abraham. Abraham was ordered to 
off e r Isaac up as a burnt o f f e r i n g 
to God. Isaac was obedient even 
unto death and was w i l l i n g to be 
offered up. He was 33 years old. 

Another case of obedience was 
that of the Lord to His parents. 
I t i s recorded that when they came 
home from Jerusalem from the temple 
when He v/as tv/elve years old he wasj 
subject to His parents. That was 
from the time He was twelve u n t i l 
He began His ministry v/hen He was . 
30 years old. 

Other cases may come to your 
mind from the Scriptures. 

The only commandment w i t h pro
mise wos the one concerning the 
child's relationship to his parents* 
He v/as to honor father and mother 
that his days might be long i n the 
land which God gave him. That i n 
s p i r i t is TROTH K)R TODAY f o r we 
f i n d i t i n Ephesians. 
i Think of the untimoly deaths be-
I cause of disobedience to parents I 
Think of the sickness and sorrow 
because of rebell i o n against the 
authority of parents. How many 
have ycu hoard who were sorry that 
they had not heeded the advice and 

I commands of parents? 
to beZieve. Y/hen one is saved, re». I t i s not very l i k e l y that any 
pentance w i l l come. But i t i s not 
•a condition of s a l v a t i o n today. 
! Jchn's gospel shows t h a t repen-
^tancG i s apart from l i f e . He doe-e 
jnot use the word at a l l . 

';one w i l l be obedient to God who has 
disobeyed parents. This, of course 
i s a much more serious matter. 

Arc the children today better 
than the Lord v/asf 
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-POSITION Aim 'flORKS-
I t i s a w e l l known f a c t that i n 

business, i f a person i s hired, he 
cannot hegin work u n t i l he has heen 
assigned to a position and receives 
that position. To attempt any work 
v.'ithout an assignment v/ould only 
•result i n confusion, i f not i n ao-
jtual damage. Not only must a posi
t i o n be assigned, but some instruc
tions must be given i f the work i s 
going to be satisfactory to the 
jmanagement. 
i The same is true i n the realm of 
[ s p i r i t u a l things. A man v/ho i s 
•just saved i s i n no position to do 
Igood works. Yet think of the many 
thousands today v/ho think that be
ing saved i s a l l there i s to i t . 
Thoy assume no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n 
any position. They think that be
ing morally upright i s a l l that i s 
required a f t e r salvation. In f a c t 
noral uprightness is considered i n 
nost ci r c l e s to be a godly l i f e . 
A man may belong to church and lead 
ja morally upright l i f e and s t i l l be 
•as rebellious as Satan against the 
w i l l of God. There i s nothing more 
ivvicked. 
i In Eph. 2:10 we f i n d that a f t e r 
salvation the new creation i s ac-
jcomplished v/hich makes the believer 
'God's v/orkmanship, created i n ChriS' 
iJesus unto good works. These works 
Sf/ere before ordained or set up that 
we should walk i n them. I am bas
ing t h i s argument upon a l i t e r a l 
:translation of verse 1. I t i s , 
"•'•,nd you being dead (ones) to the 
trespasses and tc the sins." This 
is cur state i n grace and not by 
nature. The new creation follows, 
which i s the result of our accep
t i n g our c a l l i n g by f a i t h . 

A man may have l i f e , but no po
s i t i o n . Ho may be saved, but have 
no c a l l i n g . He may be v/rittcn i n 
the book of l i f e and have no hope. 

Furthermore, i f he does not ac-
icept the c a l l i n g which is offered 
Ihe cannot s t r i v e for a crown or 
irun f o r a pri z e . I t would not bo 
lawful f o r him to do so. 

I f we would do that v;hich i s 
acceptable unto God, we must f i r s t 
f i n d what position is offered and 
receive i t by f a i t h . 

"SUHETY-
When the neighbors saw Judah re

turning home from Egypt, they could 
know that Benjamin was safe. Judab 
had said, "Send the lad with me, I 
w i l l be surety f o r him; of my hand 
S h a l t thou require him, i f 1 bring 
him not unto thee, and set him be
fore thee, then l e t me bear the 
blame f o r ever,* Gen. 45. I f Judah 
returned, Benjamin would return 
with him. Judah would not come 
back without Benjamin. 

Our Lord was surety f o r us. He 
took the blame. He went to the 
cross and to the tomb. He was 
raised again because of our j u s t i 
f y i n g . See Rom. 4:25. 

Vlhen the disciples received the 
message from the Lord, •̂Go to My 
brethren, and say unto them, I as
cend unto My Father, and your 
Father," they could r e j o i c e . Not 
j u s t that the Lord was alive again, 
but that they and a l l vftio believe 
are safe. They have l i f e too, 

"Send the lad WITH MB." With 
suggests the great experience that 
i s ours. I t is i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . Is 
t h i s your experience? Notice the 
steps; 
1. VJhen He died, wo died. Rom. 

6:8. 
; 2. When He was c r u c i f i e d , we were 

c r u c i f i e d . Gal. 2:20. 
3. VAien He was buried, we were 

buried. Col. 2:12. 
4. When He was raised from the 

dead, we were raised. Col. 
3:1. 

5. TiVhen He was seated i n the hea-
venlics, we were seated i n the 
heavenlies with Him. Eph. 2:6. 
Here are 5 steps. Five is the 

number of GRACE. How gracious the 
Lord has been to us I 

Not only were we i d e n t i f i e d with 
Him, but He i d e n t i f i e d Himself with 
us. That was the only way He could 
meet our need. He partook of flesh 
and blood that He might destroy the 
one who has power of death and de
l i v e r us from bondage. Heb. 2 i l 4 , 
|15. 

Let us magnify the name of the 
one "Who His own self bare our sins 
i n His own body on the tree. See 
1 Pet. 2:24. 
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-PRACTICE IK EPHESIAHS-

In t h i s dispensation of GRACE, 
we do not have commands, but rather 
we are exhorted to do certain 
things or not to do certain things. 

The pr a c t i c a l section of Eph. 
begins w i t h chapter 4. 

The believer i s exhorted to WAIX 
iWORTHY OP HIS CALLING, to K)RBEAR 
lONE AM)THER IN K)VE, and to ENDEA-
IVOR TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIR-
jIT. This i s a f u l l - t i m e job. No 
mention i s made of vacations or 
time o f f with pay. 

Grace i s given to each accord
ing to a measure; THE MEASURE OF 
THE GIFT OF CHRIST. We are to 
I grow up and be no longer babes, 
but to measure up to the STATURE 
OF THE FULNESS OF CHRIST, As a 
member of the body, each i s to work 
according to the MEASURE OF HIS 
PART. ¥e have a measuring s t i c k f o r 
ieverything here. 

An application of the t r u t h i n 
Jesus w i l l result I n some d e f i n i t e 
actions. I t w i l l r e s u l t i n put t i n g 
o f f THE OLD MAN. Our former way of 
l i v i n g w i l l be forsaken. I t w i l l 
result i n putting on THE NEW HAN 
which i s created i n righteousness. 
jThis results then i n true holiness. 
jAn application of the t r u t h w i l l 
cause us to PUT AWAY THE LIE, and 
'every man speak or discuss the 
it r u t h with his neighbor. To put 
on the new man is being renewed i n 
the s p i r i t of the mind. I t Is the 
new creation which turns us back to 
the process of regaining the l o s t 
image of God i n man. I t Is only 
v.lien these things take place that 
wc have any freedom i n discussing 
the things that pertain to the 
t r u t h 

In t his p r a c t i c a l section we are 
tol d how to walk. V7ALK IN LOVE. A 
p r a c t i c a l example i s love of wives 
and husbands. WALK AS LIGHT. The 
children walk i n the i n s t r u c t i o n of 
the parents. MB should walk i n the 
w i l l or instruction of God. WALK 
CIRCUMSPECTLY. I n other words, 
"Look where ycu are going." A l l 
these go to make up the walk that 
is worthy of the c a l l i n g . These 
are some of the good works wherein 
the new creation should walk. 

! Not only axe we instructed as to; 
jhow to walk, but we also are t o l d 
ito stand. F i r s t , we are t o l d to 
!STAND against the wiles of the de
v i l . This can only be done a f t e r 
we have put on the whole armor of 
God. Nothing else can stand f o r a 
minute against such a powerful one.! 
We are to WITHSTAND i n the e v i l day. 
To do t h i s we are to take unto our
selves the whole armor of God. The 
two positive statements of p u t t i n g 
on and taking the whole armor of 
God emphasizes the importance of 
t h i s armor. Thirdly, we are to ) 
STAND, having worked out a l l . Here' 
i s no order to go forward and f i g h t " 
the enemy, but to stand and wit h 
stand. The Lord has overcome the 
enemy. We are to hold the ground 
that has been taken f o r us. The 
great power of God works w i t h i n us. 
See 1:19. 

The armor Is made up of 6 parts. 
There is no provision f o r the back. 
iWe are to stand facing the enemy. 
!The g i r d l e of TRUTH. Our Lord i s 
'the t r u t h . The b r j a s t p l a t e of [ 
(RIGHTEOUSJJESS. He i s our righteous
ness. The shoes of PEACE. He i s j 
our peace. The shield of FAITH, 
iChrist Is the one that i s f a i t h f u l j 
land true. I t i s His faithfulness 
'that keeps us securely. The he l -
imet of SALVATION. He i s our s a l 
ivation. The sword of the SPIRIT. 
•The sword of the S p i r i t i s the Word, 
iof God, and Christ i s the incarnatei 
iWord. In short, p u t t i n g on the ' 
whole armor i s PUTTING ON CHRIST. 

Paul then at the l a s t asks that 
the saints pray f o r his utterance; ' 
.that he may OPEN HIS MOUTH BOLDLY , 
.to make known the mystery, that he ! 
;SPEAK BOLDLY even tho i n bonds, and 
ithat he speak as he OUGHT TO SPEAK. 
:Do we not a l l of us need a similar 
;praycr? We need more boldness to 
jspoak, not only st opportune times, 
but even when i t seems inopportune. 
;We need to know how to speak, how 
,to say T/hat we ought to say so that 
' i t might be e f f e c t i v e . Too often 
:we j u s t do not speak. 

Read again the l a s t 3 chapters 
of Ephesians. They are Intensely 
p r a c t i c a l . They f i l l a need. By 
such we may be approved unto God. 
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-FROM THE EDITOR «S DESK-
I thank a l l of you f o r the good 

'letters I got during the l a s t few 
Hveeks. I wish I had space to put 
i n a l i t t l e - of each for a l l of you 
tc share. Keep the l e t t e r s and 
Cards coming i n . 

I t i s only natural to want to 
share good things w i t h others. I f 
you enjoy t h i s l i t t l e paper and 
would l i k e f o r your friends and 
relatives to get i t too, w r i t e 
t h e i r names and addresses p l a i n l y 
and completely and send them to me. 
I w i l l put them on the mailing 
l i s t . 

There i s no subscription price 
ifcr TROTH FOR TODAY. Neither do 
i l s o l i c i t funds f o r any of the 
(TiaTTH K)R TODAY ministry. I wish 
itc especially emphasize t h i s at 
t i l i s particular season when we are 
being pestered f o r funds f o r a l l 
kinds of organizations. 

The time of the radio class has 
Been changed• I t i s now at 7 p.m. 
'.each Tuesday evening instead of at 
7:15. You are v/elcome to come i n 
at the studios while I am broad
casting. You might bo disappointed 
i f you do not f i n d me there i n per-
:son, n.a I may bo present I n voice 
'only. You see, 1 make a recording 
.£;ometime3 so I can be at two places 
at t i l l ; same time. 

X am taking i t f o r granted that 
the folks who come to the class at 

my home each Tuesday night can come 
15 minutes e a r l i e r , so we can meet 
at 7:45 instead of 8 as formerly. 

I n our study of Genesis we- are 
aov/ i n the 43rd chapter. Last week 
we had a very Interesting study of 
the suretyship of Judah. 

We now are i n chapter 19 of Acts 
Those who l i v e near should take ad
vantage of t h i s opportunity f o r 
Bible study. 

I t i s about time that the Christ 
mas cards v ; i l l s t a r t coming i n . I 
l i k e a f r i e n d l y l e t t e r so much bet
t o r , don't you? 

Have made no long t r i p s to speak 
to any groups during the l a s t month 
but did c a l l on some friends i n Ft. 
Wayne recently. There ought to be 
a class there. 

I f you are interested i n other 
papers and magazines which deal 
with t r u t h concerning the Churoh 
which i s the Body of CSarlst, I oan 
give you a l i s t . 

I c e r t a i n l y thank a l l of you who 
have followed the injunction of 
Gal. 6 :6 . I t has been a great help 
t o me i n t h i s ministry. 

You are always welcome to the 
Tue. night class at my home. This 
i s on the Harrison Center Rd., 6 
miles west of Warsaw, or 4 miles 
south of Atwood. The house i s i 
mile o f f the road to the south. 

Address a l l mail to Oscar M. 
Baker, R. 2, Warsaw, Ind* 

TROTH FOR TODAY See. 562, P.L. & R. 
c/o Oscar U. Baker 

2, V/arsaw, Ind. 
POST!lJi9r.'!3l: I f unable 
to do3 iv^::, n o t i f y 
sender oa form 3547. 
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