No. 23.
~THE BIBLE SAYS 80-

"Thus saith the Lord God of 18-
rasel, Put every man his sword by
his side,...and slay every man his
brother, and every man his compan=-
ion, and every masn his neighbor."
Exodus 32:27.

"Behold, the days come, that I
gill cut off thine amm." 1 Sam.

431, A

"Byery man child among you shall
be circumcised." Gen. 17:10.

"Sell whatever thou hast, and
give to the poor." Mark 10:21,

"Owe no man anything.' Rom.13:8.

"There is no God." Psa. 14:l.

"Hang all the law and the pro-
phets." Matt. <2:40.

Moe unto you lawyers.®
11:52.

"y die is gain." Phil. 1:21,

"A1l things work together forxr
good." Tom. 8:28.

“JTudas went and hanged himself.
Go and do thou likewise." Matt.
27:5 and Luke 10:3%7.

Yany more gquotations could be
made similar to the above. These
should bring to mind the fact that
in quoting Seripture we should
rightly divide the VYord. This
dividing must be made according to
context and according to dispensa-
tions.

By disregarding these simple
rules, the Bible can be made to
prove most anything. 3ut such a
workman will eventually be ashamed.

Lack of right division is the
prime reason for the confusion and
great number of sects and denomine-
ations we have today. Most of the
confusion stems from just one place
where the right division is not
made. That is the dispensational
division of Acts 28:28. If this
one point is observed, it is cer=
tainly marvellous how well folks
will agree on all other points.
all understood and observed this
one division, the walls of enmity
between denominations would disap-
pear almost over night.

How often we have heard folks
put forth a pet theory and then
prove it by saying, "The Bible says
80." It is better to find a1l the
Bible says before stating doctrine.
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<'/HAT IS....THE MYSTERY?-

There are a number of mysteries
in the Word, but we have reference
here to a special one found in Eph.
and Col. It was a mystery hidden
from sges and generations. It was
a nystery that was hidden in Goc.

A mystery is a secret which is
revealed when the time is ripe.
is a secret which is revealed to
initiates. The ILord told His dis-
ciples that it was given unto them
to know the mysteries of the king-
dom. This knowledge was not re-
vealed to the multitudes. So it
ig today. The secret is not re-
vealed to any save those whom the
Holy Spirit has chosen.

God kept it a well=guarded se-
cret that there would ever be any
way for Gentiles to be blessed out-
si.de of some relationship to Israel.
It was never revealed to the pro-
phets of the 0ld Testament. Thexre
is no hint of such a thing anywhere
in their writings. It is not re-
vealed anywhere in the Gospels.
There Christ says that He was sent
only to the lost sheep of the house
of Israel., He told the apostles
that He was sending them just as He
had been sent. There is no place
in their program for Gentiles.

The secret was not revealed at
any time during Acts. It is true
that blessing came to Gentiles in
Acts, but this blessing came only
a8 they identified themselves with
the remnant, repentent Israel. This
was done by believing and being
baptized in water.

Yot until every offer of the
New Covenant had been rejected by
Israzel was it made known that God
was going to deal directly with the
Gentiles. It was then revealed
that the death of the Lord on the
tree was effective in reconciling
the nations to God. It was then
revealed that a Gentile could be
saved by grace thru faith without
being identified with repentent
Israel znd being baptized in water.

The mystery also included the
news that Jews no longer had to re-
pent and be haptized in water. They
to0 could now be saved by gruce.
They no longer have the promises.

It
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=THE PURZCSE OF THE LAW-
The law was added because of
transgression. Vhat was it added
to and what was the transgression?

By His strong arm God delivered
Israel from the bondage of Egypt.
This was their redemption.

At Sinai, God proposed an agree~
ment. The terms of this agreement
were given to tloses and he in turn
told them to the people. It all
sounded good to the people and 3
different times they said they
would keep their part of the bare
gain. So the covenant was made
and was ratified by the sprinkling
of blood.

In this covenant, the people
viere to keep the ten words, or the
ten commandments. If this were
done, then they viere to become =z
veculiar treasure and were to be g
priestly nation. They were put on
probation for 40 days.

There was a certain day when
God said He would bless Israele.
They were to prepare themselves
for this great blessing. I do not
¥now what this blessing was to be.
But ¥ am sure that it had something
to do with enabling them to be 3
peculiar treasure and a priestly
nation. It may have been that they
vere to be emnovered like as at
rentecost for their work. It may
be that we will never know what was
in store for them.

But vhen the day came for the
blessing and Moses vias coming down
ithe mount, the people were naked,

dancing round a golden calf. This
was the great itransgression. It

was because of this great sin that
law was added. It was added to a
broken covenant. The great trans-
gression was idolatry. They had
broken the 1lst and 2nd ccmmands.

Because they failed; becausc of
the great transgression, Israel
never became the peculiar trea-
sure which God promised they would.
They never became a priestly nation
among the Gentiles.

The law was addzsd to guide the
conduct of a sinful generatione.
They carried about in the ark a
reminder of the broken covenant.
The law was to teach them their
shortcomings and lecad them to ac-
cept Christ and the New Covenant.

-THE GENTILE IN ACTS- |

From the giving of the law at ]
Sinai till the time of the 10th
chapter of Acts, no Gentile could
receive blessing of God except he
be circumcised and become subject
to the law of Isrsel. In other
words, He could not be blest as a
Gentile, but had to become one of
Israel.

So it was not until Peter opened
the doors of the kingdom to the
Gentiles in the house of Cornelius,
(Acts 10) that a Gentile could be
wlest as such. There were no Gene
tiles in the church until after Core
nelius was admitted. So Cornelius
had the distinction of being the
first Gentile member of any New
Testament church.

Peter had to give an account of
his actions before the church in
Jerusalem (Acts 11). But the wit-
ness of the Holy Spirit in these
converts was so strong that the
Jewish Christians were convinced
that Peter had done rightly.

Paul and Barnabas set out on
their first missionary journey.

In all the churches they visited
Gentiles were saved. The number
of Gentiles was increasing at An-
tioch. The Jewish Christians were
troubled., They could not under-
stand why Gentiles were not sub-
ject to the law. So a council was
called at Jerusalem to settle the
matter, (Acts 15).

The chief witness here seemed
to be Peter. He reminded them of
the former meeting and his recital
of the events at the house of Cor-
nelius. Then Paul and Barngbas
told of their missionary journey
and how God had blest the Gentiles.

After this, Jrmes took the floor
and reasoned from the prophets that
this was in order. So a decision
was made. The Gentiles were to be
free of the requirements of the law
exceot for four things (Acts 15:29).

B0 during Acts 10-28 there was a
wall of separation between Jew and
Gentile in the church. It was a
vall made up of racial difference,
observance of rites (Passover, cir-
cumcision, etec.) and n- Gentile
could hold office or take part in
service (Rom. 9:4). No Gentile
could enter the Temple (Acts 21:28).
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-CONFUSICN UPON CONFUSION-

During the time of Acts 10-28
the Gentile Christians could not
vartake of the Passover which to-
day many call the Lord‘®s Supper.
When directions were given for its
observance, it was then ruled that
no uncircumcised could ever have
|80y part in it (Exodus 12:43-49).

This rule was to hold good FOR-
EVER and we have no word anywhere
that this was ever changed. It is
quite probable that the last epis~-
tle writien during the Acts was
nomans. In Rom. 9:4 it is stated
that service of God pertained to
the Jewa. This was a part of the
vall of partition between Jew and
Gentile at that time.

On the other hand, from Acts
110-28 Gentiles were baptized in
Wwater. Water baptism, as prac-
iticed in the N T was not a part of
the law, It was instituted by
John the Immerser. It was con~-
nected with reventence of the na-
tion of Israel and the preaching of
the kingdom of heaven. Those of
Israel who repented and looked for
ithe kingdom were baptized in water.
‘Rerentent Israel was only a very
small remnant at any time.

Later, when Gentiles were ad-
mitted into the church of repentent
Israel, they were also baptizasd in
water. By being graffed in where
some of the natural branches had
been cut out, they thus signified
their identification with repen-
tent Israel.

There are many who beligve that
the dispensation of the mystery be-
igan at Pentecost. Most of them
obsarve the Passover and water
baptism.

Some believe that this dispen-
sation began at Acts 13. They have
discarded water baptism, but ob-
serve the Passover; just the op-
posite of what was actually done
in the eariy church at Acts 13!

But this dispensation could not
begin until Tsrael had been put
back in the number of the nations
jand vwas no longer first. This
happened at Acts 28:28. Today the
observance of the Passover or water
baptism can have no significence,
either to Jew or Gentile. The ob-
jservance of either is confusion.

-SUPPRESSION, ERADICATION, !
or GOD'S VAY?- :
l. SUPPRESSION. Some folks are
of the opinion that the only way to
deal with the OID MAN, the flesh, |
is to try to suppress all evil de~ i
sires and lusts. Most people will :
find 1t a losing battle. The lusts
of the flesh are a 1little too
strong for the will in most in-
stances. Also, there is not much
time and energy left for service
if one is engaged all the time in
holding down and sitting on the
CTD MAW. But the greatest fault in
this system is that the One Who
knows and judges the thots and in-
tents of the heart will find no
change within. The lusts and de-
gires are still there. !
2. ERADICATION., There ars some |
who believe that by a process of :
sanctification (as they call it) :
the OLD MANW can be eradicated com-
pletely. They reckon the CID MAN |
a8 dead. The trouble is that just :
about the time they think he is !
1
1

3
i
!
i
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dead, he rises up and slaps them in
the face. Just about the time an
exponen® of this system gets in &
heated argument for it, the old
nature asserts itself and he gets
angry. Any time you try to reckon
an enemy dead, he i3 pretty likely °
to be very much alive. If a man
and wife, in whom the Adamic nature;
had been eradicated, were to have :
children, the children would not !
inherit the Adamic nature. They
would be perfect and would have no |
need for salvation. We would soon '
have a super-race, and men would be,
as gods.

3. GOD'S WAY.
to be dead unto sin."

"Reckon yourselveé
Rom. 63:11.

Do not try to suppress the sin; do
not try to reckon it dead. But ’
reckon YOURSELF dead to it. This

word DEAD has the force here as it
has vhere Abraham was as dead in Bo
Tar as being able to become a fathe:
in his o0ld age. If we reckon our=-
selves to be alive unto Christ, we
can walk oblivicus of sin about usc. .
Vith our eyes on Christ, and our
hands and feet busy in His service,
the desires and lusts of the flesh
can hardly make themselves heard.
This is God's way, and the only
successful way. Try it.
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~THE EDITOR'S DESK-

The condition of the Editor's 3
desks remains sbout the same. The
hone of any improvement seems to be
rather recmote.

An exposition of the epistle of
Paul to the Phil. is still the sub=
Jject of the radio broadcasts. If
in this area, tune in each Tue.
nite at 7. It is on station VRSW
at Wwersaw and you will find it at
107.3 on the FM dial.

Hrs, Baker and I are still
struggling to get the vaper, TRUTH
FOP TODAY, out each month. It is a
busy time. JTast summer we had to
give up and combine two months into
one. We hope that will not have to
hapnen again.

The Bible class which meets at
my home each Tue. nite at 7145 is
now studying BEFORE AND AFTER ACTS
28:28, and also carrying on the
studies in Romans. We should like
to bave more of you come and join
us in these interesting studies,

Goldie and Dot each had a male
calf. The calves are running with
their mothers in the pasture. In
a littre while they will get to
;take a trip to the big city. Some
'oecple like veal,

Somc folks donated us another
id. Jow we have 9.

Part of the corn field I spoke
of last month was soon taken over
thy wild ducks. ‘hen the flood
iabated, I sowed the low place to
Janary Orass. Almost stuck in the
rmui cultivating what corn was left.
The hay has been made and the Su-

dan grass is coming nicelys

We are working on the mailing
list so0 as to get it up to date.,

We hope to be able to get us an ad=
dressing machine soon. I% will
save us a lot of time each month.

We are glad to get the names and
addresses of your relatives and
friends who might be interested in
the paper. We can send them sample
copies. There is no charge or sube
scription price for it.

I expect to be in Muskegon, Mich,
at the fellowship there Aug. 6 and
2?7. Hope to see all my good
friends up there again.

Receipts for May; A48 $1., 449
$1., ASO $25., A5L $1., 452 2.,
A53 $1., A54 $5. The expenses for
the month were $45.32.

I have a complete stock of the
publications of C. H. Welch that
are now in print. A set of 10 of
his pamphlets, $1.37. Books; JUST
AND THE JUSTIFIER, $1.90. DISPEN-
SATIONAL TRUTHE, $1.25. THE TESTI-
MONY OF THE ILORD'S PRISONER, $1.25.
MIRACLE, PARABLE, AND SIGN, $1.40.
THE FORM QF SOUND VORDE, 75£. Add
about 10% to cover postage.

Vie believe in intercessory
prayer and hope all of you will
continue to pray for us and the
ministry.

My home is on the Harrison Cen-
ter Rd., 4 miles south of Atwood or
6 miles west of Viarsaw.

I certainly have enjoyed your
letters. They are a great encour-
agement to do better work.
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TRUTH FOR TODAY
Oscar M. Baker

R 2, Yarsaw, Ind.
T.e S. A.

rOST"ASTER: If unable
to deliver, notify
sender on form 3547.

OSCAR M., BAXER, R 2, Warsaw, Ind.

W 62 m e W el @ X D 4@ W M Cn WD ee oW

Sec., 562, P.L.& R,

26



