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-IDEKTIPlGATIOlf-
GHRIST DIED FOR US. Rom« 5;8. 

You have heard t h i s S c r i p t u r e he-
f o r e . I t i s nothing new to you. Yet 
do you know what i t means? 

The great mass of Christendom 
today has l i t t l e i d e a t h a t on the 
cross of C a l v a r y was a dual c r u c i ­
f i x i o n . That C h r i s t d i e d as a mar­
t y r to a great cause, many w i l l ad­
mit. But the average C h r i s t i a n has 
l i t t l e comprehension of the f a c t 
that he might have had a p a r t i n 
that death on the c r o s s . I t i s hard 
f o r him to r e a l i z e t h a t C h r i s t d i e d 
there as a s u b s t i t u t e f o r him. I t 
i s s t i l l harder f o r him to r e a l i z e 
that i n that s u b s t i t u t i o n a r y s a c r i -
j f i c e he was very i n t i m a t e l y i d e n t i ­
f i e d w i t h the V i c t i m . 

Science has di s c o v e r e d c e r t a i n 
laws i n the m a t e r i a l world. I t has 
been found t h a t when c e r t a i n sub­
stances meet other substances t h a t 
a r e a c t i o n i s bound to occurs There 
are s i m i l a r laws i n the s p i r i t u s i l 
jrealm. F or example, when HOLIKESS 
meets SIS, the r e a c t i o n i s "JRATH, 
Th i s was p i c t u r e d to the I s r a e l i t e s 
}of o l d by the f i r e f a l l i n g upon the 
' s i n - o f f e r i n g outside the can^i. I n 
the process of making an o f f e r i n g , 
the o f f e r e r drew near arai presented 
jthe o f f e r i n g . The o f f e r i n g was 
Iwithout blemish. A f t e r the a l l - s e e ­
ing eye of Jehovah had examined the 
o f f e r i n g , the man put h i s hand up­
on i t s head, and the V/ord s a y s ; I T 
SHALL BE ACOEPT..JD FOR HM TO MAKE 
Aff ATOKEMENT FOR HIM, The hand put 
upon the head o f the o f f e r i n g s i g ­
n i f i e d s u b s t i t u t i o n . I t s i g n i f i e d 
that s i n had been t r a n s f e r r e d from 
the s i n n e r to the v i c t i m of s a c r i ­
f i c e . 

The T/ord ATOHEMSNT s i g n i f i e s A 
COVERING. T h i s has a tv/o-fold ap­
p l i c a t i o n . F i r s t , i t i s a c o v e r i n g 
f o r s i n . T h i s goes so f a r as to i n -
•clude s a t i s f a c t i o n f o r s i n . I t co-
i V e r s the s i n n e r from the consequen-
joes of h i s s i n . Second, the blood 
|of C h r i s t covers the s i n n e r w i t h 
His e x c e l l e n c y . T h i s means th a t the 
si n n e r i s covered by the r i g h t e o u s -
incss of C h r i s t . 
I I t i s a common p r a c t i c e among 
}sheep herders t h a t when a sheep has 

l o s t a lamb and t h e r e i s an orphan 
on hand, he t a k e s the s k i n o f the 
dead lamb and puts i t on the or­
phan. The sheep then accepts the 
l i t t l e orphan as h e r own. T h i s i s a 
l i t t l e l i k e the atonement. The only 
way we can ever be accepted of God 
i s t o be c l o t h e d w i t h the r i g h t e o u s ­
ness of the Lamb s l a i n from the 
foundation of tho w o r l d . I n our­
s e l v e s i s no good t h i n g . I n our­
s e l v e s i s nothing t h a t can be a c ­
ceptable w i t h God. The I s r a e l i t e 
put h i s hand on the head of the 
s a c r i f i c i a l v i c t i m . T h i s was l e a n -
on i t , so to speak, and t h a t i s the 
i d e a implied i n tho o r i g i n a l l a n ­
guage. He c o u l d not LEAN" on h i s own 
good works, f o r they a r e as but 
f i l t h y rRgs i n the s i g h t of God. He 
could not r e l y o r loan upon h i s own 
goodness, f o r h i s f l e s h was con­
demned to death. By the one man A-
dam, s i n had entered the w o r l d . By 
s i n had entered death. So a l l i n 
Adam d i e . There i s no es c a p i n g t h a t 
v e r d i c t . There i s o n l y One who was 
acc e p t a b l e w i t h God. That v/as H i s 
ov/n beloved Son. The only hope of 
any man i s to get h i m s e l f somehow 
i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the Son and t h e r e ­
by g a i n i c c e s s and acceptance v/ith 
the F a t h e r . That way was provided 
on C a l v a r y . Remember, s i n t h a t i s 
not covered b r i n g s down wrscth vAien 
i t i s met by the h o l i n e s s of God. 

The ark was p i t c h e d , without and 
w i t h i n , v;ith p i t c h . T h i s p i t c h i s 
KAPHAR which i s the word f o r ATOWE-
J4ENT. I t was t h i s c o v e r i n g of p i t c h 
which kept out tho waters of STRATH 
from IToah and h i s f a m i l y . How s a f e 
and s e c u r e they could f e e l as they 
rode out tho storm o f God's v/rath 
w i t h the atonement between. So wo 
too can look to the atonement on 
a l v a r y . The wrath of God was 

poured out on Him Y/ho became s i n 
f o r u s . There He died f o r u s . He 
took the pe n a l t y v/hich r i g h t f u l l y 
v/as o u r s . That i s what we can l e a n 
upon. That i a what we can depend 
on. He d i e d as a s u b s t i t u t e f o r u s . 
He d i e d a s a s u b s t i t u t e f o r MB, 

These ideas of LEAMING UPON and 
SUBSTITUTION b r i n g i n the f u r t h e r 
i d e a of IDENTIFICATION. T h i s doc-
t r i n o i s e s p e c i a l l y emnhasizcd by 
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the a p o s t l e P a u l , a l t h o o t h e r s | 
wrote concerning i t a l s o . I f a man 
should go to j a i l f o r me i n my 
p l a c e f o r something I had done con­
t r a r y to the Iwn, he would he a s ­
suming my g u i l t i f he pays the pe­
n a l t y . That means t h a t I am iden­
t i f i e d v/ith him to t h a t extent. For 
v/hen he has f i n i s h e d paying the pe­
n a l t y , I am f r e e from the p e n a l t y 
of the law. I have p a i d that p e n a l ­
t y i n h i s person. 

As v/e study t h i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
with C h r i s t v/c f i n d t h a t t h e r e i s 
more than one phase of i t . Also v/c 
|f ind that there i s a much more com-
j p l c t e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n f o r the b e l i e -
i T u r today than t h e r e v/as i n the 
.former d i s p e n s a t i o n , 
j The f i r s t point of i d e n t i f i c a -
|tion iE3 i n tho DEATH OF CHRIST. 
IPaul's testimony i n G a l . 2:20 i s ; 
1"I have toon c r u c i f i e d v/ith C h r i s t , 
n e v e r t h e l e s s I l i v e , yet not I , hut 
C h r i s t l i v e t h i n me and the l i f e 
i\;hich I now l i v e i n the f l e s h I 
l i v e by t h ^ f a i t h of the Son of God 
V/ho loved me and gave Himself f o r 
me." T h i s c l i ^ a r l y i d e n t i f i e s the 
b e l i e v e r w i t h C h r i s t i n His c r u c i ­
f i x i o n . I t shov/Q th a t v/hen C h r i s t 
v/as c r u c i f i e d , tho b e l i u v e r v/as 
j u d i c i a l l y c r u c i f i e d v/ith Him i n 
the s i g h t of God. A l l debt of s i n 
v/as f u l l y p a i d . Th^ b e l i e v e r v/as 
j c l o a r e d . C h r i s t v/as the s i n l e s s One 
;Ho took tho p l a c e of the b e l i e v e r . 
iHc made s a t i s f a c t i o n f o r every 
iclaim that s i n had. I f He took our 
•place before thu F a t h e r , then we 
jean take His p l a c e before the F a -
'thor. I f He i d e n t i f i e d Himself w i t h 
,us and our s i n , then by v i r t u e of 
ithat accomplished f a c t v/e can take 
His p l a c e i n His s i n l e s s n e s s before 
the F.'ithur. That i s our only ground 
of acceptance. That i s the only v/ay 
ithat God could be j u s t and a t the 
•s'ime time J u s t i f i ^ ^ r of every one 
jvho b e l i e v e s i n C h r i s t . V/c must 
•ever remember t h a t the v/ages of s i n 
;ie death. But v/hen v/e were ye t 
iv/ithout litr^jngth, i . e . any s t r e n g t h 
ito sav^ o u r s e l v e s C h r i s t d i e d f o r 
ithe ungodly. As f o r us poor Gen-
| t i l e s of the preoont d i s p e n s a t i o n , 
jwe can only say. We v;crc v/ithout 
i C h r i s t and v/ithout God, h aving no 
hope, but nov/ v/e are made nigh by 
:the blood of C h r i s t . 

I 

The second p o i n t of i d e n t i f i ­
c a t i o n i s BURIED mm HIM. Wo road 
i n C o l . 2J12, B u r i e d v/ith Him i n 
baptism, v/herein a l s o ye are r i s e n 
v/ith Him t h r u the f a i t h of tho 
o p e r a t i o n of God, \'lao hath r a i s e d 
Him from the dead. God reckons the 
b e l i e v e r to be, not only c r u c i f i e d 
v/ith C h r i s t , but a l s o b u r i e d w i t h 
Him. T h i s baptism has nothing to do 
v/ith water. Long a f t e r His baptism 
i n the Jordan, our Lord spoke of a 
f u r t h e r baptism which He was to un­
dergo . He s a i d , I have a baptism to 
be b a p t i z e d v/ith, and hov/ am I 
s t r a i t e n e d v / i l l i t be accomplished! 
f/hen the v/aves and b i l l o w s of God's 
wrath r o l l e d over the Lord accord­
in g to Paa. 42:7 He r e c e i v e d a bap­
t i s m . Here He v/as immersed and bap­
t i z e d . T/o wore i d e n t i f i e d v/ith Him 
i n i t . He v/as b u r i e d a f t e r His 
d e ath. V/ith t h i s a l s o the b o l i e v c r 
i s i d e n t i f i e d . 

We cannot stop here^ B u r i a l 
means death. Speaking t h r u the 
p s a l m i s t , the Lord s a i d . Thou w i l t 
not l e a v e my s o u l i n Sheol, ( i . e . 
the g r a v e ) . I f C h r i s t be not r a i s e d 
from the dead, v/e are indeed m i s e r ­
able c r e a t u r e s v/ithout hope. I f 
C h r i s t be not r a i s e d from the dead, 
then a l l the dead have p e r i s h e d . 
They v / i l l never r i s e . 

But there i s a s p i r i t u a l a p p l i -
•cation by v/hich those who have d i e d 
v/ith C h r i s t to the t h i n g s of t h i s 
v/orld may a l s o be r a i s e d w i t h Him 
i n t o ncvrness of l i f e . They need no 
l onger v/alk i n ihe f l e s h , but i n 
the S p i r i t . The mass of C h r i s t i a n s 
today has not had t h i s e xperience. 
They are s t i l l i n the f l e s h . They 
mind e a r t h l y t h i n g s . They can h a r d ­
l y be d i s t i n g u i s h e d from the unbe­
l i e v e r s . Thqy have l i f e , but no­
t h i n g more. Those v/ho l i v e i n such 
a s t a t e w i l l have t h e i r v/orks 
burned up i n the t e s t i n g , but they 
themselves w i l l be saved as by f i r e . 

So our t h i r d p o i n t i n i d e n t i f i ­
c a t i o n w i t h C h r i s t i s i n HIS RESUR­
RECTION. To the s a i n t s at Colossao 
P a u l s a i d , Ye are r i s e n v/ith Him. 
To the Ephesian s a i n t s Paul s a i d , 
R a i s e d up together> and a g a i n i n 
C o l . 3:1, R i s e n v/ith C h r i s t . Not 
only can a b e l i e v e r d i e and be bu­
r i e d v/ith C h r i s t , but he can be 
r a i s e d v/ith C h r i s t . C h r i s t was 
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r a i s e d f o r or because of our j u s -
t i f i c a t i o n . God v/as s a t i s f i e d w i t h 
the v/ork of C h r i s t on the c r o s s . 
His r e s u r r e c t i o n v;as a d e f i n i t e 
s i g n and p r o f f to us t h a t a l l dc-» 
mands had been f u l l y met i n C h r i s t 
and His one s a c r i f i c e . ¥o are 
saved by the r e s u r r e c t i o n l i f e of 
C h r i s t . Y/ithout i t there would be 
no s a l v a t i o n ^ Per i f , v/hen v/e were 
enemies, we v/ere r e c o n c i l e d to God 
by the death of His Son, much more, 
being r e c o n c i l e d , v.e s h a l l be saved 
by His l i f c j Rom. 5:10. Some have 
imade the mistake of t h i n k i n g t h a t 
i t v/as by His l i f e and example be­
f o r e His death t h a t v/e r e c e i v e s a l ­
v a t i o n . That i s not t r u e . He d i d 
leave an example f o r the b e l i e v e r 
i n that l i f e , but nothing of sal-va-
t i o n . His h u m i l i a t i o n and becoming 
a servant and being obedient, even 
uiito deathi are v/onderful examples 
f o r us b e l i e v e r s , but they can do 
nothing f o r the s i n n e r , the one who 
i s yet i n s i n . L i f e comes only by 
reason of His r e s u r r e c t i o n . 

Hov; i n these throe p o i n t s wo 
have seen how that a b e l i e v e r may 
be identifiv-d w i t h C h r i s t i n His 
death, b u r i a l , and r e s u r r e c t i o n 
T h i s was a message t h a t v/as p r e a c h e i v e n l y h o p e s I t does not look f o r a 
to Jewish b e l i e v e r s of Acts times. 
I t v/as a l s o preached to such Gen-
i t i l e s as v/ore g r a f f .d i n t o the 

H i s a p o s t l e s were given a commi-
s i o n to r c o f f e r the K i n g and tho 
Kingdom a f t e r His death. That they 
f a i t h f u l l y d i d t h i s i s recorded i n 
the Acta, They were a b l e to r c o f f c r 
the kingdom t o the Jev/s because our 
Lord paryed f o r t h e i r f o r g i v o n c s o 
on the c r o s s so t h a t thqy might 
have another e'hancco I f , d u r i n g the 
Acts p e r i o d , I s r a e l had repented 
and r e c e i v e d C h r i s t as h e r Messiah, 
the kingdom, the Millennium, would 
have s t a r t e d during the f i r s t cen­
t u r y . 

The message of f o r g i v e n e s s and 
the r c o f f e r of the kingdom v/as t a ­
ken to every c i t y and Synagogue 
v/here Jev/s v/erc v/ont to congregate. 
Beginning at Jerusalem and ending 
up i n Rome they c o n s i s t e n t l y r e ­
j e c t e d the gospel which was to them. 
So a t A c t s 28:28 the o f f e r of tho 
kingdom v/as withdrawn, I s r a e l was 
s e t a s i d e f o r a time and counted, 
not f i r s t , but on an e q u a l i t y v/ith 
the other n a t i o n s o f the world. 
The p r e s e n t disp^^nsation i s the 
g r e a t Myst :.ry or s e c r e t d i s p e n s a ­
t i o n of the grace of God to u s Gen­
t i l e s . T h i s d i s p e n s a t i o n docs not 
have an e a r t h l y hope. I t has a hea-

King, but i t looks f o r tho manifes­
t a t i o n o f a S a v i o r , the Head of the 
Church which i s H i s Body. I f a Jew 

i o l i v c t r e e v/hich represented Israel.vrould p a r t a k e o f tho b l e s s i n g s and 
j i t v/as preached to a l l v/ho had hope 
I i n the kingdom of the heavens. You 
may s e a r c h the gospels, the Acts of 
the Apostles, and a l l the e p i s t l e s 
w r i t t e n d u r i n g t h a t time, and hero 
iand there v / i l l crop up these doc-
j t r i n e s . But that i s as trxr as the 

hope of t h i s d i s p e n s a t i o n , he must 
do so v/ithout any advantage of na­
t i o n a l i t y or covenant r e l a t i o n s h i p 
v/ith God. At one time i t was im­
p o s s i b l e f o r a G e n t i l e to r e c e i v e 
any s p e c i a l b l e s s i n g v/ithout becom­
in g a Jev/, Nov/ a JeW cannot r c c o i v o 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n goes f o r those folkSgany s p e c i a l b l e s s i n g v/ithout becom-
;They are l i m i t e d to t h i s e a r t h i n 
i r e s u r r e c t i o p hope. They look f o r -
iward to a King and a kingdom. They 
jlookod f o r a King Yiho \7ould appear 
I i n the sMeC and descend to the 
!earth to take over the throne of 
iHis f a t h e r David. No one i n the 0 T 
itimes had the hope of going to hea-
ivon a f t e r r e s u r r e c t i o n . Neither was 
ithat the hope of any i n the N T up 
ito the ends of the events as r e -
icordcd i n A c t s , Our Lord o f f e r e d 
j H i n s e l f as King v/hen here on e a r t h 
jHe o f f e r . d a p a r t i n tho kingdom to 
I any of His b r e t h r e n , the Jev/s, i f 
ithcy would only accept i t by f a i t h . 

ing ao a G e n t i l e . Jev; and G e n t i l e 
a l i k e are b l e s s e d i n C h r i s t Jecuo 
today I not i n f a i t h f u l Abrnham as 
before the end of ActB„ I t i s no 
longer the Jew f i r s t , but both are 
on an e q u a l i t y . The middle w a l l of 
p a r t i t i o n which d i v i d e d the Jewish 
and G e n t i l e b e l i e v e r s of the Acts 
p e r i o d has been a b o l i s h e d . The two 
are now one new man, c r e a t e d so i n 
C h r i s t Jesus,, 

So s i n c e Acts 20:28 we have had 
added tv/o more p'jints of i d e n t i f i ­
c a t i o n w i t h C h r i s t , The f i r a t of 
thase i s with HIS ASC'llNSION, By 
f a i t h a b e l i e v e r today can be made 

I I * 



to s i t together w i t h C h r i s t i n hea­
ve n l y p l a c e s , Eph. 2:6. No longer 
can i t he s a i d t h a t the meek s h a l l 
i n h e r i t the e a r t h . A nev/ c a l l i n g i s 
he ing o f f e r e d v/hich i s not on t h i s 
e a r t h . I t i s i n heavenly p l a c e s , 
•"•e can experience the mighty power 
v/hich s e t C h r i s t at the r i g h t hand 
of the F a t h e r . We can have our c i -
i t i z e n s h i p i n the same p l a c e . There 
i s wh.ere we are to s e t our a f f e c ­
t i o n s , not on the t h i n g s here on 
jthe e a r t h . I f we have died w i t h 
{ C h r i s t , then our l i f e i s h i d with 
i C h r i s t i n God. V/e then await an 
j e a r l i e r r e s u r r e c t i o n from among the 
idead, P h i l . 3:11. 
; The second f u r t h e r p o i n t of 
' i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the h e l i e v e r t o ­
day w ith C h r i s t i s i n H i s M A N I F E S -
TATIOIf. T h i s i s the E P I P K A N E I A . I t 
occurs i n the h e ^ i v e n l i e s . V/hen 
' C h r i s t , \Iho i s our l i f e , s h a l l he 
jraude m a n i f e s t , then s h a l l ye a l s o 
•b'i made manifest v/ith Him i n g l o r y , 
I C o l . 3:4. A l l peoples of the k i n g -
jdoni d i s p e n s a t i o n av/ait a g l o r i f i -
'cation v/hen C h r i s t w i l l appear i n 
ithe cloudd on Hit, v/ay to the e a r t h , 
!But the h e l i e v e r today can hope to 
jhe manifested with Him i n the hea-
i v e n l i c s b e f o r e He s t a r t s His e a r t h -
^ward journey. The Church v/hich i s 
Hiii Pody i s to be an example of His 
.workrianship and to shov/ f o r t h the 
manifold wisdom of God to p r i n c i -
' p a l i t i e s ;ind pov/ers i n the heavenly 
.places. But those who have p a r t i n 
^the kingdom here on e a r t h w i l l d i s ­
p l a y to the nations of the e a r t h 
• the, manifold v/isdom of God. Each 

person i n any d i s p e n s a t i o n may have 
a p a r t i n the p l a n and purpose "of 
God. But i t i s up to each one to 
f i n d out what p o s i t i o n i s o f f e r e d 
and v/hat h i s d u t i e s a r e , 

A workman who t r i e s t o work a c ­
cording to some other d i s p e n s a t i o n 
w i l l c e r t a i n l y be ashamed. Ho must 
r i g h t l y d i v i d e the Word of t r u t h . 
He must b u i l d according to d i r e c ­
t i o n s . A b u i l d i n g of hay, straw, or 
stubble w i l l not abide, even tho i t 
be b u i l t on the r i g h t foundation. 

L e t us seek t o f i n d a l l that God 
has to o f f e r u s . L o t us go deeply 
i n t o the experience of b e i n g oru-» 
c i f i e d , b u r i e d , r e s u r r e c t e d , a s ­
cended, and manifested w i t h C h r i s t , 

-oOo-
The above a r t i c l e was given over 

r a d i o s t a t i o n , Jan, 9, 1951, 
I nov/ have V'elch's ncv/ book, The 

P r i z e of tho High C a l l i n g . I t i s an 
e x p o s i t i o n of P h i l , , p r i c e #1.25. 

For other books by vfclch, see 
back numbers of TRUTH FOR TODAY. 

R e c e i p t s f o r Nov. - A92 ( I n d . ) 
$25., A93 (111.) #10,, A94 (111.) 
§2., A95 (111.) |2., A96 (Mich.) 
$5., A97 (Mich. $5., A98 (Mich.) 
#10., A99 (Mich.) #10,, AOO ( A r i z . ) 
$25. Thanks so much. Tho expense 
v/as $53,85. 

K..ep sending i n the names and 
addresses of t h o s e v/ho might l i k e 
to get the paper. 

Rv-member the radio program each 
Tue, n i t e at 7 and the c l a s s a t my 
home r i g h t a f t e r i t a t 7,45. 

Thanks f o r the many l e t t e r s and 
c a r d s , & e s p e c i a l l y your prayerse 

T.iUTH F H R TODAY Sec, 562, P.L,& R. 
O i j c a r M. Bakor 
R 2, Warsaw, Ind, USA 

^03TICAST^Ji: 
I f unable to 
d e l i v v ^ r , n o t i f y 
y o n d e r on form 
3547. 

1 2 0 


