NO. 29.

= IDENT IFICAT ION-
CHRIST DIED FOR US. Rom. 5:8.
You have heard this Scripture be-
fore. It is nothing new to you. Yet
do you know what it means?

The great mass of Christendom
today has little idea that on the
cross of Calvary was a dual cruci-
fixion. That Christ died as a mare-
tyr to a great cause, many will ad-
mit. But the average Christian has
little comprehension of the fact
that he might have had a part in
that death on the cross. It is hard
for him to realize that Christ died
there as a substitute for him. It
is 8till harder for him to realize
that in that substitutionary sacri-
fice he was very intimately identi-
fied with the Vietim.

Science has discovered certain
laws in the material world. It has
been found that when certain sub=-
;8tances meet other substances that
ja reaction is bound to occur. There
are similar laws in the spiritual
realm. For example, when HOLINESS
meets SIN, the reaction is VRATH,
This was pictured to the Israelites
of old by the fire falling upon the
.:8in=-offering outside the camp. In
the process of making an offering,
the offerer drew near and presented
the offering. The offering was
without blemish. After the all-see=
ing eye of Jehovah had examined the
offering, the man put his hand up=-
on its head, and the Word says; IT
{SHALL BE ACCEPT..D FOR HIM TO MAKE
AN ATONEMENT FOR HIM. The hand put
upon the head of the offcring sig-
nificd substitution. It signified
that sin had been transferred from
;@e sinner to the victim of sacri-

1Cee .
The word ATONEMENT signifies A
{COVERING. This has a two-fold ap-
'plication. First, it is a covering
1 - . .
‘for sin. This goes so far as to in=-
iclude satisfaction for sin. It co=-
vers the sinner from the consequen-
jces of his sin. Second, the blood
lof Christ covers the sinner with
iHis excellency. This means that the
‘sinner is covered by the rightcous-
‘ncss of Christ.

i 1% is a common practice among
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lost a lamb and there is an orphan
on hand, he takes the skin of the
dead lamb and puts it on the or-
phan. The sheep then accepts the
little orphan as hexr om. This is g
1ittlce like the atonement. The only
way we can cver be accepted of God
is to be clothed with the righteous
ness of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world. In our-
selves is no good thing. In our-
selves is nothing that can be ace-
ceptable with God. The Israelite
put his hand on the head of the
sacrificial victim. This was lean-
on it, so to speak, and that is the
ideca implicd in the original lane
guagc. He could not LEAN on his own
good works, for they are as but
filthy regs in the sight of God. Hc
could not rely or lean upon his own
goodness, for his flesh was con-
dcmned to dcath. By the onc man A-
dam, sin had entcred the world. By
sin had centcereod death. So all in
Adsm dic. There is no cscaping that
verdict. There is only Onc who was
acceptable with God. That was His
own beloved Son. The only hope of
any man is to get himsclf somchow
identificd with the Son and thorge
by gain access and acceptance with
the Father. That way was provided
on Calvary. Romember, sin that is
not covercd brings down wrath vhon
it is met by the holincss of God.
The ark was pitched, without and
within, with pitch. This pitch is
KAPHAR which is the word for ATCONE-
MENT. It was this covoering of pitaeh
which kept out the waters of WRATH
from Noah and his family. How safc
and securc thcy could feel as thoy
rodc out the storm of God's wrath
with the atoncment betwecen. So we
too can look to the atoncment on
Calvary. The wrath of God was
pourcd out on Him Who beecamc sin
for us. Therc He diecd for us. He
took the ponalty which rightfully
was ours, That is what wec can lean
upons That is what we can dcpond
on. He dicd as a substitutc for us.
He diecd as a substitute for ME.
Thesc ideas of LEANING UPON and
SUBSTITUTION bring in the furiher
idca of IDENTIFICATION. This doce-

isheep herders that when a sheep has

trinc is cspecially omnhasizod by
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the apostle Paul, altho others
vrote concerning it also. If a man
should go to jail for me in my
place for somcthing I had done con-
trary to the lgw, he would be as-
suming my guilt if he pays the pe-
nalty. That means that I am iden-
tified with him to that extent. For
when he has finished paying the pe-
nalty, I am frce from the penalty
of the law. I have paid that penal-
ty in his pecrson.
As wc study this identification

with Christ we find that there is

ore than onc phasc of it. Also wg
find that there is a much more com-
plcte identification for the belic-
wor today than there was in the
Sformer dispcensation.
i The first point of identifica-~
ltion is in the DEATH OF CHRIST.
[Paul's tustimony in Gal, 2:20 is;
T have been erucificd with Christ,
nevertheless I live, yet not I, but
Shrist liveth in me and the 1life
vvhich I now live in the flesh I
live by the faith of the Son of God
Yiho loved me and gave Himsclf for
me." This clcarly identifics the
boelicver with Christ in His cruci-
fixion. It shows that when Christ
was crucificd, the belicvver was
judicinlly crucificd with Him in
the sight of God. All debt of sin
was fully paid. The belicver was
lelcarced. Christ was the sinlcss Onc
Fc took thu placc of thc belicvers
ic made satisfaction for cvery
iclaim that sin had. If He took our
‘place before the Father, then we
lcan take His placc beforc the Fa-
‘thor. If He idontificd Himself with
us and our sin, then by virtue of
Ithat accomplished fact we can take
His placc in His sinlessncss before
{thc Father. That is our only ground
lof accuptance. That is thce only way
ithat God could bc just and at the
isame time Justificr of every onc
ivho belicves in Christ. Ve must
icver romomber that the wages of sin
‘is death. But when we were yet
without strongth, (i.c. any strength
to suv. oursclves) Christ died for
‘the ungodly. As for us poor Gine
itiles of the prescnt disponsation,
jwe can only say, We vere without
IChrist and without God, having no
‘hope, but now we arc madc nigh by

|

The sccond point of identifie
cation is BURIED VITH HIM, We rcad
in Col. 2:12, Buried with Him in
baptism, whercin alse ye are riscn
with Him thru the faith of the
operation of God, Vho hath raiscd
Him from the decad. God rcckons the
believer to be, not only crucificd
with Chtrist, but also buricd with
Him. This baptism has nothing to do
with water. Long after His baptism
in the Jordan, our Iord spoke of a
further baptism which He was to une
dergo. Hec said, I have a baptism to
be baptized with, and how am I
straitoned will it be accomplished!
When the waves and billows of God's
wrath rollcd over the Lord accorde
ing to Pasa. 42:7 He rccecived a bap-
tism. Herc He was immorscd and bap-
tizeds We were identificd with Him
in it. Hec was buricd after His
dcath. With this also the belicver
ig identificd.

We cannot stop here. Burial
means death. Spcaking thru the
psalmist, the Lord said, Thou wilt
not leave my soul in Sheol, (i.e.
the grave). If Christ be not raised
from the dead, we are indced misere
able creaturcs without hope. If
Christ be not raiscd from the decad,
then 21l the dead have perished.
Theoy will never risce

But there is a spiritual appli-
beation by which those who have dicd
vith Christ to the things of this
world may also be raised with Him
into ncvness of life. They nced no
longer walk in the flesh, but in
the Spirit, Thc mass of Christians
today has not had this cxpcricnce.
They arc still in the flesh. They
mind carthly things. They can harde-
ly be distinguished from the unbee
licevers. They have life, but no-
thing morc. Thosc who live in such
a statc will have their works
burncd up in the tcsting, but they
themsclves will be saved as by firce

So our third peint in identifi-
cation with Christ is in HIS RESUR-
RECTION. To the saints at Colossac
Paul said, Yo arc riscn with Him,
To the Ephesian saints Paul said,
Raiscd up togcther; and again in
Col., 3:1, Riscn with Christ. Not
only c¢an a belicver dic and be bu~
ricd with Christ, but hc can be

the blood of Christ.

raised with Christ, Christ was
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raigcd for or beeausc of our juse~
tification. God was satisfi.d with
the work of Christ on the cross.
His rcsurrcction wvas a definite
sign and proff to us that all doe
mands had boeen fully met in Christ
and His onc sacrificc. We arc

saved by the resurrcetion life of
Christ. Without it therc would be
no salvation, For if, whoen we vere
cncmics, we were reconciled to God
by the dcath of His Son, much more,
buing rceoneiled, v shall bo saved
jby His lifc, Rom. 5:10. Somc have
imade the mistake of thinking that
it was by His lifc and oxamplc be-
forc His dcath that we recceive sale
vation. That is not truc. He did
leave an oxamplc for the belicver
in that 1lifc, but nothing of salva-
tion. His humiliation and bccoming
a scrvant and being obcedicnt, cven
unto dcath; arc wondurful cxamplos
for us beclicvers, but they can do
nothing for the sinner, the onc who
is yet in sin. Lifc comaes only by
rcason of His rcesurrcction.

Now in these three points wo
have scen how that a beclicver may
be identifi.d with Christ in His
d.ath, burial, and resurrection.
This was a messagce that was proache
to Jewish beliovers of Acts times,
It was also prcach.d to such Gen-
tiles as wurce graff.d into thoe
iolive trec which represcntcd Isracl
It wos preached to all who had hope
yin the kingdom of thc hoeavens. You
émay scarch thce gospcels, the Acts of
jthe Apostlcs, and ~ll the cpistlces
writtcen during that time, and here
‘and thoere will crop up those doce
ltrincs. But that is as far as the
‘identification gocs for those folks
‘Thoy arc limited to this carth in
rasurrectionp hope. Thoy look for-
ivard to a King and a kingdom. They
llooked for a King Vho would appcar
'in the skius and doscend to thoe
‘carth to take over the thronc of
His fathor Davide No onc in the O T
itimes had the hope of going to hoae
iven aftur rosurrcetion. Noither was
ithat the hope of any in the N T up
o the cnds of the ovents np ree
'cordcd in Acts. Our Lord offcrcd
Himgclf as King when herc on carth,
(He offor.d a part in the kingdom to
jany of His brcthren, the Jows, if
ithey would only accept it by faith.

His apostles were given a commi=
sion to rcoffcer the King and the
Kingdom after His dcath. That they
faithfully d4id this is rccorded in
the Acto. Thoy viere able to rcoffon
the kingdom to the Jows becausc oux
Lord parycd for their forgivencss
on the cross oo that thoy might
have another ghance. If, during the
Acts period, Isracl had repoented
and rcecuived Christ as her Messiah,
the kingdom, the Millennium, would
have startod during the first cone
tury.

The message of forgivencss and
the reoffer of the kingdom vras ta-
ken to cvery city and Synagoguc
vhere Jows were wont to congregato.
Beginning at Jerusalem and onding
up in Romc they consistcently re-
jeetud the gospel which was to them
S0 at Acts 28:28 the offcr of the
kingdom was withdrawn. Isracl was
set aside for a time and countod,
not first, but on an cquality with
the other nations of the world.

The present disponsation is the
grcat lyst .xy or scerct disponsa-
tion of the gracc of God to us Gone
tiles. This disponsation docs not
have an carthly hops. It has a hoa-
ivenly hopce It docs not look for a
King, but it looks for the manifcs-
tation of a Savior, thc H.ad of the
Churck which is His Body. If 2 Jow
st'ould partakc of the blessings and
hopc of this disponsation, he must
do so wvithout any advantagc of na-
tionality or covcnant rclationship
vith God. At onc time it vas im-
possible for a Guntile to roccive
any spceial blessing without boeome
ing a Juwe Now a Juw cannct reccive
sany speeinl blessing without bocom-
ing ag o Gontile. Juw and Gentile
alike arc blcessed in Christ Jeous
today, not in faithful Abraham ag
before the ond of Acts. Tt is no
longer the Jew first, but both are
on an equality. The middle wall of
partition which divided the Jewigh
and Gentile believers of the Acts
pericd has been avolished. The two
are now one new man, created so in
Christ Jesus,

So since Acts £8:28 we have had
added two more points of identifie-
cation with Christ, The first of

these is with HIS ASITINSION. By

faith & believer today can be made
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to sit together with Christ in hea-
venly places, Eph. 2:6. No longer
can it be said that the meek shall
inherit the earth. A new calling is
veing offered which is not on this
earth. It is in heavenly places.

/e can experience the mighty power
which set Christ at the right hand
of the Father. We can have our ci=
tixenship in the same place. There
is where we are to set our affec-
tions, not on the things here on
the earth. If we have died with
Shrist, then our life is hid with
i1Christ in God. We then awailt an
iearlier resurrection from among the
;dead, Phil. 3:11.

: The second further vpoint of
lidentification of the believer to-
'day with Christ is in His HMANIFES-
|TATION. This is the EPIPHANEIA. It
loccurs in the heavenlies. When
“Jhrist, Who is our life, shall be
imude manifest, then shall ye also
b=z made manifest with Eim in glory,
"0ol. 3:4. All peoples of the king-
‘dom. disnensation await a glorifi-
!cation when Christ will appear in
‘the clouds on iy way to the earth.
But the believer today can hope to
‘be manifcsted with Him in the hea-
‘venlics before He starts His earth-
iward journey. The Church which is
His Pody is to be an cxample of His
.workmanship and to show forth the
manifold wisdom of God to princi~
palities and powers in the heavenly
places. Rut those who have part in
‘the kingdom here on carth will dis-
play to the nations of the earth
‘the manifold wisdom of God. Each

‘Tucs nitc at 7 and the class at my

person in any dispensation may have
a part in the plan and purpose of
God. But it is up to cach one %o
find out what position is offered
and what his dutics arc,

A workman who triecs to work ac-
cording to somec othcer dispensation
will ccrtainly be ashamed. He must
rightly dividc the Word of truth.
Ho must build according to dircs-
tions. A building of hay, siraw, or
stubble will not abide, even tho it
be built on the right foundation.

Lot us scek to find all that God
has to offer us. Lot us go deeply
into the expericnce of being cru-
cificd, buricd, resurrected, as-
conded, and manifested with Christ.
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The above articlc was given over
YIRSW radio station, Jan. 9, 195l1.

I now have Velch'®s ncw book, The
Prizc of the High Calling. It is an
cxposition of Phil.,pricc $1.25.

For othur books by Weleh, scc
back numbcrs of TRUTH FOR TODAY.

Roceipts for Nove = A92 EInd.
$25., A93 (T11.) $10., A94 (111,
$2., A95 (I11.) $2., A96 ﬁM-ich.
$5., A97 (Mich. $5., A98 (Mich,.
$10., A99 (Mich.'f $10., A00 (Ariz.)
825, Thanks so much. Thc cxpunsc
vas $53.85.

K.cp scnding in the namcs and
addrasscs of thosc who might like
to gct the paper.

Romanboer the radic program cach

home right after it at 7.45.
Thanks for thce many lectters and
cards, & cspocially your pray.rsS.
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