No. 30.
=SPIRIT AND FLESH-

The failure to discern the dif-
ference between things of the Spi-
rit and things of the flesh has led
tn much false doctrine. There must
be a right division made between
these two spheres if we are to go
forward in truth.

Too often man has mistaken an
emotional experience for a spirie
tual experience. He has not noticed
that there is a great difference
between fleshly functions and the
responses of the new man which is
created in the believer. A man may
get an emotional thrill from a sere
mon, especially if the preacher is
a good actor. Also he can get the
same kind of a thrill from a music
‘eoncert or a ball game.

: B3ecause of such error, many men
jteach that salvation is begun by a
work of the Spirit, but must be
.finished or perfected in the flesh.
iIn other words, they believe in
isalvation by grace as a starter,
ibut that a man must keep himself
isaved by good works. This was the
Ivary thing Paul was warning the
iGalatians against. They were not to
ithink that anything begun in the
iSpirit was to be perfected in the
[flesh. Paul taught the Philippians
jthat God would finish the good
iwork which He had begun in them.

If we read the Word aright, and
iexamine our own inmost hearts, we
!will discover a great truth. We
#7111l discover that in our flesh'is
‘mo good thing. We will discover
+that the best we can do, our own
righteousnesses, are as filthy rags
in the sight of God. In the flesh
.ve are helpless to do even one good
iwork acceptable in the sight of
God. Any good which we may do is
what He works in us thru the Holy
Spirit. It is not of ourselves.

That is why that God cannot in
any way trust us with the keeping
of our life or salvation. Our life
is hid with Christ in God. There it
is safe. Satan cannot reach it to
destroy it. Ve cannot touch it to
mar it. We can be thoroly persuaded
that He is able to keep it. Then
211 boasting will be excluded and
God will not be robbed of the glory

_ . @reuth Bor Today _

January 1951
=NCT MY WILLe

Few Christians know what it is
to be in the will of God. Multi-
tudes who have been saved by faith
have never learned to walk by
faith. .

Whenever we have the life of
Christ set before us as an example,
it is in connection with Christian
living, not the obtaining.of sal-
vation. It would be an absurdity to
exhort an unsaved person to have
the mind of Christ. Such a thing is
impossible.

During the 1life story of the
Tord we run across such expressions
ag § Ynot as I will,"™ "if Thou art
willinge...yet not My will," "to
sit on My right hand, and on My,
left, is not Mine to give,® "I can
of Mine own Self do nnthing: ag I
hear, I judge; and My judgment is
just: because I seek nct Mine own
will, but the will of My Father.
Which hath sent lMe," ®My doctrine
is not Mine but His That sent He,"
®the works which the Father hath
given Me to finish, the same works
that I do, bear witness of Me, that
the Father hath sent Me,® "I have
finished the work which Thou ga-
vest Me to do.® Many more might be
given, but these are sufficicnt
to show that Christ had no other
purpose or mind than to be in the
will of the Father. Fe did nothing
to please Himsclf, not ewven turning
a stone into bread. Once, and oncec
only, do we find Christ asserting
His own will. In the Lord‘®s prayer
of Jno. 17, verse 24, He says, "Fa~
ther I will that they also, whom
Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where I am; that they may bchold
My glory, which Thcu hast given
Me.® But this is spoken in antici-
pation of the future glory.

Now, what is TRUTH FOR TODAY? 1%
is found in Phil. 2:5, LET THIS
MIND BE IN YOU,.WHICH WAS ALSO IN
CHRIST JESUS. This is the only way
to perfection for the saint. He
must submit to the vhole will of
God. He must forget self.

It is impossiblc for one to have
rcal Christian joy and at the same
time be having his ovm way and will

.in the flcesh.
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So many are puzzled about the
question, VIHAT IS TRUTH FOR TODAY?
They open the Bible at random and
jread. They find scmething in one
»lace which seems to contradict
what they find in another. Many
give up after a while., They do not
kncw which way to turn. The only
way out for them is to listen to
what some preacher or tecacher has
t. say and follow him.

! But one can rightly divide the
Tord and find for himself vhat is
tTRUTH FOR TODAY. From Gen. 1-11
{all the truth that is given is gi-
,voen for mankind in general at that
‘timc. Of course scme of that truth
iis for all ages. It is not hard to
jducide on theses
i  But from Gen. 12 to the end of
‘Acts, God deals with a nation, Is-
iracl. Onc reading of the Bible can
iconvince anyone of that fact. But
‘cne must nct fail to include in
'this 1list all the epistles that
vere writtea during the time of
;Acts. That will include all the
‘vristles cxecpt the last 7 written
Xy the apgstle Paul. It will also
W neticed that scme Gentiles are
‘includcd in Acts, beginning with
.chapt.r 10 and on thru the book.
Th.sc are dealt with in a special
marner, partaking of the hope of
iTsroul by a process of being graf-
ir:d into the vlive trece as a wild
.-1ive branch. Thoy are dependent
*n Isracl for all blessing. Vhen
‘- d ccascd dealing with Isracl as
a fovored naticn at the ond of
‘Acts, then this special calling cf
Gentilos was terminatede.
' The KEY is Acts 28:28. There
iIsracl 1.st her favercd place and
‘nee morc was nuwbcred ameng the
_natims. Now teday, a8 in Gen. 1-11
‘5.4 is dealing with all naticns on
:an cquality, nenc being a favored
.nc. But out of all the bcelicvers
iis a choscn groups They find their
‘calling and hope in Eph., Phil.,
i301., and 2 Tim. Altho choscn in
ishrist Yeforc the feundation of the
alorld, this group had its beginning
iafter Acts 28:28.

=GOUNTERFEIT SATVATION-

As vic come ncarcr and ncarcr to
the last days of this dispcensation,
the greater will be the falling a-
vay from the truth. The lic will
become more pronounced and popular.
This is being cvidenced on cvery
hand by the flourishing and cxpand=-
ing of great numbers of religious
organizations. It is well that we
stop and takec stock of oursclves.
Morc than cver we should scarch the
BOOK, the only truc guide in this
proscnt darkncss, to scc whether we
arc on the way of truth or in the
WIAY THAT SEEMETH RIGHT UNTO A MAN,
but whosc cnd is d.ath.

Few of Adams's racc have been
plcasing to God. In their approach
to God, the followers of Caln have
far outnumbercd thesc who have fol-
lcwved Abel's cxample. Cain sought
the favor of Ged by scrvice or good
vorks which is nothing more than
bribery. He was very preud vhen he
offercd his cwn production of his
hands, Blindced by his pride, hs was
unable to sce the stamp of the
cursc that was affixed to the fruit
of the ground. Hc had forgotten
God's judgment upon the fruit of
the ground. He labored under the
mistaken notion that what was plca-
sing to himself would honor God.
Much of what passcs for worship of
God today, with all its music and
ritual and pomp and show, is just
nothing morc than indulgence in
pleasurc with the mistaken notion
that it could be plcasing to Gode.

Abel acknowledged his sinful-
ness. He offered the blood of a
substitute to atone for that sine.
Thru this blood he sought unmerited
favor from God. The lamb he of-
fered from his flock was typical
of THE LAMB OF GOD THAT TAKETH AYAY
THE SIN OF THE WORLD. He was ate-
copted; Cain was note

3atan is a liar and a counter-
feitere His greatest desire is
that no man shall be saved. He is
bchind overy movemgnt today which
in any way uscs thc approach of
Cain. His religion is ploodless.
His roligion is onc of works and
gervice. His rcligion has a gospel,
(not good ncws for fallcn man),
but serviece for an unfallen man

who has a spark of the divinc,
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=A HOLIDAY 20T20URRI-

Wise mon still sock Him.
Christ-mass igs the only lass
cclebrated alike by protestand and

Catholic.

Many heoathen tribes have wor-
shippcd the TREE OF LIFE., Thc
Egyptions uscd thc palm tree; the
Romans, the fir tree; and modern
pagans adorce the Christmas trees

Doc. 256 is a pagan festival day.
The birth of Christ was about Septe.
29, 4 B. C. Sue the appendix. in the
Companion Bible. : '

Yise men give gifts to Christ,
not to cach othur. ’

Somc peonlc who give gifts to
vach othur arcv doscribued in Reve
11. Noticu thc occasion!

The ancicnt Druids madoe human
sacrificecs to the TRIE OF LIFE,

By HIS OWUN “ORKS, men has over
tuen trying to rogain the 1OST
EDEN and the TREE OF IL.I"E. The
{groves plant.d on the hill tops
with their idols and altars wore
attcmpts in this direction.

But man can never regain the
LCST »ARADISE by works., Thure is
CINE “ho is the TRUI AWD LIVING WAY
and thoere is no othur. In HIM is
lifu. :
| 1. The TREE OF “NOWLEDGE brot
Han's ruin. Gen. 2:9.

; 2. CALVARY'S TRLE brot man’s
:rvdemption. Acts 10:39; 5:30.
1 }Qtn 2:24.

3THE TRZE OF TIFE brings man's
rogeneration. Gen. 2:9, Rove 2:7;
RR2:2.

Thus saith the LORD, Luarn not
ithe way of the heathun, and be not
Gimmaycd at the wigns of the hoa-
rony for the heathoun arc dismayced
«t them. For the customs of the
people are yain: FOR ONE CUTTETH
A TREE OF THE FORLST, the work of
ithu hands of thc¢ workman, with the
jaxc. TEEY DECK IT "JITH SILVER AND
[TITE GOID; thoy fastun it with
inails and with hamm._rs, that it
mov. not. Jur. 10:2-4. (An idol).

The Child was about 2 ycars old
and living at the homc of His va-

found Him. Rcad thce accounts w.ry
carcfully in liatt. and Luke.

in Rom. 12:1. PRESENT YOUR BOD
A LIVIFG SACRIFICE.

runts in Nazarcth wh:n the wisc mcn!things above vhere his eitizenship

The b.st gift today is duscribedhe was cruat.d. He is to walk VIQT e
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«~HOARDING-

During times of war and war
scarc, wc hear a gr.at dcal about
noople FAARDING. Nuit. ofton it
dous not profit them anything. Ve
have hoard of thosc who heardoed
coff.ec ond had to drink stalc cof=
fcee Some hoardcd flour z2nd the
rodents destroyed it. Somc hoardoed
sugar and the roof leaked. |

Forcsight or provision is a com-
mendable thing, but not so vhon it
is dono at the cxpense and incon-
renienee of othors. Provision is
guite right for the ncecssiticse
But to lay up trcasurc which cane-
not be uscd is foolishness. Pro-
viding for the pleasur.s of the
flcesh will end in loss,

We arc oxhorted not to lay up
trcasurcs here on the carth. Thore
is always thc danger of thievces,
Thurs is also corruption vhich will
dostr y all carthly things. But we
arc e¢xhorted to lay up treasure in
heavens No thief can touch it thorc
nor can any corruption spoil ite.
Heavenly things abidc.

The Lord mcant, THOSOEVSR VITL
HCARD KIS TIFE FCR HIU''SELF »FD HIS
7N PTEASU'E SHALY, I0SE IT. The man
vho pursucs happiness and pleasure
vill never find them. They arc too
clusivee. Thoy arce like the pot of
gold at the vnd of the rainbovw. A
man®s whole lifc can be wast.d and
loot in suek a foolish quast.

But the Iord also mcant, VHOSO-
BVER YILL TO0SE HIMSETLF ANMD FIS OV
FLESHLY PIEASUES OF LIFE HILE IV
Y SERVICE SHALT. FIVD A T.IFE FULL
OF JOY. Thu poople vho really one
Jjoy 1lifc ar. thosc who losc thome
gelves in the sorvice of the Tord.
They find havpinees in sorvice to
oth.rs. They have lifc morc sbune-
dantly. Tr.y plan aright vhen thcy
plan their lives according to the
will 2nd good pl.asurc of God. But
the man who dous all things to suit
his ovm convenicnce and desires is
a thorn-in-th.«-flcsh to his fcllow
mcn end an ocncmy of the eross.

A T'EI'BER has his affections on

1is. Hic is over remind.d that no is
i%o walk in the¢ good works vhorcunto

thy of his calling. Each NEMBER
must submit to THE HEAD.




~WHEN SHOULD HE COME?-

"This spake He, signifying by
what death he should glorify God."
Jno. 21:19. "If I will trat he tar-
ry till I come, what is that to
thee?" Jno. 21:23.

i These two verscs, with context,
Iindioate-that eter was to die and
1that there was a remote possibility
that John might not die until the
coning of the Lord. If that be true
then we could say that there was at
one time a possibility of the lord
returning some time between the
ideaths of Feter and John. VWill such
'yn idea fit in with other Scrip-

1

itures? Let us look and see.

: Duan. 9:24 tells us that 70 weeks
‘ure determined upon the PREOPLE and
JTHE HOLY CITY. Since the people and
the holy city cannot be separated
:in this determined time, we have
'n1:ly one point to use for the be-
irning of this anpointed time.
Trnt is the dedication of the
temple in 405 B C. From that time
till 4 D 29, vhen the essiah was
cut off, wns 434 years or 62 veeks.
That left 8 weeks to go then after
the crucifixion, or that would be
86 years. Add 56 and 29 and that
wvill put the end at A D 85,

Peter was martyred before that
bime, and if tradition can be at
1911 trusted, John died some time
;iter 85. In other words, if Is-
;rael had accepted the re-offer of
ithe ing and the kingdom during the
Arts ministry, then and there would
hnve sct in the Groat Tribuiation
jfollowced by the second coming of
ithe Iord and the Fillennial king-
dom would havc bueen sct up by A D
86, Th: T'illerminl kingdom could
hayc b..on completed ind the now
Jreavens and the now curth ushered
in by the timc that Feter the Her-
mit wu stirring un the great Cru-
uds iIn Burope. By 1951 the now
houvens and carth vould have been
ty1most 1,000 yerrs old.

If z11 this had happened, it
vould have in no vay spoiled God's
purrose and plan for the Church
vhich is the Body of Christ. That
could have boen viorked out anywaye.

Eow many times in history has
the wilful rejcecetion of man dc-
leyud the program and purposcs of
God !

=SPIRITUAT, IMMATURITY.

A man's stature, spiritually,
can be pretty well measured by his
estimate of God. :

The disciples, vhom the Lord
called TITTLE CHIID?EN, had a hard
time groving up. It was hard for
them to comprchend His office and
pcrson. The term CHRIST significd
Fis office. SCN OF GOD significd
His pecrson. John wrote his gospel
so that vwe might ¥now that Josus
was the Christ, the Son of God. It
vas Potur's confossion of the same
thing which indicatcd that he was
groving up sniritually.

At the cnd of the ILord's carthly
ministry, cven on the night of His
arrcst and trial, Philip said, Shew
us the Fath.r, and it sufficcth us.
Up to that time, the Lord had bacn
only the man of Gaglilce, Jeésus of
Nazarcth, to Philip.

The ranid spiritual growih of
the blind beggar of Jno. 9 is & mar-
vclous thing. ¥then first questioned
he said trat a MAN named Jesus
healcd him. Later he dcoelarod that
this man was a PROPHET. Again he
deeclarcd that this man certainly
vas OF GOD. Aftcr he was cast out
of thc Synagoguc, he belicved on
this man as THE SON OF G0OD,

Today thorce arc great multitudces
who scec in Him no more than the son
of the Galilcéan carpenter. Thoy
constantly spcak of Him as Jcsug.
They do not own Him as Lord .and
Savior. They do not rccognize Him
ag thc Son of God. They will not
confcss Him as God manifest in the
flesh. Either they arc just plain
unbelicvers, or they are spiritual
babes, nover having grown up teo
maturity.

Scarch the 4 gospels. Can you
find a singlc place where, in the
days of His carthly ministry any
disciplc spoke to Him or of Him
using the namc JESUS?

BEVARE! When any man uscs the
familiar tcrm JESUS in spcaking of
our Lord, that man is not spiri-
tually maturc. Hc is not a tcachoer
or a preacher who can be trustced
to lcad othors into spiritual truthe.
H¢ has not yet lcarncd that of the
Son it is writton, THIS IS THE TRUE
GOD AND ETERVAL LIFE., Is Hc your !
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»ULTRA-DIBPENSATIONAL?.

From th: very beginning until
now, all of Adam'’s sons from among
the nations, if thoy khave life,
will be madc alive when the carth
and huavens have passcd away. "So
man licth down, and riscth not:
till the heawvens be no more, thoy
shall not awake, nor be raised out
.f their sleep." Job. 14:12. This
very text proves that Job must have:
been a Gentile, for if he had been
'a Jew, he would have had hope of an:
fearlier resurrection.

l The malefactor, when dying on
ithe cross, was denied a place in
{the kingdom, but was promised life
'in the new heavens and earth, or
paradise. Luke 23:40. Burely this
malefactor was a Gentile, or he
could have had a place in the king-!
dom. Neither Job nor the male~
factor accused the Jews of being
ULTRA-DIGPENSATIONAL beacuse they
believed God's vpromise of an ear-
|lier resurrcection, or that to them
jpertained the promise, and the
fcovenant, and the services. HMeithoer
did Ranab, thc harlot, makec any
such accusation, but recognized
that these were indeed pcculiar
people.

Isracl no longcr hags this supec-
rior position and hepe. It weos lost
at Acts 28:28. A Jow who has lifec
today heas no highcr hovwe than any

other time in history.

As at one time
i=nd gavc it a spucial calling end
{thc hope of an carli.r resurrcc-
tion, so0 today, out of all the
peoples and nations, somc of *thosc
whe havs life have been choscn te
a higher calling : nd hopcs. Enh. 1
4. Thcy have hope of an carlicr
rasurrcction than any oth.r pcoplc.
Lhiles 3:11.

Isracl hod no grounds of boastw-
ing because they wer. choscvn. It
was entircly by gracc. The Body
today has no gxounhu of boasting.
Vi¢c have not choscn Him, but He by
His matchlcos aracce has choscen us.

Some 1nﬁc=d preach Christ even
of envy and usirife; and somz also
of gocu wil?: The one preach Christ
of contenticn, not sincercly But
the cther of love. What thon?
:Christ is preachoed. I rejoice.

othur person of this time or of any.

God took a nstion’

~BRETHREN-

Tho all belicvers may be breth-
ren in Christ, not all are breth-
ren in the LORD.

To many, this may sound like a
paradox. But all the rcdcemed of
all ages, Guentile and Jew, kingdom
and church, all alike were bought
by the prcecious blood of Christ ani
isaved by His lifc. To Israel, He
iis the I"cssiah. To the chlldrun of
thb kingdom, He is the Xing. To
:Gentiles, He is the Savior. Thore
farc msny more dzstlnctlons that
lm1~n+ be made; but in the Church of
th, Eody of Chrlst there is one
,LO?D The members of the Body ro-
cognizc¢ Him as Hcad. This is a re-
lationship pcculiar to this par-
ticular dispunsation.

How just because your Lord is
fnot the same as my Lord, there be-
~1ng dlspengatlonal alffurCRCuu,
that is no rcason for us to bite
tand devour onc anothcr. If your
'ministry is thoe GOSPEL OF LIFE,
iand my ministry is thc GOSPEL OF
'THE DISDEFSXTION OF THE 1IYSTERY, do
:Wb nced to throw stonus at one an~
‘other? During Acts there werce two
,gOunulu being precached, onc the
tgospel of the Circumcision, and the
lothor the gospel of the Uncircum-
:eiscion. These did not neced to cone
Iflict, the one with the other. It
'is truc that thoere was some disson-
sion at tim.s, but that was a mat-
iter of the flosh cntering ine i
Peter, in his 2nd cpistle, reo-

1
1

icognized that Paul had a difforont |
Iminictry, but hc did not fight a-
igainst Paul or call him nsmes. At
jonc tim: some of the disciples
vould forbid others to preach bee-
causc thoy were not of their group.
The Lord rcbuked such a spirite.

Any man vho proeaches that Christ
is God manifest in the flosh, and
the all~sufficicney of His onc
sacrifice, is ind.cd my brothor in
Christ. I should pray for his minge
try, and hc should pray for mince

Any man who preachces the ideone
tification of the belicver with
Christ as ccated in hcavenly places
and awaiting to be identificd with
Christ in Hlu manlfvgtatlon, that
man is my brother in the Lord.

Lot us be zcalous in the work,

and not jcalous of the workoers.

128



-THE EDITOR'S DESK-

TRUTH FOR TODAY is a monthly pa-
ver, sent to 31ll who would like to
|have i%, without any charge. I have
veen printing zbout 70C each nonth
Ilatelv. 1f you will send in names
[and adiresses of others who night
jtike v read it, we migh% raise
|that ©~ 2,00C.

I huve Companion Bibles, bucks
“am bindings, at $LC.50 cash and
2arry, or 410.8C postyvaid.

many Crr.stinns are like cider;
sweet until it's time to work.

TAUTY FOR TODAY Bible Class is
5t my house each Tue. nite at 7:45,.
iInformal, with no charges, dues, or
roilections. Come over.

¥Fany very interesting letters
have heen coming in. I like to hear
from you, zbuut y.ur affairs, and
what your problems are. I have got-
ter mich better acquainted with
ity of you during the last few
rionths. Keep the letters coming.

I now have in stock two books by
3. W. Rullinger. THE "W0 NATURES IN
Tiif CHILD OF GOD, 35¢. THE FCQUNDA-
TICKS OF DIUPLWJATIONAL TRUTH,
?1.°¢. You will like these.

I Gome SHATICVW people find Bible
lstudy o little too DIEP.

Razeipts for Dec. Bl (Hich.;
#9520, B2 (Tex.) $2., B3 (Ind.)%1.,
K4 (Cal.) $7.25, R5 (111.) $1., B6
gxnd ) $3., R7 (111.) $1., B8(Ind.)
,"1., R9 (HMich.) $5., B1d {111.)
|¢1o., B1l (Ohio) $2., El2 (Ind.)
'wl., P13 {(Mich.) $5. The expense

twas $48.14. Our thnks to all.

The class at my home is now en-

gaged in the study of the Gospel by

Jorn. Some homework is assigned,

Chrissy, {(Ghristine) a little
Holstein heifer, came the day be~
fore Christmas. Her mother is namad
Beauty.

Cho res take almost &' day this
time of year. We husked a little
corn and hauled out some manure
lately.

I have the folloW1ng books by
G. H. Welch for sale: A set of 11
of his pamphlets, $1.50. JUST “ND
THE JUSTIFIER, $1.90. DISPENSATION«
AL TRUYH, $1. 25. HIRACLE, PARABTE,
AND SIGN, $1.40. THE FORM OF SOUNG
IORDS, 75¢ THE PRIZE OF THE HIGH
CATLIVG,$1.25. Vols., 33 & 34 of The
Berean Expositor, $1.25 each. A
subscription to the Berean Exposi-
tor, 85¢ for a year. Add 10% post.

Our new addressing machine came,
but some materials were missing. So
this is another month we have to
write all those addresses again.

TRUTH FOR TODAY Radio Bible
Class is on the air every Tue. nite
at 7 over atation WRSY, FM only.
Therc is hope that we w111 soon be
on A4 too. The engineers are on the
Job working at it now,

A young person desiring Bible
study, and maybe music too, might
come and help us a few months with
the farm work, or housework, and
with the office work too. Lrlte,
if interested.

Don't forget all those letters
you were going to send to me.

i
{TRUTH FOR TODAY

by CBCAR V. BAKER

it ;, Varsavw, Ind,
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