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=KINGDOIT OR CHURCH?-

There are millions of people who
believe as they have been taught;
that our Lord came to this earth to
set up a church. Also they are
taught that their particular branch
or denomination is the one the Lord
jset up. They have a hazy notion
ithat their church is a sort of
kingdom thru which Christ is to
rule here on the earth, but He Him-
self gbsent and far away.

The very first words in the W T
present Him as Son of David and Son
of Abraham. As Son of David, He was
the lawful heir of the throne of
David. It was His undisputed right
to take the kingship and rule over
His people, Israel. As Son of Abra-
ham, He was heir to the land which
jwas promised to Abraham and his
iseed forever. This all refers to
a kingdom, not a church.

Vith His own mouth our Lord, in
the forepart of His ministry, said:
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven

(3¢, 4:23 and Mk. 1:15)

i In the early vart of His minis=
try it is said of Him; “And Jesus
went about all Galilee, teaching in
their Bynagogues, znd preaching the
‘gospel of the kingdom."(Mt. 4:17)
I"And Jesus went about all the ci-

‘ties and villages, teaching in theirpears in the singular.

iSynagogues, and preaching the gos-
‘pel of the kingdom." Mt. 9:35) "And
|1t came to pass afterward, that He

ivent thruout every city and village|THE CHURCH of the ONE BODY. Its
‘preaching and showing the glad ti- ‘Head is Christ the Tord. It is not
.dings of the kingdom of God." (Ik. !

i8:1 In all this there is not a
tword about a church.

i Nowhere in the O T can the word
ICHURCH be found. The prophecies are
iconcerning the King and the king-
:dom; a literal cne on the earth.

i _The first occurrence of the word
jCEURCH in all the Bible is at Mt.
i16:18. It is after His rejection as
iXing that the Lord begins to spcak
of a church,

Acts 7:38 speaks of a CHURCH IN
iTHE VILDERNESS, so there must have
ibcen a church during 0 T times.
0f the four gospels, Mi. is the
ionly one that uscs the term CHURCH.

@Wruth FHor Today

is at hand." "The time is fulfilled,the Holy Spirit, a CHURCH or AS3FH-
and the kingdom of God is at hand.®;

[HUSBAND. It is a NEW MAN created a

Februacy 1951,
-CHURCH-

The word CHURCH (Ekklesia) means
"asserbiy® or a group of “called-
out ones."

Altho not mentional in the 0 T,
the earliest church was THE CHURCH
IN THE WILDERNESS (Acts 7:38). This
was the CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL,

The only places in the gospels
that CHURCH appears are Mt. 16:18
and 18:17. It occurs twice in the
latter and refers to the Synagogue.
It may be that the former means the
REMNANT of Israel of which the
churches of Acts were mainly com-
posed. It is true that the churches
in Acts were many times just Syna-
gogues. If the believers separated
from the Synagogue to meet else-
where, it was still a CHURCH.

There is another assembly or
church mentioned in Acts. In 19:
32,39,41 we find it. It was an un-
lawful assembly or mob. Verse 39
speaks of a lawful asserbly.

From the usage of the term by

- e o - L]

BLY might be a congregation, a mov,
a2 Synagogue, a legal body, or a
concourse for any purpose.

The word CHURCH anpears in both
the singular and plural in Acts,
Rom., 1&2 Cor., Gal., 1&2 Thess.,
and the Rev. But in the epistles
written after Acts it always ap-

After Acts 28:28 the CHURCH is
connected with a SECRET. It is not
THE ONE CHU''CH, as some say, but is

a Bride, but is the BODY of the

a HOLY TEMPLE, for an habitation
of God thru the Spirit. It is con-
nected with a secret vwhich was hid
in God from ages and generations
until rcvealed aftor Acts.

So the CHURCH of the ONE BODY
was not known by the prophets of
the 0 T, Cur Lord did not comc %o
carth to cstablish i%. But its
members were chosen in the purposc
and counscl of God before the ovcr-
throw of Gem. 1:2. It was foundoed
on the apostlcs and prophets who
vere a gift from the ascended Lord.
(Eph. 2:20 and 4:11)
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='/E TURN T0 THE GENTILES-
Up to chapter 10, all dealing in
Acts is with Jews only. It is when
the Jews begin to reject the re-of-
fer of the ling and the Kingdom
that the Gentiles are turned to.

After Acts 10 it is still to the
Jews first that the gospel is given
and 1t is only after that they re-
Jest and are cut off that the Gene
tiles are graffed in.

This graffing in of the Gentiles
in Acts is in no way the mystery of
Eph. and Col. which had been hid
from ages and generations in God.
Any Jew could turn to Deut. 32:21
and find just what God was doing in
Acts 10-28. Paul described it in
Rom. 11, and the reference to Deut.
32 is plain. There Hgoses said;

They have moved lMe to jealousy
Yith that which is not God;
They have PROVOKED lie to anger
¥ith their vanities;
I will move them to jealousy
With those that are not a people;

T will PROVOKE them to anger

With a foolish nation.

It would be foolish to suppose
that this breaking out of branches
of Israel and graffing in wild
olive branches is still going on
today. There are no apostles now
offering the King and the kingdom
to Israecl. This has not been done
since Acts 28:28. This is indicated
by the gospel of John which scems
to have been vwritten after the
great national rcjection, (His own
received Him not). So if the King
‘and the kingdom are not being of-
;fered, there can be no rejection
innd consequent brcaking off. The
jwild olive branches were graffed
‘in where the natural branches had
:bucn broken off. : .

' "We turn to the Gentiles." These
words were spoken by Paul. The
tturning vvas an act of the apostlics.
'S.c Acts 13:46 and 18:6.

But the TURNIVG at Acts 28:28

=SATAN'S VICTORY-

We probably do not have a rccord
of all the attompts of Satan on the
life of our Lord. From the slaying
of thc infants of Bethlchem to the

relax in his attompts to destroy.
the King of the Juews.

Not only did Satan wish to kill
the King, but he tried in every way
to prevent Israel from accepting
the New Covenant. He knew that if
Isracl did accept the New Covenant,
she would then become the promiscd
treasure and a priestly nation. The
world would be cnlightened and the
kingdom of darkncss overthrown. So
during our Lord's ministry, Satan
saw to it that the Xing and the
kingdom should both be rejected by
Isracl. In this way he would not
only destroy Christ, but would make
Isracl guilty of His death and so
they would be rejected by God and
could not come into the blessings
and ministry of the New Covenante

Both parts of Satan's plans at
this point failed. The Lord praycd
for Isracl's forgiveness, thercby
giving them another chance to ac-
ccpt the King and the kingdom at @
sccond coming. The other part of
the plan failed in that the tomb
could not hold the Lord, and Ho
resc from among the dcad oncse

The cnemy did not give up, ovon
tho apparcently dcfcated in both at-
temnts. He was 8till dctormined to
kcep Isracl from her ministry and
blessings under the Now Covenant.
Hc did his work well. The ministry
of the 12 had a great beginning at
Puntecost, but in a little while
Isracl at Jurusalem rejeccted the
gospel and slew Stephen. That par-
ticular branch of God's choscn na-
tion was cut off. It .5 not so
long till a similar incident hap-
pcned at Antioch. God began to
graft in Gentiles to provoke Is-
racl to joalousy and make hor bear

]W&S an act of God. It was God that fruit, but to no avail. Finally at

sunt salvation to the Gentiles. It

iwas God VWho at that point in his-

ome, the last branch was broken
off. Nothing was lecft but the barc

itory quit dealing with the Jews. It [stump. The nation which was choscn

jwas God that tookSALVATION from thejout of Ur of the Chaldccs failod

jhouse of Isracl, - \
| Bach timc Israel rcecfused the
Iastur's table sct beforc them, the

in its purposc of being a light to
he Gentiles. T4 failed as being a
ricstly nation in the carth. The

dogs (Gentiles) got morc than they. [orld was loft in darkncss.

exccution on 8alvary, Satan did noti
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~PROPOGANDA-

Like most Christians today, Sa-
tan did not know of the great power
of the resurrcction. If he had
known this great fact in advance,
he would have donc overything in
his power to kocp our Lord from go-
ing to Calvary.

Be soon roalized his great mis-
take and failurc. Hc had only been
an agent in the slaying of thc Lamb
Which was to take away the sins of
the world. He found that he had
bacn a party to the great sacrifice
of the Lamb slain from the foun-
dation of the world. Wo doubt he
was thoroly ashamecd and chagrined
vhen he found that he had playcd
Tight into thc purposc of the ages.
! So he immcdiately took steps to
undo, if pessible, what ho had une
wittingly helped to accomplish. He
just had to do somcthing about that
resurrcetion. He nccdod agents to
help with a subtilc linc of propa-
ganda to deny the fact of the ree
surrcction of thc Son of God. His
first attempt along this line was
to hire the Roman soldiecrs to tell
the story that while they slept the
disciples came and stole the body
away. Satan’s agents have bouon
telling this story with variations
from that day till this. Most of
the Jews belicvved it. Matt. 28:15.

The most common variation of the
story was to focus attcntion on
somcthing clsc which would minimize
the fact of rcsurrcction. This was
accomplishced by kecping before the
pyes of millions for many ccenturics
a graven likencss of the Lord fas-
tened to a Babylonian cross with
nails. Such repctition is bound to
ihave its offcet, It is 1like Cato
the Censor, who for a long time
closed cvery spoech he made in the
Roman Forum with thec words, “Care
thage must dbe destroycdln

So this Satan-inspired form of
iidolatry has cheated millions of
‘Christians of thc knowledge and
joxpericnce of the power of the ro=-
surrcetion. It is probably the
most popular form of idolatry dur-
ing the past 1900 ycars. It not
only has supprusscd tho fact of ro=
jsurrcction, but has hidden the fact
of thce asconsion and scating of the
iLord as Head of the Church.

{thing. Vilc conversation is com-

Eph. 2. =IN TINES PAST- (1)

Verses 1-3 give us a picturce of |
the condition or state of the Gone
tile without salvation. It gocs a
littlec farther than Rom. 1. In Rom.
the Gentilcs were given up and gi-
ven over beecausc of the lusts of
the flesh. But here in Eph. we have
the Gentilc unbelicver besct by a
triumvirate of ecvils, THE WORLD,
THE FLESH, and THE DEVIL.

In times past the Gentilc une
belicver was sonformed to the world
and walked according to the coursec
of the world. Hec kept up with the
times. He did that which was the
fashion, In the world, sin and all
that goes with it is the accepted

mons All kinds of questionable g«
muscments are indulged in. The
world has its rcligion. It is a ro~
ligion of good works with a cortain
amount of taboos or “thou-shalt-
not?s*, The rcligion of the world
caters to the mind with its

art and architceture and good music,
But it was the world that hated the
Lord and put Him to dcath. That
world was the religious systom of
that day.

Altho similar in many rospects
to the werld, the flcsh has to do
morc with the sclfish desires of
the individual rathcr than the
things that arc thc fashion. But
the lusts of the flcsh may consisct
in the higher things of art, music,
and the scicnces as well as the ba-
scr passions which lcad to shamoe
and the gutter. The god of the flesh
is sclf. It has no rcgard for the
rights and convenicnec of others.
In the flosh a man will broak overy
onc of the last § of thec Deecalog.
The world will make him break the
first 5 which consist of his ree
Sponsibility to God.

But thesc Ephesians were warncd
that they in their past statc not
only were dominated by the flesh
and the course or fashion of the
world, but in it all were cner-
gized by the devil. That made them
to be children of disobedience. It
was disobedicnce that brot death
upon mankind in the first place.

Under the power of the world,
the flesh, and the devil, men are

by nature the children of wrath.
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Eph. 2. ~BUT GOD- (2)

Verses 3-10 give us the piecture
of the Gentilec believer and his
blessings which he receives thru
identification with Christ. Thers
are throe steps in this identifi-
cation, QUICKENED, RAISED, and
SEATED.

1. At first glance we might
think that this being quickened is
the abtaining of sternal life. But
it may go cven farther than that.
There is more to it than just e
promise of being madc- alive some
day in resurrcction. Multitudes
of Christians today nced to be
guickencd. Thics quickening is one
of the blessings mentioncd in Eph.
1:3, It is somcthing which must be
taken hold of by faith, cven as
Israel had to go in amd posscos the
land that wao thcirs by promise. It
is closely rclated to the spititual
pcreeption vhich Nicodemus could
obtain only by being born from a-
bove, by thc water of the Viord ap~
plied by the Holy Spirit. Many be-
licvers are blind and have no spie-
ritual perception. Salvation and
being quickened arc not the same
thing, for those that arc quickenecd
arc rcminded that they have beem
saved by grace.

2. There is a further step that
the believer may makc in faith. He
can be identified with Christ in
His ascensione. This is being raised
to a2 highcr realm. This is somee
thing which had not bcen possible
before. Before this identification
was only in death, burial, and re-
surrection of the Lord.

3. The last step given is that
of being identificd with the Lord
in His position of being scated
in heavenly places far above all
principality and povcr.

It indecced makcs onc fell sorrow-
ful to sce the multitudes that fall
in the wilderncss vithout cver
rcalizing thesce blessings in their
lives. Potentially, cvery believer
hes cvery spiritual dblessing that
the Lord can offer.

Again the belicver is reminded
that he is savid by gracc. There
is no room for boasting, for it
com:s by faith, not by works. There
is also promisc of morc blousings
in the ages to comc.

9

Eph. 2. =AT THAT TIME- (3)
At what time? What is the time
clement of verses 11 and 122 Is it
the gsame as in wversc 29

In the preeeding scetion thoey
had been rominded of their salva-
tion by gracc on two diffcrent ogw
casions. This is aftor thc scetion
dcaling with their state by naturce.
S0 it remains that this thon re-
fors to a differcent time than it
docs in wvorse 2.

Paul is spcaking to belicvers
who had boen saved during the Acts
period of time. At that time they
vere graffed into the good olive -
trce ag wild olive branches. All
blessings which they received had
flowed thru the channel which was
Israel. They were blesgsed with
faithful Abrahem. Verses 11 and 12
list the disadvantages which were
the lot of the Gentile during the
Acts period, spoken of as AT THAT
TIME, The disadvantages are b;

l. During Acta the Gentile bee
licver was without Christ (in the
flesh). Christ, or the Mecssiah, had
been promised only to Isracl. The
Messiah had ncever be en promisced ¢o
the Gentilese Christ, as the Mes-
sialh, was the peculiar possession
of Isracl. All thc Gentile could
have was erumbs from the Master's
tablce

2. In Acts thc Gentile bolicwer
vas an alicn from the commonwecalth
of Isracl. As such, he was unable
to claim by any right any of their
blcssings. Again he had to be satis-
ficd with crumbs.

3. In Acts the Gontile bolicver
was a stranger from the covenanis
of thc promisce The land belonged
to Isracl. It was thelwmby the proe
misc madc to their father Abrahame

4. In Acts the Gentile beliewver
had no hopc. This is not referring
to salvation. That had becen sctiled
and donc with. Hc had no hope of &
better resurrcction commected with
a2 calling. That was to Isracl onlye
He could partake of i¢, but it was
not his by any right cxccpt gracee

5., In the world he was without a
God. God had promised to be the God
of Igracl. Oth.rs had been glven
up. They were not a peoplce If God
vas to be the God of the Gentile,
it would have to be cloowherce

13
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Eph. 2. ~BUT NOW- (4)

Verses 13-22 constitute anothoer
dispensational scetione 11 and 12
vore concorning the Gontilc belice
ver during Acts. The words BUT NoW
open up versc 13 and a passage that
mey be called TRUTH FOR TODAY.

At the groat pronouncomunt of
Acts 28128, it is no morc turning
of thec apostlc again to the Gen-
tilos. It was an act of G.4. The
SALVATION of God {that iu Christ)
wau sent to the Gentiles. No longer
could the Jow c¢laim HIM as his
Mousiah. The¢ commonwealth of Isracl
¥ag discolved. The covenants of pro-
mice had beon withdrawn. No longer
.can the Israclite hope to be in the
kingdems In this vworld God is no
|longer Jehovah to Israel. This puts
lTsracl on the same level with other
nations. In the flech there is now
no differcnce between Jow and Gon~
tile, but both have been recenciled
in one body to Ged. Vith Isracl no
longer holding the pre-cminonce,
the Gentile is in a position to ro=-
ceive grace dircetly from God-

1. Now the Guntile is in Christ,
the Lord and Savior of Juw and Gone-
tilc alikc.

3. Now the Gentile has accuss to
God because Christ has mado peacc.
He, vho at onc time was afar off,
has bocn made nigh.

3. The Gentile had at one time
boon an alicn from the commonwealth
of Igracl and a stranger from the
covenants of the promisc. That was
what made him afar off and a stran-
ger from God. Now he is no longer a
stranger from God.

4. Instecad of holding an ine
ferior position, now the Gentile
bolicver is on an cquality and a
followeitizen with overy othur
saint- This citizenship is in the
heavenlics. What a wonderful hope
h: has now!

5. In thic world thc J.w had
claimed God as his God. The Gune
tilec was without vuch a claim. But
now the Gentile boelicver belongs to
the inkimatc heousch.1d of Grd, net
in this world, but in heavenlics.

Paul was quite ccneorncd that
¢very beliovur, both Juow and Gone
t1le¢, ghovld know this blosncd
truth and accupt by faith a placc
in this ncew dicspensation.

|

Eph. 2. =THE FOUNDATION. (5}

Wo have just studicd 4 scoticas
of Eph. 2. They arc conserning thoe
Gentiles and may be outlined thus;

:.: Past Stato.a....-.....¢2:l‘-5u

2» .P’t'cﬁﬂnt staﬁdoo-a.coo02:4"10%

3. Past positioneee.s...2¢1%,18.

4: Presont positicn-....zfl:’"ggo

In his past sta%c he had bucu
without salvation and was a child
of wrath by naturce

In his prescnt state he is iden-
tificd with Christ in lifc and
cxaltation. (Savecd by gracc)

In the past he held an inforior
position becausce of flesh, and had
no claims on God in the world.

In his preocnt position he is in
Christ, a parit of the NEV MAN, a
part of tho HOLY TEITPLE, and a mcm«
ber of the family of Gode

This posicien and siructurc is
built on thc foundaiion of the g-
postles and provhits. This is a now
ordor. It has nething to do with
tha prophets of the ¢ T or the a-
postles cof the kingdom. The apos-
tles of the now order were given
ag a gift to the churech by thc as-
cended Tord {Eph. 4:11). Prophots
woere also given in this now order.
Those were followed by evangelists,
pastors, and teach.ors. The Holy
Anostlco and prophets of this now
order arc again mentioncd in Eph.
3:5. Do not confusc thosc in any
way vith the old ordur of the
kingdem and its goopcle.

During Acts th.urc werce at loast
two goopols prcachcd; the gospel of
the Circumcision and the gospel of
the Uncircumcision. Both have been
put away. Nov wc have the good novs
of the dispensation of the Hystory.

Gentiles today do not need to be
remindoed of the position Guntilues
held during thoe Actu period. Yo no
longer think of the diffcrcnec bee-
twcen Jow and Gentile vhen the Jow
was first.

May God give you the Snirit of
Visdcm and Revelation that you may
know (1) Yhat is tho hopc of His
calling, 2, Yhat arc thc riches of
His inncvitance in the saints, and
(3) YWhat is the cxe.cding greatness
of His pover to useward who belicve
to the cnd that you may take by
faith all spiritual blessings which
are yours in Christ Jesus,.

®
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-THE EDITOR'S DESK-~

TRUTH FCR TCODAY is the oldest
program over station VRSY. Feb.2%7
was the 126th program. The radio
(Bible class program is every Tues.
'nlte at 7.

f The regular Bible class meets at
my home Tues, nites at 7:45. All
iare welcome to this class. Ve have
manased to keep the lane clear so
1far this winter for the c¢lass.

‘ This paper, TRUTH FOR TODAY, is
‘free to all who desire to have it.
e hove managed tc put it out each
imonth with one exception. You can
help us double the circulation by
giving us names and addresses of
those ho might be interested. Ve
finally got all our addressing ma-
chine and hope it works this time.
. sorry to make several wait for
Itkplr COMPAFION BIBLIS. They have
been uelllnb faster than I can get
them from Ingland. I have a few
ahead now. Price, $10.80 pcstoaid.
| The 3:ble class is nov studying
the Gnspel of John. They have Some
typed questions each week for study
{ Your hearty resvonse during the
past few months is making me feel
ithat I may have to put in full time
sume of thece duys in the TRUTH FOR
TODAY ninistry.

Ve are still hopefully waiting

or TRSV to go on A too.

If you have nct received all the
'bouks you ordered, let me know. Be
isure tc send cosh vith all book
wrders., I have no bookkeeper.

B23 (Ind.) $2., B24 (T11.) $10.,
B25 Nlch.) $6., B26 (Minn.) $2.,
B27 (I11.) $5., B28 (Ind.) $5., B29
(Wis.g $1., B30 (T1l. ; $1., B3L
sxnd. $5., B32 (I11.) $1., B33
{{¥ich.) $2. Total received, $61,.25

RECEIPTS for Jan.
85., B15 (Minn.) $
$2.20, B17 {I11.)
83., B19 (111, 3
1., B21 (I11.

Bl4 éMich,)
2., Bi6 (Vis.)

$2., B18 EInd.
$2.05, B20 (T11.

$2., B2 (111 ) %2,

Expenses, $104.27. Thanks a lot
for your kind help.

BOOKS, by C.H.Welch; JUST AMD
THE JU%TIFIER $1 903 PNRABE& MIw
RACLE, A¥D SIGN $1. 40 DISPENSAr
TIONAT, TRUTH $1.25; THE FORM OF
SOUND VIORDS 75¢, THE PRIZE OF THE
HIGH CATLING $1.25; 11 pamphlets
$1.50; Vols. 33 & 34 Berean Expo-
sitor $1.25 each; Yr. subscription
to Berean Expositor 85¢. Add 10%
for postage on each order.

BOOKS, by E.W.Bullinger: THE
FOUNDATIONS OF DISPENSATIONAL TRUTH
$1.25; THE TV/0 NATURES IN THE CHIID
OF GOS 35¢. Add 10% postage.

Thanks for all the nice letters
you have been writing. e are en=
couraged.,

Many, who read the Jibvle, find =&
CREED; others find a PERSCON.

SPECIAL: The 4 Vpl. set, EXPOSI-
i TORY DICTIONARY OF THE NEW TEST.
WORDS by VV.E.Vine $12.50 postpaid.

I am not trying to make money on
the books, just trying to help you
to study as you ought.

Address your correspondence to

Cur Tel. now is Atwood 2684 .- OSCAR . BAKER, R 2, Varsaw, Ind.
TRUT} FOR TODAY Sec. 562, P.L.& R,
R 2, Warsaw, Ind,

TTLSLAL

*’O.a'l‘l",. 3TER;

(If unable to
‘deliver, noti-

ify on form 3547.
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