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-NOT OF WORKS-

By the failure of one man death came
into the world upon the human family, It
is an inheritance which none can escape,
for even those who live and believe at
the coming of the Lord will have to be
changed.

The opposite of this death, this eternal
death, is eternal life. Eternallifeisthe
gift of God. It can be taken as a gift.

It is gotten in no other way. It is free.
No strings attached.

But, and here we must be careful to
distinguish, there must be a work of
some kind performed. This death came
as the result of sin, Lternal lifz cannot
be enjoyed unless there is no sin, In
fact, if there were a resurrection with-
out sin being taken care of, it would be
only to death again. So if life is to be
eternal or everlasting, thea it must be
without sin,

That is why that there could be no re-

till the work of Calvary was finighe4,
There is where they were redzemed
from sin and a resurrection to life made
possible.,

So theoretically one could take the
gift of life without redempticn and the
forgiveness of sins., Cae could actually
be saved in his sins. But it would be an
unfinishel work, Any resurreztion would
only end in death again.

But Christ finished the work, He died
for our sins, By faith in Him and His
finished work we obtain redemption in
which is included the forgiveness of sins.
Then any resurrection is truly a resur-
rection to eternal or everlasting life.

Salvation for the sinner includes the
whole finished work, It comes by faith.
It cannot be by works. While under sin
there is no good work that one can do,
Only when one is justified or freed from
8in cane he do a good work.

Good works then can only come from
a new creation, There is only one kind
of plant from which you gather figs,
There is only one kind of plant from
which you can gather grapes. There is
only one kind of creation which can pro-
duce the fruit of good works -« the new
creation. There can be no substitute,

To sum it all up, salvation is a very
practical workable thing for here andnow,
not just an escape for the future. We can
rest ascsurcd that it is a finiched work.
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-THE 80DY-

Any family or group of belizvers is a
body. This term is not at all peculiar to
the dispensation of the Mystery.

In the NT we find two bodies of be-
lievers mentioned. This is confusing to
many. They are not able to distinguish
the one from the other. One of these
bodies existed during the Acts period of
time. The other came into peing affer
Acts. There is a great difference between
the two.

In the body during Acts, the Jew had
every advantage., Dispensationally, he
was first. The bhope was the hope of I5-
rael. It was the return of their Messiah
to set up again the kingdom in the land,
He was to rule on the throne of David.
Many (Geatiles) would come from: the
fast and the Vest and sit down with Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. So Gentiies
would also share in the glories of Israel.

The body during Acts had the hope of
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| clouds (of angels) in the air, The great-
"'ness and glory of that appearing was to
be such that at the approach of the Lord
to the earth, the dead would rise and
along with those living would be caught
up to His presence in the air and come
vack with Him as ile kept on His journey
to the earth., Trom that time they would
ever be with IHim: here on earth,

The blessings of this body were of
the eartn and material. They were to
inherit the land that was promised to
4vraham. They were to have a part in
the kingdom promised to David and his
Seed forever, All thru Acts we find that
the realization of the hope of this body
was entireiy dependent vpon the repentance
of Israel. At he end of Acts this hope
was deferred because Israel did not re-
pent. The coming (parousia) was post-
poaed indefinitely.,

The body after Acts was inade up of
| Jew and Gentiie on an equality dispensa-
| tionally. The hope of that body is to see
'and take part in the manifestation (epi-
phaneia)} in the above-heavens {not in the
air). The Jew is no longer first. The
hope is far beyond earthly things and en-
tirely outside the zarth. The blessings
are spiritual, They are in heavenly places
not in the laud (the promised land).

To the tody of the dispencsation of the
Mystery, Christ is HEAD, not the Mes-
isiah or King.
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-THE CONDITION-

"Repent ve therefore...and He shall
send Jesus Christ. .. This is the heart
of the message of Peter in Acts 3:12-26,

The condition for the return of Christ
was the repentance of Israel, This could
have happened in the lifetime of those
who were listening. This would be in
perfect accord with the prophecy of
Daniel conceraing the 70 weeks which
woull have ended in &4 D 35, This same
condition ig voiced in 4 references in
Matt, where the Greek particle 4N is
used to shew that the statement is con-
ditional.
1. Matt,

1%:23, "Ye shall not have gone

jover the cities of Israel till the Son of

pdan be come." The Lord has just been
speaking a>out the last days and the per-
secutions that would come, By this
staterent He makes it clear that if a
certain condition (the repentance of
Israel) is met, He would come before
they had tim= to evangelize all the cities
of Israel,

2. Matt, 15:228, "There be some stand-
ing here, which shall not taste of death,
till they see the Son of Man coming in
iiis kingdom, ' Here again is the same
cendition, The kingdom does not come
arart from the coming of the King. We
have some who say that He is already
come. Others say that a kingdom will

be set up long before Ke comes. There is
much talk about extending and furthering
the kingdom these days.

3. Matt. 23:39, "Ye shall not see Me
henceforth, till ye shall say, 'Blessed is
Fie that cometh in the name of the L.ord.'"
Here the Lord was weeping over Jeru-
calem, It is the people of the Jerusalem
of that time and generation that these
words were spoken, Those people never
said those words and He never returned.
The condition of repentance was not met,
4. Matt. 24:34, '"This generation shall
not pass till these things be fulfilled.
THIS GENERATION occurs 16 times

and it refers to the generation which
killed the Prince of Peace, If Israel had
repenteld, this generation would have
sezn the fulfillment of “The 5Son of Man
coming in the clouds of heaven," But
Israel did not repent and He has not
come.

But He will come some time. Israel
will repent some time, The weeks of
Daniel will be completed, Israel will at
last realize her hope and see Him come.
But the Mystery intervenes. The pro-
clamation of Acts 28:28 is still in force.

~ERROR~

"Ye do err, not knowing the Serip-
tures, " Matt. 22:29.

Vihen we come to think about it, does
not most, if not all, error come from
ignorance of the Sceriptures? The Lord
was speaking to the Sadducees. They
had become so ignorant of the Scrip-
tures and their hope that they denied
that there was any resurrection. They
did not realize that in resurrection lay
all the hope of Israel, The land that was
protnised could never be fully possessed
except thru resurrection, They could
not see that they had not only lost their
own hope, but that of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob as well,

On every hand today we find much
that is parallel. Ther is much error
because of ignorance of the Scriptures.
The multitudes follow men and theixr
empty Philosophies rather than the Word
of God., Any doctrine with some verse
of Scripture pulled out of its context or
garbled in some way is swallowed by the
multitudes. They do not think.

‘The primary fundamentals of ever-
lagting life and how to get it are almost
totally unknown, kiany boast of a gospel
of grace out still observe one of the
feasts of JLev. 23. Other speak glibly
of the dispensation of grace and then re-
quire a rite which was necessary to
enter the kingdom undex the law. Many
think that becoming a Christian and
joining a church are the saime thing., We
are bound and blinde ] today by traditions
just as much as they were in the time of
Christ. The only difference is that we
are even more guilty than they for we
have more light {rnore of the Word}.

Some claim that a gospel of salvation
by grace and by grace alone is immoral
and contrary to reason, It might be con-
trary to man's reasoning, but none the
less, John 3:16 is all that is needed for
everlasting life. You find no repentance
in John's gospel. No work of any kind
required. This is just as simple as the
gosvel that was shown to Abraham,
ALbraham believed in God and it was
counted unto him for righteousness, That
is justification by faith with nothing
added,

In regard to the dispensation of the
Mystery, one becomes a member by
simply trusting (€ph. 1:13}. It is true
that one has to know what to believe befor
he can obtain it by faith, but there is no
premium on knowledge of the head vari-
ety. The head knows, the heart believes.
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=STUCIES IN JOHN- #29

1, How did the Lord explain the dif-
ference between servants and friends ?
15:15,

2, Who 4id the chec osing ?

3. Why were they chosen?

4. What is to be the relationship of
the disciplee one to another® 17

5. Do Christians love one another in
this age now?

6. Why would the world be likely ta
nate then? 19

7. ls it likely that a Thristian is a
guccess as a Christian if he is well-
spoken of by the world? 19

&, What comfort will they have ¥they
will he nersecuted? 29

Y. Why does the world do all these
hateful things? 21

14, Who are the greatest sinners,
those that have the Viord, or those who
do not have it ? ,

il, What about theperson who hates
Christ? 23 '

1Z2. What was the general result of
the words and works of Christ in the
world? 24

13. For what rcason does the world
hate Him? 25

14, Gf Whom does the Tomforter
always speak? 26

15, What will be the mission of the
disciples ? 27

16, Why Jdid the Lord tell all these
things to His disciples ? 16:1

17. What man thot that killing Chris-
tians was doing God a service ? Acts 9

18, Why did he do it? John 16:3

19, Why did not ihe Lord tell all
these things to them at the beginning ? 4

4%, Whay Joes i.e want thern to remem-
ber thece things latex ?

21, Where is the Lord going ?

22, What question have they failed to
ask? 5

23. What were the feelings of the
discinleg at this time ?

2%, Why was it best that He go away?

25, What will ve the 3-fold work of
the Comforter when He comes? O

26. Why will He reprove the worli of
sin?

27, Why will Ee reprove the orld of
righteousncss 7

28, Why will e renrove the world of
its judgment ?

29, If the world judged the Prince of
this world, then Who is He 7 Acts 2:22
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30 Was their instruction completed ? 12

DEAR YOUNG ¥OLKS; So glad that
a few of you are still sending in your
answers to tihe questions in John, I ieel
that the work has not been in vain. Some
have expressed their appreciation of the
help received from thesz studies. Also
have learned that some adult classes
have been using them as a asis of class
study. It is not too late to join us yet.
Just write down the numbers of the ques~
tiong and after them the answars. Leave
some space between for my notes and
corrections,

You who have been studying biclogy
or botany know that one of the best ways
of identifying a plant is to examine the
fruit, In some you raay tell by the bark
or the leaves, But the surest method is
by the fruit,

So it is with peonle. You can ¢ell who
ie a Christian and who is of the world by
their fruit -- their actions and their con-
versation,

A while back I had occasion to e in a
high school and there was one class that
I obsexrved in particular, It was made up
of boys, upperclassmien, andthere was
no evidence in either conversation or
acts that any had a Christian home for a
background. It was a very sad situation,
Mot a one seemed to have the backbone
and moral uprightness to be and act
like a Christian gentleman ought,

I am roentioning this i particular,
but I realize that too often the same is
true also of the girls. Many have little
or no idea of what a Christian lady is
or should be,

I ain in no way trying to start a moral
reform among those of the world, That
would be just a waste of timne. In the
sight of God they would be no better,
People are lost without Christ whether
they are goocd or not. But what I fear is
that some of you who are exposed to
such groups may be carried away by
their example, There is danger that you
forget Christ in the crowd and become
conformed to the world,

I am sure that none of you would want
to become a castaway. That is being
useless and laid on the shelf because
you have lost your testimony. Paul kept
his tody under cubjection lest such a
thing should happen to him. He would
have lost the joy of his salvation, He
would not have had a testimony. His
peace would have been gone., "o not
look at the world; look to Christ,
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-THE EDITOR'S DESK -~

Yaur editor has not been at his desk
very much lately. There have been no
rainy days in which we could work in~
side, So every hour has been spent out~
side trying to get things done before the
cold wet weather sets in, We finished
painting the barn and got one coat on the
jgrain gshed and the workshop so far. We
also spent some time in the cornfield and
have that about half husked andhauledin,
We do it the hard way; husk it and throw
it on the ground and therhaul it in with
wagon and tractor, '

In spite of all the resolutions to speed
up this paper, still a immonth behind the
schedule, I am now writing this on Oct,
24th. But we are bound to have some
rainy days and then maybe we will get
caught up a little,

Three frisky little calves have come
lately. Their names are: Honest Abc.,
Honest John, and Jennie l.ee, The last
one is a daughter cf Janell, grand dau=-
ghter of Rosa Lee's Swics Jane, and
great grand daughter of Rosa Lee of
Woodlot. May she live up to her pedigree!

We just had 114 new plates rade for
the Addressograph to be used for this
issue, Thanks so much for all the new
names and addresses sent in, Grectings
to all you new friends, Hope that you
like our company.

Iemeraber that there is a Bible class
at my honie each Tuesday nite at 7:30,
You are welcome to come. ’

Also remember that TRUTH FOR
TODAY is published monthly and is free.
Sent to anybody anywher= upon request.
We are always gald to have the names of
your friends and relatives who might be
interested.

Back copies of TFT are still available,

None back of #39. They are free,
speat the afternoon with us Get, 15th,

Cadillac, Mich, Oct 3 and 4. Was
picked up for this trip by Mr. and Mrs.
Ralph Sinith of Jolict, Dl.

Recznt correspondence has been full
of quections, especialiy on the subject
of resurraction, Glad for this. Some
classes ace taking up the subject ancw
for more detailed study. It just may be
that we do not know very inucn about it,
as one man has suggested in His lettex,

If folks are led to siudy the Word,
our purpose has becen accomplished.

Happy to receive your letters.

Miss Ftoel Haskell of Springfield, Mo. TRUTH FOR TCDAY
!R 2, WARSAW, IND,
Your editor was at a conference in ;

~ABOUT BOOKXS-

By Sir Robert Anderson; on hand are
4 copies of The Silence of God @ $2.50,
$2, $2.25, and $2.50 resp. One copy of
The Gospel and its Ministry $2. Seven
copies of The Bible and Modern Criticism
© prices ranging from $2 to $2.75.

Have 3 copies of How to Enjoy the
Bible by Bullinger. One is $3.50 and the
others $3.75 each,

By J. Eustace Mills; All Truth 75¢,
and N T Ministries 75¢.

Have complete stock of Berean Pub~
lications, Send for catalog and prices.

Anybody can use the Englishman's
Greek Concordance, It is $8.50. The
Englishman's Hebrew and Chaldee Con-
cordance is similar. Have the thin paper
1 vol. edition at $17.50.

&till have a copy of Young's Concor-
dane in the British edition at $13.

Pocket Interlinear Gresk N T {Bagster)
at $4.25.

Just one copy of LX¥X with English
transiation $6.50. This will be the last.

MNew books by C, H, Welch; Job and
the Enigma of the Ages 45¢. Ecclesiastes
60¢. The Dispensational Frontier 8¢ ea.,
12 fox 69¢, 25 for 90¢, or 50 for $1.50

Companion Bibles have been going
fast, In buckram $12. In quarter leather
$16, ZFull leather $24.

Have heard that The Apocalypse by
Bullinger would soon be out of print., We
still have copies at $2.50, Other books
by Bullinger: The Giver and His Gifts
$2.65, Number in Scripture $5, Two Na-
tures in the Child of God 40¢.

Prices quoted are postpaid when cash
accompanies order.,

Come in and look at our books.

Sec, 562 P, L. & R.

U, S, A.

FORM 3547 REQUESTED.
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