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- T H E P R O M I S E -
Not a l l p r o m i s e s were made to A b r a ­

ham and the f a t h e r s . There are some f o r 
us too . But we m u s t be c a r e f u l that we 
do not take unto ourselves some p r o ­
mises that are not f o r u s . 

Today we cannot c l a i m any of the p r o ­
mises which were made concerning the 
land that was p r o m i s e d to A b r a h a m , nor 
any that p e r t a i n to the k i n g d o m . 

But there i s a great p r o m i s e which 
we can c l a i m and meditate upon, and i n 
which we can r e j o i c e . There are three 
references to t h i s great p r o m i s e . 

1 . " . . . G e n t i l e s . . . . p a r t a k e r s of H i s 
promise i n C h r i s t by the gospe l . " Eph .3 :6 . 

This p romise i s i n connection w i t h a 
special gospel which had been c o m m i t t e d 
to P a u l . Th i s gospel also has to do w i t h 
the preaching of the unsearchable r i ches 
of C h r i s t among the Gent i l es . 

This p romise then seems to have a 
special place i n the gospel of the d i s p e n ­
sation of the m y s t e r y which was revea led 
to P a u l after Acts 28:28. You w i l l have 
to r ead a l l of chapter 3 i n o rder to get 
a l l the context . 

2. . . a c cord ing to the p r o m i s e of 
l i f e which i s i n C h r i s t Jesus . " 2 T i m . 1 : 1 . 
Again we f i n d f r o m the context that 
this p romise i s v i t a l l y connected w i t h 
the apostle ship of P a u l . The p r o m i s e i s 
named. I t i s the p r o m i s e of L I F E . Now 
we know that other gospels had to do 
w i t h l i f e . Then what i s there so spec ia l 
about th i s one ? 

3. "Bahope of e t e r n a l l i f e , which God, 
that cannot l i e , p r o m i s e d before the 
w o r l d (ages) began. " T i t u s 1:2 

Here we have another i m p o r t a n t i t e m . 
This l i f e , th i s e t e r n a l l i f e , was p r o m i s e d 
before the ages began. Aga in i t i s also 
connected with the m i n i s t r y and apos t l e -
ship of P a u l . 

Notice that express ion , "God, that 
cannot l i e . " Satan was a l i a r f r o m the 
beginning (of the ages). Can we conclude 
that this p romise was made a t the t i m e 
when Satan fell and b r o t ruin into a l l of 
God's order ? With th i s r u i n came death. 
L i f e i s the opposite of death. I t i s the 
only answer to the question as to the way 
out of a l l th i s s in and m i s e r y and death. 

Other gospels look back only to the 
time expressed as " from the foundation 
of the w o r l d . " But here i s one that goes 
back to the time of the choice of those 
Initiated into the secret ( E p h . 1:4). 

Initl) gtix ****** *°ff*"* * * 
- D E A T H F O R E V E R -

" I f a m a n keep m y saying , he s h a l l 
never see death . " John 8:51 

The meaning of t h i s verse has been 
l os t somewhat i n the t r a n s l a t i o n . I n the 
Bagster I n t e r l i n e a r i t r eads , " I f anyone 
w o r d m y keep, death i n no wise s h a l l he 
see f o r e v e r . " 

I f we were to paraphrase i t i n m o d e r n 
E n g l i s h , we woxild say, " I f anyone keeps 
m y w o r d , he s h a l l not stay dead f o r e v e r , " 
See the note on t h i s verse i n the C o m ­
panion B i b l e , page 1539. 

Th i s i s equivalent to saying that the 
be l i ever s h a l l not p e r i s h . The w o r d P E R ­
ISH i s def ined f o r us i n 1 C o r , 15:18. 
There i t says that i f f o lks do not r i s e 
f r o m the dead, then they have p e r s i h e d , 

John 8:51 and 3:16 have a great deal 
i n c o m m o n . I n 3:16 the be l i ever s h a l l 
not p e r i s h ( r e m a i n dead f o r e v e r ) but 
sha l l have e v e r l a s t i n g l i f e (which cannot 
be had without r e s u r r e c t i o n ) . 

We have 4 expressions i n John 6 wh i ch 
express about the same sent iment . | 

1 . " A n d t h i s i s the F a t h e r ' s w i l l wh i ch 
hath sent M e , that of a l l w h i c h He hath | 
given Me I should lose noth ing , but should 
r a i s e i t up again at the l a s t day . " 6:39 

2 . "And th i s i s the w i l l of H i m that 
sent M e , that everyone which seeth the 
Son, and be l i eveth on H i m , m a y have 
ever las t ing l i f e ; and I w i l l r a i s e h i m up 
at the l a s t d a y . " 6:40 

3. "No m a n can come to M e , except 
the Father which hath sent Me draw h i m : 
and I w i l l r a i s e h i m up at the l a s t d a y . " 
6:44 

4. "Whoso eateth m y f l e s h , and d r i n -
k e t h m y b lood , hath e t e r n a l l i f e , and I 
w i l l r a i s e h i m up at the l a s t d a y . " 6:54 

There i s no m e n t i o n here of the u n ­
be l i evers being r a i s e d . N e i t h e r would 
there be any advantage f o r the be l i ever 
i f that were so. We are l e f t to conclude 
that those who p e r i s h w i l l never r i s e . 

l a M a t t . 16:18 the L o r d dec lares that 
the gates of h e l l (the grave) s h a l l not p r e ­
v a i l against the church ( b e l i e v e r s ) . The 
p l a i n inference i s that those gates w i l l 
p r e v a i l against the u n b e l i e v e r s . I f n o t , 
then what advantage have the b e l i e v e r s ? 

I n E p h . 1:19 i t i s p l a i n l y stated tha t 
r e s u r r e c t i o n power i s to u s - w a r d vfiio 
be l i eve . That great power wh i ch r a i s e d 
C h r i s t f r o m the dead and w h i c h w o r k s i n 
the be l i evers w i l l never be pro faned by 
i t s use on those who do not b e l i e v e . 
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Publ ished month ly , as the L o r d p e r m i t s , by Oscar M . B a k e r , RR2, Warsaw, I n d . 

-STUDIES I N E P H E S I A N S - #1 
The salutat ion to th is epist le makes 

up verses 1 and 2. 

-LEANNESS OF S O U L -
When I s r a e l was redeemed f r o m the 

bondage of Egypt and taken in to the w i l -
F i r s t of a l l , i t i s addressed t o S A I N T S . Iderness, they soon forgot the good th ing 

God had done f o r t h e m and began to lus t 
iafter good things to eat . They d id not 
stop to th ink that the God who had de l i vered 
them f r o m bondage could also do other 
wonder fu l things f o r t h e m . So instead of 
wa i t ing for God's p r o v i s i o n they tempted 

iSaints are b e l i e v e r s . The w o r d has i n i t 
the idea of PURE or C L E A N S E D . God 
cleanses every orphan which He adopts 
into His f a m i l y . 

I t i s also addressed to the F A I T H F U L . 
F a i t h f u l means " f u l l of f a i t h . " I t i s f a i t h 

j i n ac t ion . No others are addressed. These'God and the r e c o r d says, " A n d He gave 
i saints and fa i th fu l are the ones who have ;them t h e i r request ; but sent leanness 
:already bel ieved the gospel of the d i s - dnto t h e i r s ou l . " Psa . 106:15 
pensation of the m y s t e r y , f o r , upon h e a r - These fo lks d id not r ea l i ze that God 
i t they TRUSTED. 1:13 [had a new way of deal ing w i t h t h e m , or 

We might pursue the w o r d f a i t h f u l a iwe m i g h t say, a new dispensat ion . They 
[ l i t t l e f a r t h e r . Today we f ind many who 
have learned of the m y s t e r y . They have 
sat under teachers and profess to believe 

'Were l ooking back to the old th ings . They: 
suffered loss because of i t . j 

When the Syro -Phoen i c ian woman came i 
j i t . But as far as any a c t i v i t y i s concerned t o the L o r d f o r the heal ing of her daughter . 
jthey are dead. They do not seem to care 
{whether anybody else hears about i t or 

she also made a m i s t a k e about d ispensa- j 
t ion.She addressed H i m as Son of D a v i d , j 

inot . I t has not changed t h e i r way of l i v i n g . He reminded h e r that He had come only 
They c l ing to the same f i l t h y habits and 

iways of speaking. So t h e i r s is not an 
lactive f a i t h . I t i s m e r e l y head knowledge 
• and has never gotten so far as the h e a r t , 
j l t i s the resu l t of be l iev ing a teacher , 
I ra ther than going to the Word and l e a r n ­
ing things for themse lves . These fo lks 
are intensely p a r t i z a n . They w i l l not 

Ibrook anything c o n t r a r y to t h e i r f avor i t e 
teacher or what he teaches. 

AVhen speaking of the folks at Berea , 
• Paui said that they were m o r e noble than 
!those at Thessalonica for they searched 
the Scr iptures da i ly to see whether P a u l 
was r i g h t . Paul p r a i s e d them because 
they questioned h is teaching . Would that 
we had more teachers l ike that today! 

You w i l l never be j u s t i f i e d by b e l i e v -
:ing me or anybody e lse . I t i s only by b e ­
l i ev ing God that a man is j u s t i f i e d . I f your 
teacher or preacher , or what have you , 
does not dr ive you to the Book to search 
for t r u t h , then you are s t i l l dead. 

Paul asked that grace and peace be to 
them both f r o m the l e a t h e r and the Son. 

Grace is kindness or f a v o r . That w i l l 
•be to saints and f a i t h f u l thruout the ages 
ito come (2:7) . So i t i s not jus t a passing 
fancy. 

Peace for the C h r i s t i a n i s that i n w a r d 
{ t ranqui l i ty which comes f r o m a f u l l t r u s t 
•in H i m who is able to keep us . The p e r -
ison who is not k i n d and l ov ing to h i s f e l -
• low men cannot have th i s peace. 
! So the stage is set f or the message. 

to the l os t sheep of the house of I s r a e l . 
She was a G e n t i l e . She had no r i g h t to • 
use that t i t l e of H i m . She had no r i g h t to > 
expect to share In the blessings that were l 
only for I s r a e l . But the Lord gave her a I 
l i t t l e clue and she grasped i t eager ly . j 
He spoke of the l i t t l e dogs,those that 
were household pets, not the large dogs 
which were the outcasts of the f ie lds and 
s t r e e t s . So she called H i m L o r d and her : 
:request was granted. B less ing came as 
the result of right dispensational d i v i - < 
s i o n . The same i s t r u e today. 

Today v,̂ e have many who th ink that 
the k ingdom i s s t i l l being o f f e red . They 
t r y to observe r i t u a l s and ordinances that 
belong only to I s r a e l . Then they wonder | 
why they lack pov.'sr and why they have j 
ŝo l i t t l e j oy and sat i s fac t i on . | 

The k ingdom had to do w i t h e a r t h l y • 
things and b less ings . Today God is o f fer - ; 
ing a l l s p i r i t u a l blessings i n heavenly j 
.places. Today is the t i m e to put the a f fec -
I'tions on things above, not on things on 
|the e a r t h . Today i s not the t i m e when the | 
.meek sha l l i n h e r i t the e a r t h . 

Is i t any wonder then that the p r o f e s s - j 
ing church is power less? I t has what i t i 
has asked f o r , j u s t as d id I s r a e l . I t has ! 
w e a l t h . I t has p o l i t i c a l inf luence . I t has ! 
,a name that i t i s a l i ve church , but i t i s 
'dead s p i r i t u a l l y (Rev. 3:1). ; 

A l so many who have r e a l i z e d the t r u t h ! 
of the m y s t e r y have drawn back to loss of 
j oy and b l ess ing . They, too, are dead. \ 
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Page 3. T R U T H F O R Y O U t H 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

- S T U D I E S I N J O H N - #30 
1. When the S p i r i t of t r u t h was to 

come, would He lead them in to the t r u t h 
of the dispensation of the m y s t e r y , or 
a l l the t r u t h needed for t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r 
m i n i s t r y ? 16:13 

2. Of what does the S p i r i t - f i l l e d p e r ­
son t a l k ? 13,14 

3. What is the L o r d ' s inher i tance? 15 
4. What does He mean that i n a l i t t l e 

whi le they sha l l not see H i m ? 
j 6. D id He mean that i t would be only 
;a l i t t l e whi le t i l l they should see H i m ? 
•Did th i s mean after death and r e s u r r e c ­
t i o n , or could i t happen i n t h e i r own l i f e -
j t i m e ? Compare 21:22 
; 6. D id the d isc ip les understand what 
'He meant? 

7. How d id the L o r d know what they 
were th inking? 19 

I 8. V/hat was meant by saying that they 
•should weep and lament and at the same 
' t i m e the w o r l d would re j o i ce ? 

9. How would t h e i r s o r r o w be t u r n e d 
to joy ? 

; 10. With what does the L o r d compare 
His death and r e s u r r e c t i o n ? 21 

11 . How great w i l l t h e i r j oy be ? 22 
12. I n what way was the L o r d speak­

ing to them? 25 
13. What w i l l He do some day? 25 
14. Why does the Father love t h e m ? 
15. Was verse 28 p l a i n speaking? 

; 16. How d id they know that He came 
i f o r th f r o m God? 

17. What was going to happen i n the 
near future ? 32 

18. What do the words of the L o r d 
give to those that are H i s ? 33 

! 19. What does the be l i ever expect 
^while i n the w o r l d ? 33 
I 20. Where i s the v i c t o r y ? 33 
i 2 1 . What chapter i s the t r u e L o r d ' s 
p r a y e r ? 

22. What hour has come ? 17:1 
' 23. What power has been given to the 
jSon? 2 
• 24. How i s e t e rna l l i f e defined? 3 
I 25. How are verses 4 and Luke 2:49 
i re lated? 

26. Of what had the L o r d s t r ipped 
'Himse l f when He took on the f o r m of 
;s inful f lesh? 5 
! 27. To whom had the name of the 
[Father been manifested? 6 

28. What do the d isc ip les now know? 
i 29. By what means d id the L o r d a c -
Iquire them as d i s c ip les? 6 

* * « « # > ! c # « * 3 j c « « * * # 4 ; « * * # * * 

DEAR YOUNG F O L K S : So g lad that 
some of you are keeping up the studies 
i n the gospel of John. I t i s not too late 
f or any of you to begin these studies i f 
you w i s h t o . Just w r i t e down the number 
of each question and put your answer 
a f ter i t . Leave some space between f o r 
m y notes and c o r r e c t i o n s . 

I found the f o l l ow ing out l ine i n an o l d 
B i b l e which was sent to me by a f r i e n d 
i n England; 

P A U L P E T E R 
Who was an apostle to the 

G E N T I L E S CIRCUMCISION 
• Was l a s t h e a r d of at 
i R O M E B A B Y L O N 
I The great enemy of 
j T H E CHURCH I S R A E L j 
j Read one side and then the o ther . You ! 
Swill catch o n . You m i g h t do w e l l to copy 
j i t i n your B i b l e so as to keep i t . ; 

Here i s a l i t t l e verse f r o m the same 
! B i b l e ; ' 
j "He knows, and loves , and cares , 
i Nothing t h i s t r u t h can d i m . j 

He gives the v e r y best to those 
Who leave the choice to H i m . " | 

Have you been i n the hab i t of watching i 
•for l i t t l e gems l i k e these and j o t t i n g them! 
down or c l ipp ing t h e m f r o m papers and , 

;magazines ? I t i s a good h a b i t . They w i l l j 
ibe of use at the t i m e when you would the ; 
: least expect i t . ! 

R ight here at m y l e f t elbow i s a \ 
" P i p p i n " box f u l l of unanswered l e t t e r s . 
I keep tak ing out of i t , but then each day 

' some m o r e are added. So I j u s t never 
iget i t e m p t i e d . I keep a d a i l y r e c o r d of 
a l l the l e t t e r s that come i n and then put 
down the date when I answer each one. I 
j u s t have to have a system i n order to 
get i t a l l done. 

Now there i s a l i t t l e s e c re t . Have you 
ever wished you could do m o r e th ings? 
Do you neglect your B i b l e read ing and 
p r a y e r s because of lack of t i m e ? T r y a 
l i t t l e system and see how eas i ly i t w o r k s . 

There should be a t i m e and a place 
for e v e r y t h i n g . That i s the only way I 
know whereby you can s t r e t c h t i m e . 
Do not axwd tins because of bad manage ­
m e n t . Get i t ? 

" L e t no m a n despise thy youth; but be 
thou an example of the b e l i e v e r s , i n w o r d , 
i n conversat ion , i n l ove , i n s p i r i t , i n 
f a i t h , i n p u r i t y . " 1 T i m . 4:12. There 
i s a r e a l goal f or you to shoot a t . 

S incere ly i n H I M , Oscar M . B a k e r . 
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- T H E E D I T O R ' S D E S K -
W E L L : I was going to say sometMng 

about the appearance of the paper th i s 
month , but guess I had better wa i t t i l l 
I can see i t m y s e l f . 

V I T A L STATISTICS: Beauty gave 
b i r t h to a daughter . We c a l l her B r o w n i e . 
She i s a b r i g h t looking ca l f . Jeannie-
belle found her f i r s t cal f and i t i s a cute 

i l i t t l e h e i f e r . We c a l l i t Bonnie Jeanne. 
I Brownie is a m i x t u r e of Guernsey, H e r e ­
f o r d and B r o w n Swiss . Bonnie Jeanne i s 
pure b red B r o w n Swiss . 

DRY W E A T H E R : Here i t i s Nov . 21st 
and h a r d l y enough r a i n t o water apet\inia. 
Too much outdoor w o r k and so have not 
caught up on schedule for the paper y e t . 
We f inished the pa in t ing , got a l l the c o r n 
i n , some d i r t f i l l e d i n below the b a r n , 
and some other odds and ends done. 

B I B L E CLASS s t i l l meets here at m y 
house each Tuesday nite at 7:30. U R 
welcome, i n fact , we need y o u . 

T R U T H FOR TODAY monthly paper 
is free f or the ask ing . Sent anywhere u p ­
on request, or at the request of a f r i e n d 
or r e l a t i v e . So glad for a l l thenewnames 
this last m o n t h . Our c i r c l e i s widening 
cont inual ly . 

" A N Y SATANIC A C T I V I T I E S against 
the c h i l d r e n of God can only be effective 

•in the r e a l m of unbel ie f . " J . H . C . 
BACK COPIES of T F T are s t i l l 

available back to #39- They are f r e e , 
j l t m i g h t be that some of our new readers 
jmight l ike to have sets of these . 

A P P R E C I A T I O N : espec ia l ly f or the 
.k indly t ips and helps of some f r i ends who 
ihave been doing f u r t h e r study on some of 
ithe topics we have been d iscuss ing . 
I VISITORS: M r s . F r a n k Cox of Jewett , 
and M r s , Ca lv in M a r r s of Montrose , 111. 
were w i t h us Nov . 15 and 16. 

' T F T i s published w i t h the p r i m e p u r -
•Ipose of leading folks into a deeper k n o w -
•ledge of the S c r i p t u r e s , espec ia l ly that 
i par t which is f or us today; e t e r n a l l i f e , 
and the dispensation of the m y s t e r y w i t h 

;attendant w a l k . 
NOTICED ? Late ly we have been using 

6 l ines to the inch instead of 5 1/4. 
TAPES: No , we have not gotten going 

•again w i t h the tapes, but are planning a 
ser ies of studies i n Ephesians, about 50 
of t h e m , each about 15 minutes l o n g . We 
• s t i l l look for the r a i n y days to c o m e on 
(which we can w o r k these things out . 
! ENCOURAGED by your help and your 
I p r a y e r s , we s t i l l press on . 

Oscar M . B a k e r . T e l . Atwood 2684. 
iBe sure to c a l l o r see us when n e a r . 

- A B O U T B O O K S -
B Y C . H . W E L C H : New books; Job and 

the Enigma of the Ages 45^. Ecc les iastes 
60^. The Dispensat ional F r o n t i e r 8^ e a . , 
12 f o r 60^, 25 f o r 90^, or 50 f o r $1 .50 . 
Send f o r catalog of B e r e a n P u b l i c a t i o n s . 

BY E . W . B U L L I N G E R : Companion 
B i b l e , b u c k r a m $12, quar ter leather $16, 
f u l l l eather $24. Apocalypse $ 2 . 5 0 . The 
Giver and H i s Gi f ts $2 .65 . Number i n 
Scr ip ture $5. The Two Natures i n the 
C h i l d of God 40^, 

B Y J . E . M I L L S : A l l T r u t h 75^. New 
Testament M i n i s t r i e s 75^. 

BAGSTER P U B L I C A T I O N S ! I n t e r l i n e a r 
Greek N T $4 .25 . L X X w i t h E n g l i s h 
T r a n s l a t i o n $6 .50 . Eng l i shman ' s Greek 
Concordance $ 8 . 5 0 . Eng l i shman ' s Hebrew 
and Chaldee Concordance $17 ,50 . ! 

L A M P PRESS: Thy Tes t imon ies , V o l . 
1 , $2 . (Only 2 of these le f t ) 

SIR R O B E R T ANDERSON: The Silence 
of God, copies at $ 2 . , $2 .25 , and $ 2 . 5 0 . 
Human Dest iny $2. The B ib le and M o d e r n 
C r i t i c i s m , copies at $ 2 . , $2 .50 , and 
$2 .75 . M o r e coming f r o m t i m e to t i m e . 

L U T T E R W O R T H P U B L I C A T I O N S : 
j Young's A n a l y t i c a l Concordance $13. 
' C A M B R I D G E P U B L I C A T I O N S : The 
famous u l t r a - t h i n B i b l e , only 1/2 i n . 

i th i ck $9 .50 . You should see these . 
; B E R E A N EXPOSITOR, bottnd v o l s . , 
one of v o l . 34 for $1 .13 , two of v o l . 3 5 
@ $1 .50 . and four of v o l . 36 @ $1 .88 . 

I f there i s an o ld book you want , send 
i n your request . M i g h t be able to get i t . 

P r i c e s are postpaid i f money a c c o m ­
panies the o r d e r . (Used books excepted) 

I do not agree w i t h a l l the views e x ­
pressed i n the above books, not even e x -
cept ing the B i b l e i n the A , V . 
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