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- T E X T AND C O N T E X T -

Many of the great t ru ths of the Bib le 
have been lost to us because texts have 
been t o r n f r o m the i r contexts and made 
to mean something far d i f ferent f r o m 
what God intended. L.et us examine a 
few famous evangel ist ic texts and see 
what they r ea l l y mean. 

1. "prepare to meet thy G o d . " Here 
is a text that is used to prove that the 
wicked w i l l be r a i s ed f r o m the dead 
some t ime and have to accoimt fo r what 
they have done. This text is always 
aimed at the unbe l iever . We f ind i t i n 
Amos 4:12 and discover that the whole 
verse i s not quoted. I t reads , "There fo re 
thus w i l l I do unto thee, O I s r a e l : and 
because I w i l l do th is unto thee, prepare 
to meet thy God, O I s r a e l . " Nothing 
about death; nothing about r e s u r r e c t i o n ; 
nothing about unbe l i evers ! 

2. "Be not deceived; God i s not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shal l he also reap . " G a l . 6:7, The 
passage begins w i th the wo rd B r e t h r e n . 
Be l ievers are addressed. There i s no 
message about death and r e s u r r e c t i o n , 
but the bel iever is warned that i f he sows 
to the f lesh he w i l l reap c o r r u p t i o n or 
l oss . Compare w i t h 1 C o r . 3 where such 
are saved as by f i r e . 

3. "How shal l we escape i f we neg
lec t so great sa l va t i on? " Heb. 2:3. In 
the f i r s t place the author uses the w o r d 
WE. So i t cannot be to unbe l i evers . I f we 
read the r es t of the verse we f ind that i t 
is about preaching the gospel of sa l va 
t ion which was f i r s t spoken by the I j o r d 
and was preached to Paul and h i s c o m 
panions. I f we would f i l l i n the words that 
are meant to be understood, i t w o u l d b e , 
"How shal l we escape i f we neglect 
preaching so great sa lvat ion. " 

4. " I t i s appointed unto men once to 
die, but after th is the j u d g m e n t . " Heb, 
9:27. The next verse makes i t p l a in that 
only those who look fo r H i m w i l l see 
H i m . The judgment here i s a judgment 
of be l ievers to give r ewards . "The u n 
godly shal l not stand ( r ise ) i n the j u d g 
ment . " Psa. 1:5. 

5. "Behold, I stand at the door and 
k n o c k . " Rev. 3:20. A f te r th i s text i s 
given they usual ly sing " L e t H i m I n . " 
Again th is i s not about unbe l i evers . I t 
is a p i c ture of C h r i s t standing outside 
an apostate church . I t would be better 
to go outside and j o i n H i m than to have 
the ungodly come i n and j o i n the c h u r c h . 
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- T H E K E Y S -
Peter d id not have the keys to the 

c h u r c h . The Word does not say so. He 
d id not have the keys to heaven, e i t h e r . 
The Sc r i p tu r e p l a in l y says, " A n d I w i l l 
give unto thee the keys of the K INGDOM 
OF H E A V E N . " 

The k ingdom of heaven i s a ru l e on 
the ea r th that comes f r o m heaven. Th is 
i s t rue because the ONE who does the 
r u l i n g i s the K i n g f r o m heaven. The 
apostles were " t o occupy" t i l l He should 
come. To them v^as g iven au tho r i t y . 

Keys here i s a f i gure of speech and 
denotes the power to open. Peter d i d 
open the k ingdom to the Jews at Pente 
cost , and to the Genti les at the house of 
Co rne l ius . Pau l also exerc i sed th i s 
power . He c losed the k ingdom to both 
Jew and Genti le at Acts 28:28. The Word 
says nothing about apostol ic success ion, 
so th is power was not hcuided down. 

So today th is power i s not used. The 
k ingdom i s not opened to anyone. God 
has another p r o g r a m on today. But some 
day, when th is present p r o g r a m i s c o m 
ple ted, the keys may used again by 
E l i j a h and such as are e l i g ib le may en te r . 

We mus t not lose sight of the fact that 
a l l dur ing the t i m e covered by the Acts 
the hope of I s r a e l was i n prospec t . The 
book opens With the quest ion, " L o r d , 
w i l t Thou at th i s t i m e r es to re again the 
k ingdom to I s r a e l ? " A lmos t at the end 
we f ind the apostle saying, " F o r the hope 
of I s r a e l I am bound w i t h th i s c h a i n . " 
The hope of I s r a e l was the coming of the 
Mess iah to s i t on the throne of H is father 
Dav id , r e s t o r i n g the k ingdom to I s r a e l . 

When He comes to make th i s great 
and g l o r i ous r e s t o r a t i o n , i t w i l l be a 
great and wonder ful event. When He 
approwshes the ear th ' s a tmosphere . He 
w i l l shine f o r t h w i t h such br ightness that 
even the dead w i l l be snatched f r o m the i r 
graves and w i l l r i s e to meet H i m i n the 
a i r as He i s on His ea r thward j o u r n e y . 
Then those who are a l ive and bel ieve 
w i l l also be caught up w i t h them and a l l 
the be l i evers who have the hope of I s r a e l 
w i l l meet H i m and come back w i t h H in j 
as He comes to the ea r th i n His g l o r y . 

But a l l th i s i s tl ie hope of I s r a e l . I t i s 
not the hope of any church today. The 
keys have not been i n use since Acts 28; 
28, or about A D 60. 

The hope fo r today i s another subject 
and i s en t i r e l y outside the scope of the 
k ingdom of heaven and the keys to i t . 



- THE QUEEN OF SHEBA-
"The queen of the south sha l l r i s e up 

i n the judgment w i t h t l i i s generat ion, " 
Mat t . 12:42, "The queen of the south 
shal l r i se up i n the judgment w i t h the 
men of th is generat ion. " JLuke 11 :31 . 

In the near context of both of these, 
we f ind that the men of Nineveh sha l l 
r i s e and condemn th is gener-ation. But 
the word for RISE is d i f f e rent , and i t i s 
the r e co rd of Jonah that w i l l stand and 
condenm this generat ion. 

Since the mys t e r y was not yet made 
known, th is generat ion was expecting a 
judgment at the coming of the L o r d i n 
abovit A D 85. Th is would have been too 
ear ly for a r e s u r r e c t i o n of Genti le n a 
tions such as Nineveh. 

The queen mentioned here was also 
a Genti le , yet she i s to have th i s ea r l y 
r e s u r r e c t i o n . 'VVhy? 

This queen v/as the 4th r u l e r of Egypt 
after the long ru le of the Hyksos k ings 
jwho were Ama lek i t e s . This ru l e las ted 
f r o m the Exodus of I s r a e l t i l l i n the 2nd 
year of the r e i gn of Saul . Saul helped 
Ahmose throw off the Amalek i te yoke 
i n the defeat of Agag. Then fo l lowed 
Amenhotep and Thutmose I . Hatshepsut, 
known as the Queen of Sheba fo l lowed 
these 3. Egypt was again aprosperous 
nat ion and she b ro t great gi f ts to k ing 
Solomon, He i n t u r n gave here to the 
queen many and r i c h g i f t s . She made a 
r e co rd of these on the wal ls of a great 
temple bu i l t i n Egypt . This temple was 
i n i m i t a t i o n of the temple of Solonnon and 
had a s i m i l a r p r i es thood . 

How could she have pa r t i n a r e s u r 
rec t i on which was i n t ima t e l y connected 
w i th the hope of I s r a e l ? There i s j u s t 
one answer. She m a r r i e d Solomon. This 
is also i n accord w i t h t r a d i t i o n . In that 
way she would take the same status of 
her husband and she would be counted as 
a Jewess. A lso i t i s evident that she e m 
braced the fa i th of Solomon when she 
went back and set up a system of worsh ip 
l ike that of I s r a e l , 

Of course we now understand that th i s 
judgment and r e s u r r e c t i o n d id not take 
place because of the present parenthesis 
or age of the m y s t e r y . The unbe l i evsrs of 
that generation now never w i l l come in to 
that judgment for they are dead and gone 
But there w i l l be many liJce unto that 
generat ion when that judgment does take 
place and no doubt th i s great queen w i l l 
r i s e at that t ime and condemn t h e m . I t 
was her fa i th that j u s t i f i e d he r , and the 
hope was made sure by m a r r i a g e . 

- JUDGMENTS-
Here i s a w o r d that has g iven many a 

person a great deal of t r o u b l e . The verb 
KRINO and the noun KRISIS have been 
t rans la t ed a l l the way f r o m " D am n a t i o n " 
to " s u e " and " d e t e r m i n e . " But after a 
l i t t l e examinat ion we f i nd that we can 
c lass i fy the judgments of God under three 
genera l heads. This w i l l c l a r i f y the p r o 
b l e m as nothing else ever w i l l , 

1 . NOW. R o m . 8:1 t e l l us that there 
i s NOW no condemnation or judgment to 
them that are i n C h r i s t . Th is i s the 
death that came upon a l l because of 
Adam's s i n . But i t i s r emoved f r o m the 
be l i e v e r . Ne i ther can i t ever come upon 
h i m again, f o r i n John 5524 i t so states . 
There can be no judgment f o r the s i n of 
Adam once a person has passed f r o m 
death unto l i f e ( r e s u r r e c t i o n assured ) . 
Look at John 3:36 and 1 John 5:11,12. 
John 3:18 t e l l s us that those who do not 
bel ieve are condemned a l ready (now). 
A l l human beings are judged on th i s 
basis r i g h t now. They e i ther have l i f e 
(hope of r e su r r e c t i on ) o r they do not 
have i t . There i s no neu t r a l ground, npt 
even fo r heathen, id io t s or babes. 

2. NATIONS. Th i s i s at His coming . 
These are the l i v i n g nations at that t i m e . 
I t i s not a ma t t e r of r e s u r r e c t i o n , a l tho 
there i s a r e s u r r e c t i o n of those who have 
the hope of the k ingdom at about the same 
t i m e . Even th i s may not be a l l one r e 
s u r r e c t i o n , but may be seve ra l . The 
basis of judgment i s how the nations 
have t r ea t ed His b r e t h r e n (the Jews) . 
A t th i s prospect F e l i x t r e m b l e d fo r i t 
could have o c c u r e i dur ing h is l i f e t i m e . 
Bt i t F e l i x i s dead and gone. So i s the 
h igh p r i e s t and others that were t h r e a 
tened w i t h th i s judgment . Even i f they 
were to r i s e at the great white throne 
as some bel ieve , i t would be a thousand 
years late for th i s judgment . Th is one 
i s ment ioned most f requent ly and w i l l be 
found i n the gosples, Ac t s , the 14 ep i s 
t l es w r i t t e n da r i i i g Acts pe r i od , and Rev . 

3. BEL IEVERS . Some w i l l be l i v i n g 
when He comes. Others w i l l have var ious 
r e s u r r e c t i o n s . A l l w i l l be judged ac 
cord ing to what they have done and r e 
wards g iven. The parables of the pounds 
and ta lents and others r e f e r to th is t i m e . 
Many w i l l have l i v ed j u s t l i ves and many 
w i l l have behaved un jus t l y . Some w i l l be 
ca l l ed wicked and s lo th fu l . Some even 
now are enemies of the c r oss , but are 
be l i evers nonatheless. Many wo rk m e n w i l l 
be aghamed i n that day. The i r works w i l l 
^ot_abide the tes t ing by f i r e . 
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- STUDIES IN JOHN- #31 
1. What would be a proper title for 

John 17? 
2. How faithful had those been whom 

the Father had given to C h r i s t ? 17:6 
3. What had these men learned? 7 
4. What are the 4 main words of 

verse 8 ? 
5. How did we get the Word? 8 
6. If one receives the Word, then 

what does he know? 8 
7. What i s the next step after know

ledge ? 8 
8. F o r whom does the Lord p r ay? 
9. Why does He not pray for the 

whole world ? 
10. In verse 9 s ix words are used to 

describe or name those who believe. 
What are they? 

11. Does verse 10 show us that He 
and the Father are one ? 

12. What i s the purpose of the be 
liever as shown here ? 10 

13. How does He describe the coming 
separation ? 11 

14. Can, and does, the Father keep 
every one of them as the Lord here 
prays ? 

15. How about Judas ? Did the Lo rd 
lose him, or was Judas ever numbered 
with the faithful ? 

16. The word SON i s often used to 
describe the character of a person, for 
instance "the sons of thunder. " How does 
"son of perdition "(loss) describe Judas ? 

17. Why was Judas among the 12? 
18. Why did the Lord speak this 

prayer aloud in the presence of the d i s 
c ip les? 13 

19. Why does the world hate them? 
20. Is this hatred displayed today ? 
21. Should one seek to be taken out 

of the world or to get away from it ? 
22. Is it the world or the evi l that i s 

dangerous to the Christ ian ? 
23. How can one be truly sanctified ? 
24. Why did Chr is t come into the 

world ? 
25. Why does He send His own into 

the world? 18 
26. How far-reaching i s this prayer ? 
27. If believers are one and are in 

Chr is t and He in them, what wil l be the 
resu l t? 21 

28. Does He pray that they wi l l be 
with H im in heaven or here on the 
earth? 24 Cf 14:3 and Rev. 21:2. 

29. Has the world ever known Him ? 
See 1:10. 

I DEAR YOUNG F O L K S : There are 
! some questions that young folks have to 
settle just as w e l l as us old folks. One 
of these i s in the book of Job and the 
other in the book of Romans. If the answer 
to these two i s not found, then peace and 
joy and even the reason for living wi l l 
not be found. 

The f i rst one i s , " How should m o r 
tal man be just with G o d ? " Job 9:2 

The tendency of the flesh i s to justify 
self . In justifying self, one invariably 
condemns God. Such a course wi l l not 
do. You can see that. But what to do ? 

Job had 3 friends. The f i r s t said that 
from his experience, man prospered if 
he was good, and did not prosper i f he 
was not good. The second had the same 
thing to say, except that in it being his 
experience and observation, it was the 
tradition of the fathers. Therefore it 
must be true. The third had about the 
same argument, but s t ressed the fact 
that man must do something in order to 
get mer i t from God. This was under two 
heads; 1s t . , reverence the Lord , 2nd. , 
flee from s in . The f i rs t i s spoken of as 
wisdom and thA second as understanding. 

But can fallen man do these things ? 
Where i s his wisdom i f not from God? 
Where i s his understanding if not from 
God ? A l l religions are agreed on one 
thing. That i s , man must do something 
for God to mer i t favor. But the Word of 
God does not say so. 

There i s a lesson that must be learned 
In the flesh dwells no good thing. When 
we come to the place we re ly on God and 
have no confidence in the flesh, then we 
can be justified before H im. 

Many HAVE found the WAY. The lost 
son said " I have sinned. " Joseph's b r e 
thren said "we are ver i ly gui l ty . " David 
said " I have sinned against the L o r d . " 
Isaiah said "1 am undone.. .unclean. " 
Daniel said "My comeliness was turned 
to corruption. " And Job said " I am v i l e " 
" I abhor mysel f " " I repent in dust and 
a s h e s . " 

E a c h of these learned to justify God -
and condemn self. When they learned 
that God was just in everything, tlien 
they learned that He was also the j u s t i -
fier of those who believe (Rom. 3:26). 
There i s nothing about gaining mer i t in 
this, but faith i s involved. Can we trust 
that a l l i s for good to them that love the 
Lord , no matter what may happen ? 

Sincerely in HIM, Oscar M, Baker , 
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- T H E E D I T O R ' S D E S K -
W E L L ! Last month 's paper was not 

so good, so am glad that we d id not say 
much about i t . I t was r u n on a new m a 
chine we got i n . We d id not keep i t . We 
w i l l wai t t i l l l a t e r when we can have the 
wherewi th to get a good one. I n the mean 
t i m e , th is one w i l l have to do. 

WISE M E N gave gi f ts to H I M , not to 
each other . But some day people w i l l 
give gi fts to each other (Rev, 11:10). 

THE LATCHSTRING is s t i l l out . So 
i f you w ish to pay us a v i s i t and t a l k -over 
the things of God, we sha l l be glad to 
have you . B r i n g your quest ions. 

GREETINGS of the season to a l l of 
you . We thank you fo r your remembrance 
of u s . We do not send out many greet ings 
as we have to put near ly a l l our t i m e and 
ef fort on the paper . We know that you 
w i l l understand and continue to pray fo r 
us that we may be able to cont inue. 

PURPOSE of T F T i s to c o r r e c t the 
ideas of those who may have m is taken 
the hope and the ordinances of I s r a e l f o r 
the i r own. This i s that a l l s p i r i t u a l 
blessings may be yours i n the heavenly 
places i n C h r i s t and that you be not 
looking for an ear th ly k ingdom or ea r th l y 
blessings connected w i th i t . Th is means 
a r i gh t d i v i s ion of the Word so that you 
w i l l not need to be ashamed workmen i n 
that day. Think i t over . 

THE GREATEST M I R A C L E of a l l the 
Bible r e co rd may be i n Acts 2 : 1 . There 
a l l be l ievers of one c i t y were a l l i n one 
place i n ONE ACCORD. Can you imagine 
such a thing i n these days ? 

THANKS for a l l the suggestions and 
questions concerning the a r t i c l e s we 
have recent ly w r i t t e n . You have been 
very helpf id i n organiz ing the m a t e r i a l s . 

BACK COPIES; Just a few sets back 
to #39. New readers may espec ia l ly 
want some of these. Just ask fo r t h e m . 
They are f r e e . 

APPENDIX 179 of the Companion 
Bible shows that the L o r d was begot
ten on Dec. 25th S B C and b o r n on 
Sept. 29th 4 B C. Read t h i s . I t i s ve ry 
in teres t ing and conv inc ing . 

K ILMARNOCK, Scotland. A l e t t e r of 
mine was p r in t ed i n the monthly a n -
nouncement of the c lass a whi le back. 
Have been i n contact w i t h th i s fa i th fu l 
group a lmost f r o m the beginning of T F T . 
We pr i z e the i r in te res t and p r a y e r s . 

T F T goes to a l l states except 1 1 . 
Help us to get in to these. 

EDITOR, Oscar M . Bake r , RR2, 
Warsaw, Ind . T e l . Atwood 2684. 

- A B O U T B O O K S -
See l as t issue fo r books as there i s 

l i t t l e change. Several have been gett ing 
Companion B ib les f o r C h r i s t m a s . I t i s 
a good g i f t f o r any t ime of the y ea r . We 
have them now i n three b ind ings . The 
B u c k r a m i s $12; the quar te r l eather i s 
$16; and the f u l l l eather i s $24. A l l 
p r i c e 8 are postpa id . 

I f you have any spare copies of Things 
to Come or o l d copies of The Berean 
Expos i to r that you would s e l l , l e t me 
know. There i s a constant demand fo r 
these, espec ia l ly f o r odd volumes to 
f i l l out sets . 

There i s a lso a steady demand fo r the 
o u t - o f - p r i n t books of Welch andBul l inger^ 
I f you have any you would s e l l , w r i t e 
quoting p r i c e s . 

A m t e m p o r a r i l y out of Ecc les iastes 
by Welch and the Two Natures i n the 
Ch i l d of God by BuUinger , but hope to 
have mor e any t ime now. 

Our hope of get t ing out some p r i n t e d 
m a t e r i a l has again been postponed be 
cause of being disappointed i n the new 
p r i n t i n g mach ine . Some of these days 
we w i l l f i na l l y get to i t . 

Now i s the t i m e to renew your Berean 
Expos i tor subsc r i p t i on . I can take care 
of i t for y ou . Most fo lks send a do l l a r 
a l tho the p r i c e i s 87^ which h a r d l y 
covers the cost . 

Your ed i tor has w r i t t e n 563 l e t t e r s 
dur ing 1953 and has f i l l e d 214 o rde r s 
f o r books. Th is i s steadi ly inc reas ing 
a l l the t i m e . I t i s some ind i ca t i on of 
the in t e r e s t there i s i n the Word , f o r 
which we are t r u l y thank fu l . We look f o r 
your response dur ing 1954. 
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