No. 73

-STUDIES IN EPHESIANS~ #10

In Eph. 1:3-14, we find 5 things which
God has done for us and each of them is
followed by the word ACCORDING. All
are the purpose of God for the saints and
faithful and ineach instance the measure
is given. See Companion Bible, p. 1760,

i, Blessed with all spiritual bless-
ings. What these may be is beyond our
comprehension. We cannot know these
spiritual things in the heavenlies. They
are far different from the blessings of
Israel which were of earthly materials
and easily understood, even to the New
Jerusalem which is to be on the earth.
ACCORDING to a prior choosing, and
a purpose, verse 4. No purposes have
been revealed earlier than the founda-
tion of the world before the end of Acts.

ii. Adoption and sonship. Contrary
to popular opinion, not all are the sons
of God, but only those who have believed
and been adopted into His family. One is
accepted for this high position only in
the Beloved. It is not a question of the
worth of an individual, but whether or
not he is in Christ,
| iii. Redemption, The price of this
great redemption was the blood of Christ.
Today many think that redemption was
primarily from sins, That is because
the LIE is made partandparcelofcreeds
and the truth overlooked. Redemption is
from death and the grave, Redemption
from sins is included inthis great trans-
action. It is according to the riches of
His grace. This is abounding grace. It
is toward us. It is in all wisdom and
prudence.

iv. Mystery of His will made known.
He has made it known to us because it
pleased Him to do so. It is His will that
some time in the far off future all things
shall be made one and put under Christ.
This great unity will include both the
heavens and the earth. They will be one.
The emphasis is laid upon the fact that
all this unity will be in Christ,

v. Inheritance obtained. Thisinheri-
tance is obtained only in Christ. Further
on we learn that we are joint-heirs with
Him of all the wealth of the Father, It
is according to His purpose that this is
so. We may not be able to comprehend
how, but somehow we are to be to the
praise of His glory in being made heirs.
All these things are made possible to
those who trust in Christ, (verse 13).

-GRAFFING AND BAPTISM-

It may be that many have never seen
the connection there might be between
these two. But there does seem to be a
relationship.

In Rom. 11 is found the truth concern-
ing the graffing in of the Gentiles. It was
not a mystery or secret. Moses had fore -
told it. Contrary to nature, but accord-
to the practice of the times, a branch
from a wild olive would be graffed into
an old olive tree that was getting to be un-
fruitful, The result was that the tree
would again bear fruit.

Romanswas written before Acts 28:28
and therefore Israel had not been set
aside, The tree had not yetbeen cut down.
But every effort was being made to make
it fruitful. The Gentiles graffed in wexre
not graffed in for their own sakes, but
that Israel might be blessed. This we
must ever keep in mind.

Israel as a nation was not realizing
their hope when Romans was written,
But the faithful remnant had realized it.
As late as Acts 28:20 Paul was preach-
ing and partaking of the hope of Israel.

Israel was to be a priestly nationm, i.e.
tohave the office of a mediator. So it was
only thru the promise made to Abraham
thru the ministry of Israel that a Gentile
could be blest. Eph. 2:12 describes the
condition of the Gentile believer during
Acts. He was without Christ, for the Mes-
siah was promised to Israel. He was an
alien from the commonwealth of Israel
because of his uncircumcision. He was a
stranger from the covenants of promise
for they were to Abraham's seed. He had
no hope, for the hope was the hope of
Israel and the Gentiles had been given up.
He was without God in the world. God had
promised to be the God of Israel and that
they were to be His people. So the graffed
in olive branch had nothing of himself,
but received everything from Israel. He
had to borrow blessings, so to speak.

But the faithful remnant of Israel only
had obtained the blessing and hope. They
were baptized in water as a public ac-
knowledgment of faith. When Gentiles
began to be graffed in (at the house of
Cornelius) they were baptizedin water.
This identified them with the repentant
remnant of Israel. It was the symbol of
the graffing. But at Acts 28:28 both the
graffing and baptism were set aside.

The tree no longer stands.
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-POTPOURRI- #2

In 1 John we read that Cain was of
that wicked one. At first thot one would
think that this meant that Satan was his
father, that is, that he was begotten of
Satan. One might get the same idea of
the Pharisees whom the Lord said were
of their father, the devil. Gen. 4:1
plainly tells us that Cain was born as a
natural child of Adam and Eve. Cain was
of Adam as a natural born son. Back to
the first reference; we find that it is a
matter of works, not birth, in question.

It is worthy of note that a graffed-in
wild olive branch never bore fruit., This
is in keeping with Rom. 9:4 and shows
plainly that as long as Gentiles had the
pocition of being graffed in, they could
not bring forth fruit, i.e., minister the
Word and have part in the services, If
it were possible that this is the Gentile
position today, then many ministers and
priests are entirely out of place.

If you will begin reading Prov. 8 at
verse 23, you might be inclined to think
that the subject is Christ. Start there
and read the rest of the chapter. Then
after you have done that, go back to the
beginning of the chapter and you will be
surprised to find that the subject is not
Christ, but WISDOM. Too often this has
been quoted to refer to Christ. Let us be
careful to note the context.

It is well that we be very careful in
giving alms. Nowhere do we find it advo-
cated in the Word to give to the unbeliev-
ing poor. Such might defeat the purpose
of God. If some generous person had
come to the prodigal son when he was in
the pigsty and given him a new suit and
a pocketful of change to spend, he might
not have ever gone back to his father's
house. So let us be sure that all such
giving is the will of the Lord before we
act. We might be found working against
Him and His purposes.

The rapture, so-called, of 1 Cor. 15,
and 1 Thess, 4, cannot be for the church
of the dispensation of the mystery. The
members of this church are seated far
above principality and power, which in-
cludes angels. So when we read of the
voice of the archangel {1 Thess. 4:16)
and the last trump {1 Cor. 15:52, ci.
Rev. 11:15) we know that the events con-
cern Israel, those who are heirs of sal-
vation, {(Heb. 1:14). Acts and the epistles
written during Acts speak oft of angels.

~-HIS PROMISE -

I, In Eph. 3:6 we have this phrase in
connection with the mystery of Christ.

It has to do with Gentiles, so it must not
have any part in the promise made to
Abraham. Whatever this promise may be,
it is plain that the Gentiles are partakers.
in it. It has to do with a gospel which was
given to Paul to preach among the Gen-
tiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.
This is about all we can find in Eph.
about the promise.

II, In 2 Tim. l:1 we find the word
promise again., There it is the promise
of life. The promise of life is in Christ
Jesus. This might lead us to ask the
question; When did death first appear ?
Certainly there was no promise of life
till death was at least in view. Rom. 52
12 gives us a little clue. It indicates that
death existed before man was created
and put in the garden. John 8:44 speaks
of Satan being a murderer from the be-
ginning. That beginning must not have
been the murder of Adam. It must have
been when hate entered Satan.

III. In Titus 1:2 we find something of
the time element. There we have the pro-
mise. It is concerning eternal life. It was
made before the world began. The margin
says before the ages began. That is a
little nearer the meaning. This promise
is made by ONE Who cannot lie. This is
in contrast to the one who abode not in
the truth and was a liar from the begin-
ning. It is evident that he was in the truth
at one tirme, but he did not choose to
abide in it. So he became the father of
THE LIE. The same has the power of
death and he seemed to have the victory
at Calvary, but that victory was turned
to defeat by the resurrection of Christ.

The decease of a human being is not
all that is included in the word DEATH,
Death is anything that nullifies God's
plans and purposes. It is the opposite of
the life that He would have His creatures
enjoy. But that death is some day going
to be destroyed. Then will come in the
fulness of the promise of life. It cannot
be life to the full till there is no more
death of any kind,

Death and all that follows it came by a
fallen angel. Life comes thru the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, in Whom
all the fulness of the Godhead dwells
bodily. Of Him we can say, as did Thomas,
"My Lord, and my God." John 20:28
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TRUTH FO
-JOHN 3:16-

Many times you will hear this verse
spoken of as the Golden Text of the Bible.
No doubt that is a good name for it. It is
the first mention in the Bible of God lov-
ing the world, 1t also tells how He loved
the world., The little word SO means "in
what manner,"

It might be well to compare the ways
in which this verse has been translared.

"For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.' A, V.,

"God so loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth on Him should not perish, but
have eternal life." R, V.

"For God so loved the world

That His only begotten Son He gave, -
That whosoever believeth on Him’
Might not perish
But have life age-~abiding."
Rotherham

An interesting acrostic may also be
made up. Our lines here are a little
cramped, but you can get the idea.

GOD - G od so loved the world, that He

gave His

O nly begotten

S on, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not

P erish, but have

E verlasting

L ife.

You will notice that the acrostic spells
the word GOSPEL., The first half is what
God has done, it is God's part. The 2nd
half is our destiny which all depends on
what attitude we take toward what God
has done.

Let us consider another popular trans-
lation, that of Weymouth;"For so greatly
did God love the world that He gave His
only Son, that every one who trusts in
Him may not perish but may have eternal
life . "

us -

lations as we may get fresh light on the
meaning. Others than those set forth do
not add much to what is already given,

Of course there are many things that
we cannot understand. One of them is
how that God could love the world as He
does. Ouxr comprehension of love does
not reach that far. We do not understand
all about the great sacrifice made that we

It is well to compare the various trans.-folks Titus is to straighten out. It is still

R YOUTH

DEAR YOUNG FOIKS; Some of the
answers to the questions in John are still
coming in. If you have not finished, you
still may have time to do it.

Recently got a letter from a youngman
in Korea and he says that he is so glad
that he learned to know the Lord before
enrering the service as there are many
pitfalls there. Let us pray for him as he
bas several more months to stavy.

Have a fine letter from a young man
in Bagdad, Iraq. Pray that he will come
to know the Loxd personally,

Another letter comes form a boy in
the service in Germany. Have several
from boys in the various camps here in
this counfry. Some of these are going to
go into the ministry of the Word as soon
as they can prepare for it. They all need
our prayers that they may be able to do
the will of God in their lives.

Lately I have had the privilege of
meeting several who are coming into a
knowledge of the mystery and hope to be
able to proclaim it. Am much interested
in all these and pray that they may be
fruitful for the L.ord.

There is one thing you should keep in
mind as you go on in the knowledge of the
Word. You are going to find many dif-
ferent kinds of people, even among those
who have come to know about the dispen-
sation of the mystery. All of us are still
in the flesh, and will be so till our vile
bodies are changed. So we must learn to
meet and accept the facts. We may meet
with some who seem rather unlovely. At
times some will not fellowship with you
unless you believe just as they do.

Never become bitter if that should
happen to you. You do not know all the
circumstances and the background that
make them that way. They may need
love and understanding on your part.

Some of the members of the body may
be very unlovely. You should read Paul's
letter to Titus and notice all the kinds of

possible that we may have some today
just as bad as the Cretians. But keep
this one thing in mind; as far as standing
before God is concerned, they are perfect,
But their state may have a great deal to
be desired yet. There is no excuse for
this imperfection in state, but we must
recognize the fact that it does exist and
that we must put up with it.

Sincerely in HIM, Oscar M. Baker.

might live, but we can believe the record,
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-THE EDITOR'S DESK -
TRUTH FOR TODAY is sent free to
anyone anywhere upon request. Send
in names of friends that might be inter-
ested. Sets of back copies that are left
are sent free to those who can use them.,
Also a few study outlines.

VISITORS; Mr. & Mrs. Albert Schel-
lenberg of New Lenox, Ill. Mrs. Louis
Roman of Muskegon, Mich., Mr, & Mrs,
Harry Miller of Phila., Pa. Mr. & Mrs.
Carl Elleby of Kalamazoo, Mich. Mr.

& Mrs, Ralph Smith of Joliet, Ill.
TRIPS; Called on friends in Joliet
and Rockford, Ill. and Oshkosh, Wis.
Aug, 13 and 14, On Aug i5 had a radio
program and taught classes of TRUTH
FOR TODAY at Neenah, Wis. Made fur-
ther calls at Joliet, Ill. Aug. 16. Mr,
and Mrs. Ralph Smith came Aug. 22 and
stayed overnight with us, On Aug. 23
they started out with your editor for a
conference at Mifflin, Pa., getting back
on Friday the 27th.

YOUR MONEY you wish to give for
Mr. Welch's trip should be sent to Mr.
Elroy Robinson, 711 Woodland Ave.,
Knollwood, Lake Bluff, Ill. You will be
receipted and copies given to Mr. Welch.

TFT CLASS meets at my home each
Tue. nite at 7:30. We still are in the
studies in Revelation. All are welcome
to come to the class.

If any more are thinking of having Mr,
Welch meet with their group, let me know
immediately. We have only a couple of
months to finish the itinerary. Remember
that these meetings will be between May
8 and June 26 next,

FOR SALE; herd of Drown Swiss cows
and heifers. Also some other cows.

WANTED; farm manager and operator.
Write, if interested.

Books by E. W. Bullinger;

Number in Scripture $5.00
Witness of the Stars 4,25
The Giver and His Gifts 2.65
The Apocalypse 2.50
The Two Natures (New Edition) .60
Books by C. H. Welch;

Dispensational Truth 1.13
Testimony of the Lord's Prisoner 1.28
Life Through His Name 2.25
Just and the Justifier 1.88
Parable, Miracle and Sign 1.28
This Prophecy 1.13
Prize of the High Calling 1.13
The Form of Sound Words .15
Ecclesiastes .60
The Burden of Prophecy .60
Job and the Enigma of the Ages . 45
Things Most Surely Believed 230
Accepted in the Beloved .30
The Deity of Christ Lie
Right Division and the Gospel Wi
True from the Beginning i )
United, Yet Divided 1t
Hell, or Pure from the Blood cf... N
Far Above All .09
Ephesians via Romans .09
The Eternal God is Thy Refuge .09
That Blessed Hope .12
Disp. Place of the Lord's Supper .13
Sin and its Relation to God .08
Vol. 34 Berean Expositor 1.50
Vol. 35 Berean Expositor 1.50
Vol. 36 Berean Expositor 1.88%

Books are sent postpaid if payment
accompanies the order.

From time to time we get used book:z
by Anderson, Bullinger, Welch and
others. Entierly out of "Things fo Come"
at this time.

-BOCKS -

Companion Bible, buckran: $12.00

" " guarter leather 16.00

" " full leather 24.00
Englishman's Heh. Concerdance 17,50
" Greei i 8.50

LXX with Eng. Translation 6.32
Vol. 1 Thy Testimeonies 2.00
Expos. Dict, of N T Words, Vine 9.50
Young's Concordance 13.0¢
Pocket Interlinear Gr. N, T, 4,25
Analytical Greek Lezicon 4.25
Bible, Cambridge, thin, Brown .50
" .n 4 Maronn 9.50
All Truth, Mille .15
N, T, Ministriecs, Mills .75
Student's Commentary. Vhilliams | 8,50

TRUTH FOR TODAY
RR2, Warsaw, Ind.
U.S. A,
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