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-STUDIES IN EPHESIANS - #28

“That in the ages to come He might shew
the exceeding riches of His grace in His
kindness toward us thruough Christ Jesus."
2:7. In the last study we spoke of the rich
mercy. Mercy and grace are closely re-
lated as we stated. But grace can still be
in operation when there is no longer ground
for mercy. That is whatthis verse is show-
ing to us.

Of course we would like to know what is
meant by the expression "ages to come. '
We have seen all kinds of charts in which
each author thot he had the dispensations
and eons all set forth., But the chaxts all
seem. to differ. Nearly all of them leave out
one period of time spoken of in the Word.
This is to be found in Rev, 20:10 "day and
night for ever and ever.' A literal trans-
lation would render it "to the ages of the
ages, ' whatever that might mean.Surely
there is no indication anywhere as to just
how long it will be, It is a period after the
Millennium and preceding the new heavens
and the new earth. For convenience we
might call it the Post-Millennial Kingdom.
Since the Revelation is concerning earth
conditions, we do not know what is going on
in the heavens during that time. But it
might refer (?) to the period of time men-
tioned here in Eph. 2:7 described as "the
ages to come, "

But that does not matter too much, It is
the fact that there are exceeding riches of
His grace,that we now know nothing about,
are going to be revealed in that time. The
revelation will be in His kindness towards
us, How that there could be more kindness
than we know at present is a puzzle, but
here it is. We can only believe and wonder,

There is in this verse another emphasis
that is never missing in this epistle. It is
that this kindness is thru Christ Jesus. All
that we are or have is and will be in and
thru Him. We must never forget to give
Him His proper place and due.

We are baffled by many expressions to
be found in this epistle. They are so far be~
yond our poor ability to comprehend. Also
there are hidden reason that we cannot
fathom. Why that God should love us, have
mercy on us, show His grace toward us,
and similar questions just are never fully
answered. But some day we shall know. It
is ours now to trust, preparing as much as
possible to be good workmen that need not
be ashamed, awaiting the day of manifesta-
tion. Surely such contemplation should have
some influence for good on the walk in

which we now engage. Grace...kindness!!

Wruth Jor Today

February 1956
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-OUR CITIZENSHIP -

For our conversation is in heaven; from
whence also we look for the Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ. Phil, 3:20 A,V,

For our commonwealth has its existence
in the heavens, from which also we await
the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. Darby.

For our citizenship is in the heavens,
whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Loxd
Jesus Christ. Numeric N T.

We might add more attempts at the trans~
lation of this difficult passage, but the notes
in the Companion Bible are very helpful in
arriving at the meaning. It has been our
habit in past years to link this passage with
the so=called rapture in 1 Cor. 15 and 1
Thess. 4, But such is not the case. There
is no connection. The Corinthians and the
Thessalonians had only an earthly hope, the
kingdom of the heavens. They awaited the
coming of the King. The place of this wait-
ing is the earth, He is to come from the
heavens to set up His kingdom on the earth.

But in Phil, 3:20 the heavenly citizens do
not stand on the earth waiting for a King.
They stand in the heavens waiting for the
Savior. There is where He is to APPEAR,
to the heavens, with them and to them.

FROM WHENCE is better FROM WHICH.
Which is singular and refers to citizenship,
not heavens. Heavens is in the plural and
is so translated by many.

Conversation or citizenship is POLITEU-
MA in the Greek. It is the seat of govern~
ment of which we are citizens. This also
includes rights and responsibilities. As a
verb it is used in Phil. 1:27 "only let your
conversation {citizenship) be as it becometh
the gospel of Christ."

This citizenship belongs right now to
every one who believes and is a member.

It is not something in the dim future. That
is the reason for the walk now. It is to be
in conformity with the citizenship.

Now do not ask me how I am going to get
there to look for His appearing., I do not
know ! God has not seen fit to reveal it. It
is another one of those things that the mem-
bers of the dispensation of the mystery have
to take by faith., We have to take by faith
our being blessed with all spiritual bless-
ings in the heavenlies. We do not know what
they may be., They are not described. So it
is with many things connected with the high
calling. It is not an earthly sphere., Ma-
terial things are not in it.

So we do not look for His coming in the
clouds. His APPEARING will be far above

all clouds, yes far above the stars. So let
us wait in faith, nothing doubting.
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~FIVE DEGREES OF SAINTHOCD- #5
"And made us sit together in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus"{Eph. 2:6). Here is
an expression that refers to both the pre-
sent and the future. We are to reckon it so
now for it is to be a blessed reality then.
As Abraham was a stranger and a pilgrim
all his life, yet he had a land that was pro-
mised to him. He will live in that land some
day. So we live as strangers and pilgrims
in this world looking for that blessed hope.
But the big question to many is WHERE ?
Where does Christ sit? Let us go back a
little, way back to Job 26:7 "He stretcheth
out the north over the empty place.!" At one
time this was laughed at, but now we learn
in astronomy that there is such a place. We
read further in Psa. 48:2 "Mount Zion, on
the sides of the north." Again in Psa. 75:6
"Promotion cometh neither from the east,
nor from the west, nor from the south."
This leaves us with the conclusion that pro-
motion does come then from the north,
Lucifer, the most beautiful and wise of
all cxzeatures once said in his heart "I will
asrend into heaven, I will exalt my throne
above the stars of God: I will sit also upon
the mount of the congregation, in the sides
of the north: I will ascend above the heights
of the clouds: | will be like the most high."
But Lucifer {Satanj could not do it. Only
Christ has ever ascended to that high and
lofty place. It is so far away that it is said
to be "far above all principlaity, and power,
and might, and dominion, and every name
that is named. not only in this age, but also
in that which is to come"{Eph. 1:21).
How did He get there ? He ascended.
"He ascended up far ABOVE all heavens.!
Eph. 4:10. "He passed thru the heavens."
Heb. 4:14 R, V. Christ is in a place which
no creature has ever entered. The greatest
of all creatures, the most powerful, and the
wisest failed in an attempt to get there. But
there 18 where Christ 1s, and where we by
the grace of God are reckoned to sit and
where we by the same grace will some day
actually sit. Do you wonder that Satan does
everything possible against such doctrine ?
In his rage and chagrin he would make us
believe that Christ is a creature just like
himself and that Christ dwells in the hea-
venlie s among heavenly beings like himself.
Those who inherit the earth in the resur-
rection will be blest with earthly blessings.
Those who inherit a place in the far above
all will enjoy all spiritual blessings there
(Eph 1:3). When the time comes that all
the heavens are cleansed, Christ will be
manifested and we with Him {Col. 3:4).

-WORKING OUT SALVATION-

Work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling, for it is God which worketh
in you both to will and to do of His good
pleasure. Phil, 2:12, 13,

Here is a statement that must not be di-
vided nor taken out of its context. Too often
only part of it is quoted and misapplied.

Those who boast in works have taken
the first part of this saying and made it to
say "work for your salvation. But it does
not say or mean that.

Others will make it to mean that one has
to be working all the time in order to keep
his salvation. It does not mean that either.

We would observe that this salvation
must be worked in before it can be worked
out. It is "work out your salvation." So
then it is possessed before it can be worked
out. No amount of works can procure this
salvation for it was paid for on Calvary by
the precious blood of Christ and must be
received as a gift. Neither can it be pos-
sible for one to work to keep his salvation.
Qur life is hid with Christ in God. He is the
one who keeps it, not we.

But when we are saved, when we become
a new creation, we are created unto good
works which were before ordained that we
should walk in them. This is what we are
talking about. A workman that needeth not
to be ashamed is one that seeks to know
what the good works are that he is to do
and then does them. That is working out his
salvation. Keeping or getting salvation has
nothing to do with it. But there is a reward
for the good workman. ¥ good work is done
and a reward is received, then there is no
need for shame.

A good workman is going to be careful in
choosing materials as well as foundation.
This choosing is a matter of the will. But
we see that if we are to will and do of His
good pleasure, it must be God working in
us. The flesh can never please God, either
before or after being saved. Therefore we
cannot boast even of the choice, nor either
of the work.,

No wonder that it must be with fear and
trermbling! This is not with doubt and un-
certainty. There is no room for any distrust.
All care is laid upon Him. But fear and
trembling show forth a spirit of humility
and dependence.

There is a wonderful lesson in this pas-
sage for us today. How thankful we should
be for the inworked salvation. How ready
and willing we should be to work it out for
His glory and honor. How sweet to abandon
the will of the flesh and do His will!
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-TRACKS THRU ACTS-

In the beginning of this series it was
noted that the main geographical divisions
of Acts were, Jerusalem, Antioch, Rome.
Along with these geographical divisions we
find parallel with them ethnological sections,
At Jerusalem the gospel was to Jew only.
At Antioch it was to both Jew and Gentile.
At Rome to Gentile only.

I. At Jerusalem Peter addresses men of
Judah, men of Israel, house of Israel. At
the dispersion at the death of Stephen we
find that disciples went out from Jerusalem
preaching to Jews only. The traditionalidea
that the church began at Pentecost and that
both Jew and Gentile were baptized there in-
to one body does not fit in with the facts., At
least 8 years after Pentecost Peter had to
have a special vision on the house top before
he would enter the house of a Gentile or
have anything to do with him. Not only that,
but he was called before the council to ac-
count for such actions. That, just in itself,
speaks plainly that there had been no mini~
stry among Gentiles until the event in the
house of Cornelius,

II. But at Antioch there is something
new. Paul addresses men, brethren and
such as fear God. Peter had opened to the
Gentiles the doors of the kingdom at the
house of Cornelius. That prepared the way
for the ministry of Paul among the Gentiles.
We must remember thatthe ministry among
the Gentiles during Acts had one purpose;
that some of Israel might be saved. That
was why the Gentiles were graffed into the
olive tree. It was thatIsrael might bear fruit.
So all thru the section where Paul speaks to
both Jew and Gentile, it is to the Jew first.
The hope was in no way changed at the be-
ginning of the ministry of Paul among the
Gentiles.It was still the hope of Israel, The
Gentile is allowed to share in it, to partake
of it. He is a child of Abraham by faith and
s0 has a part in the promise to him.

III. But after the conference with the
Jewish leaders at Rome, there is a dis-
tinct change. No longer is the Jew first. The
salvation of God is sent now to the Gentiles,
The salvation of God is none other than the
Lord Jesus Christ. But He is not sent to the
Gentiles either as a King or Messiah. That
title is not used in connection with the dis-
pensation of the mystery. For the first time
He is revealed as the HEAD of a family of
God where Jew and Gentile are joint-heirs
of a new inheritance which had never been
known before. The heavens, not the earth
are their future abode. Their blessings
are spiritual, not material,
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DEAR YOUNG FOLKS; There are some
truths in the realm of spiritual things that
are very hard for the young to understand,
(and maybe for the older folks as well). The
Lord said to Paul, "My grace is sufficient
for thee: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness." Then Paul said, Most gladly
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmi-
ties, that the power of Christ may rest up-
on me." He goes on to say that he takes
pleasure in infirmities, necessities, per-
secutions, and distresses, And then he
sums it all up by saying, "For when I am
weak, then am 1 strong."

Now can you figure that one ! How can a
person say that he is strong when he is
weak ? Did you ever try to make it out?

Did you ever try to tackle something
that was entirely too big for you and you
did not know it ? How did you come out ?

On the other hand did you ever face a job
that you knew was absolutely too much for
you. So you enlisted the help of mother or
dad and it was done in no time at alll

Now do you see ? When you know enocugh
to know that you cannot do it of yourself,
you are ready and willing to get help from
the place help ought to come and you have
the job done in no time and rejoice in the
fact that with help you were able to do it.

That is what Paul is talking about. He
knew that in himself there could be no good
thing done. He knew his weakness., So then
with the help of God he can do all things that
God wants him to do. So then when he knows
he is weak and relies on God, he is strong.
But when he does not know his weakness and
tries to accomplish something in his own
strength, he fails and then really learns
his own weakness.,

I have been taking this from 2 Cor. 12:
9, 10. You will note that before this he says
that if he were to glory or boast of anything
he thinks he has done, he is only a fool.
Have you ever seen some of these fools?

Be sure that you are not one of them. Also
while talking of fools, some time just take
the concordance and look up all the refer-
ences to FOOL in Proverbs. Tt is really en-
lightening when you read all of them,

But Paul also says that he was compelled
to be a fool in that he had to glory before
them. Why? Were they so carnal that they
could not understand what he was driving
at? It must have been so. They were more
interested in following leaders than they
were the Lord and His Word. We have some
like that today. We hardly know whether to .
pity or to censure them.

Sincerely in HIM, &« 770
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~-THE EDITOR'S DESK -~

TRUTH FOR TODAY is published each
month and sent free to anyone anywhere
upon request. Back copies are still avail-
able back to #67. Sets of these are free as
long as they last.

XTRA SPECIAL! To introduce the writ-
ings of Mr. Charles H. Welch we are now
offering a package of 17 of his pamphlets
and 6 leaflets (all different) for only $2.00
postpaid. You should read these.

BIBLE CLASS meets at the home of the
editor each Tue. evening at 7:30. It will be
8 years ago April 5th that the class was
started here. To find the place go 4 miles
south of Atwood, or 6 miles west from
Warsaw on the Harrison Center Rd.

SPECIAL REPEATED: this is especi~
ally for classes who want a text in Eph.,
Col., Phil , and 2 Tim. A book that covers
all 4 15 The Testimony of the Lord's Pri~
soner by C. H, Welch. Regular price is
i $1.30 per copy. But we will send 5 or more
to the same address for only $1 a copy.

! RECETIPTS FOR TFT during Feb., Nos,
i 1285-1295 totaling $63.30. Expenses were
$156.68.

: TAPES. We would like for those who
gwam to boriow or buy tape recordings to
‘keep 1n touch with us and let us know what
they want and how often. We are trying to
'improve the service as much as we can.
:The set of L0 tapes on Eph, by Mr. Welch
;18 exceptionall good and clear. Let us
know how many will be listening to them so
iwe can send aiong with them the right num-
§ber of charts We have other tapes too. So
iwrite about them and we will give a com-
:plete hist. Space here is limited.

; RECORDERS: If you are interested in

‘a recorder, write for folders and new low
iprices You may choose Webcor, Tape-o-
imatic iV-Mj. or the EMC tape player.

AT LAST !t Way back in TFT #71 we
‘promised an article. You will find it on
ipage 1 of this paper, entitled Qur Citzen-
‘ship. A reader reminded us of this.

COMPANION BIBLES: We have 6 styles
for you to choose from. In marcon Buck-
iram $12. in quarter leather and dark green
'buckz am $16. Full leather, stiff boards,
ired $24. The same, but black $24. India
paper in black heavy leather cloth $18. But
here 1s the one you ought to see! It is in
black Morocco overlapping covers on India
papex. a beautitul Bible for only $28. All
prices are postpaid.

' YOU CAN HELP by getting us names &
addresses for the mailing list, We mailed
out 1875 copies of TFT last month. It is

not much more trouble and expense to put
out 3,000. So look around you for prospects.

|

-BOOKS BY CHARLES H, WELCH-

Berean Expositor Subs. per yr. $1.00
Berean Expositor, vol. 37 2,00
Alphabetical Analysis, vol. 1 2. 00
Life Thru His Namae 2.25
Just and the Justifier 2.00
Testimony of Lord's Prisoner 1.30
Parable, Miracle and Sign 1.30
Dispensational Truth 1.20
This Prophecy 1.20
Prize of the High Calling 1.20
The Form of Sound Words .75
Ecclessiastes .60
The Burden of Prophecy .60
The Four Gospels .15
Studies in the Book of Job .45
Things Most Surely Believed .30
Accepted in the Beloved .30
The Deity of Christ .19
Right Division and the Gospel .19
Grace and Glory .19
True -- From the Beginning .15
United Yet Divided .15
Hell, or Pure from the Blood of.... .15
That Blessed Hope .12
Far Above All .15
Sin and its Relation to God .08
The Dispensational Frontier }Jeach .08
Who Then is Paul {doz. .60
The Key of Knowledge )25 .90

NEW BOOK: Again The Two Babylons
by Hislop is in print. We have a few copies
and more are coming. $2.75 each postpaid.

FOR OTHER BOOKS see our last issue.

PRAYER IS NEEDED: for some invalids,
some missionaries, and some who have
problems to solve. Also pray for us and
the TFT ministry. Thanks a lot for your
letters and helpfulness. So glad so many
think of us and our responsibility here.

VISITORS. Several have been in lately,
U R welcome., Try to warn us tho.

TRUTH FOR TODAY
R2, WARSAW, IND.
U.S. A,

FORM 3547 REQUESTED
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