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, -STUDIES IN EPHESIANS- #29

"For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God." 2:8.

It is the custom to parallel this passage
with John 3:16. But they are not about the
same thing. John is speaking of everlast-
ing life. Paul is speaking of salvation. But
even salvation is not always the same thing
in all the Scriptures. In the gospel of the
kingdom, salvation raised one to kingdom
rights and privileges. But here in Eph.
salvation raises one to rights and priv-
ileges of membership in the body of Christ.
Furthermore, this salvation is not so much
FROM as it is TO. But we will Teave that
for you to work out.

In the first of this verse are three words
that stand out. They are GRACE, SAVED,
and FAITH. Then follows the word THAT.

Since a pronoun must have an antecedent,
which of these three words is the ante-
cedent? When the grammatical structure is
examined, we find that it does not refer back
to any one of the three. THAT is neuter in
gender. So the only way to paraphrase it is
thus; "For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that grace-by-faith-salvation is
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God."

Faith is the means by which we obtain
this salvation. But faith is not a work, it
is the acceptance of a fact or a truth or
the trusting in a promise. It is believing
what God has said and acting on it.

But why should God make this kind of a
provision? There is no other way in which
He could make it available to all, rich
and poor, high and low, educated and ignor-
ant, wise and fools, etc., etc. There is no
respect of persons in this arrangement. It
is perfectly fair to all. But far above all
that, it gives to God the glory.

In the Word you will find that giving and
Toving are closely related. God so loved...
that He gave. Here we have the same thing.
It is the gift of God. Nowhere else do we
find this expression in connection with
salvation. What a wonderful gift it is!

For by grace are ye saved. Grace is all
of God. There is no reason here for us to
be boasting. The salvation is by the fin-
ished work of Christ on Calvary. But more
than that; we are saved to glory. Who can
find any fault with that?

Have you ever noticed how that grace
and faith are Tinked together so often? It
is so in this verse. On the other hand law
and works are linked together. So if this
were by works, then law, not grace, would
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have to enter in. But we are not under law.
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-THE PARENTHESIS-

When we speak of a parenthesis, we are
speaking of something that is inserted for
comment or explanation. It has been the
custom of some time to speak of the dis-
pensation of the mystery as being a paren-
thesis. But strictly speaking, it does not
fulfil the meaning of that term.The epistles
which reveal the dispensation of the mystery
are complete in themselves. They do not
necessarily comment on or explain what
goes before or comes after. They are com-
plete in the sense that they are all that
is needed for the setting up and function-
ing of that group which is called the
fellowship or dispensation of the mystery.

But there is a portion of Scripture that
may well be called a parenthesis. It is the
Acts of the Apostles and the 14 epistles re-
Tated to and written during that time. We
know that the Acts was a part of the king-
dom program and teaching. This had its
start with the choosing of a nation in Abram
from Ur of the Chaldees. The expectation of
that nation was a kingdom, with the King
coming from the house of Judah. It was a
kingdom that should have no end.

In the fulness of time the King was born
in Bethlehem of Judaea. The Kingdom was
first proclaimed or preached by John the
Baptist. Then the King Himself, along with
the 12 and the 70, proclaimed the kingdom.
The multitude would have made Him King,
but would not accept Him as Priest, for
that would be against their religion and
traditions. So they crucified Him.

So the setting up of a kingdom with a
King-Priest at the head was postponed (we
use this word in absence of a better
expression. It was postponed to such a
time as when Israel would repent as a na-
tion and receive the One, the Just One,
Whom they murdered.

So during Acts the apostles simply were
marking time. They were waiting to see if
Israel would repent. They had a commission
to fulfil, but it could not be fulfilled
ti11 a1l Israel as a nation repented
(changed their mind and submitted to Him as
Potentate). The reason they could not ful-
fil the great commission was that they were
not under the jurisdiction of the new cove-
nant. They had a foretaste of it, but it
was never in force. See Jer. 31:31.

So it happens that Acts is a continuation
of what "Jesus both began to do and teach."
It was no more than that. Israel did not ob-
tain what she sought for. But the remnant
did. What is going on today is not a paren-
thesis, but a separate purpose.
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-WHO IS MADE UNTO US-
We read too rapidly and do not stop to
think, We should meditate more on the
Word. We miss so much in our hurry. A
sample of what 18 meant follows;

There are 4 things which God has made
Christ to be unto His people. They are Wis-~
dom, and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption. 1 Cor. 1:30.

1. Wisdom. The greatest wisdom of which
man can boast is only foolishness in the
sight of God. But the wisdom from above is
foolishness to the man of the world, one who
is still in the flesh. He cannot understand
the things of God. God can and does take

the foolish things of the world to confound
the wige (those who think they are wise).

The natural man cannot receive the wis-
dom that comes from above, those things
that are taught by the Holy Spirit. They are
spiritually discerned. One must have the
mind of Christ to learn of God.

11. Righteousness. The bestrighteousness
:that man can produce, even under the law is
as filthy rags in the sight of God. There is
nothing right about the flesh. It is corrupt.
So many think that after one is saved, then
what he does (thinking that it is right) is
right. But that which is right is not what
we do with the old nature, the old man or
the flesh, but what is done in us by the Holy
Spirit thru the new nature or the new man.
No man, saved or unsaved, can boast of his
good works. We are His workmanship. We
are to walk in the good works that were be-
fore ordained that we should walk in them.
As to standing, we must be clothed with the
righteousness of Christ, accepted in the Be-
loved. This standing can never be changed.

III. Sanctification, This is by no means
a process of getting ‘'gooder and gooder."
Just as we must get wisdom from above,
just as we must get righteousness from a-~
bove, just so must we get our sanctification.
It is not any work of the flesh. It is a work
in us by virtue of what Christ was made un-
to us., Again there is no place for boasting.
Those who make it a work of the flesh often
flippently remark that they lose their sanc-
tification. They would never make such a
statement if they realized the truth!

1IV. Redemption. No repentance or doing
penance in the flesh can avail inthis matter.
No man can by any means redeem his bro-
ther {or himself). Christ was made unto us
redemption. He paid the price with His pre-
cious blood shed on Calvary. It was not sil-
ver or gold that paid it. Neither was it any
good works. We have nothing to offer. He
paid it all, Praise His name!
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~-CHRIST OUR HOPE -

“Paul an apostle of Jesus Christ by the
commandment of God our Savior, and Lord
Jesus Christ, which is our hope." 1 Tim,
I:1.

Whenever we have hope in the objective
in the Word of God, it always refers to the
Lord Jesus Christ being manifested in His
glory to His people, whether on earth or in
the super-heavens. In all references to our
hope, we must not lose sight of Christ. It is
not a mere doctrine that holds our attention,
but a Person. As a contrast to the above
statements, when Christ appears to those
on the earth who are not His people, He cer~
tainly will not be their hope. Rather, to
them it will be the great and terrible day of
the Lorxd.

The various names and titles of Christ
are keys to His manifestations to His fa-
milies of believers. The church of the dis-
pensation of the mystery, for example, is.
not looking for a Man of war, a King to de-
liver them from the nations of the earth.

Several years ago a lecturer said to his
audience, '"Tell me what you know of Christ,
and I will tell you where you are as to your
Christian experience. That statement is
one that ought to make us stop and think.

To those who perish, any phase of prea-
ching about the cross is foolishness. But to
us who believe, it is the good news that
thereon was one who shields us from what
we deserved as sinners -- wrath. How we
should thank God that His Son has made us
meet for the inheritance of the most holy
place., We are accepted in the Beloved.

The Lord Jesus Christ is our holiness
before God. But to live holy before men,
Christ must dwell in us. Wen we look to
the cross, we see what God has done for us.
It is, "I am crucified with Christ." The sec-
cret of holiness is identification or oneness
with Christ in His death. We must be able
to say, "I have died with Christ. "

But how does that make for holiness ?
Well, did you ever see a dead man lose his
temper ? How about it ? Did you ever think of
that when the old man began to rise up with~
in you? Does a dead man have eyes for the
things of the world ? Does he ? Not only dead
with Christ, but quickened with Him ! Our
eyes should be turned, not to the world or
anything it may offer, but turned upward
to where Christ sits at the right hand of
God. This is practical Christianity!

Just a word of warning here. Death is
not the hope of the believer. Death came as
a result of sin. If there had been no sin,

then there would have been no death.
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-~-TRUTH FOR YOUTH-
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S THRU ACTS~

When we study the synoptic gospels, we
find that consistently John the Baptist, the
12, the 70 and the Lord Himself had one
theme for their preaching or proclaiming.
It was "Repent for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand. "

When the Lord was on the tree among
thieves and malefactors, among Pharisees
and Roman soldiers, He expressed aprayer
that we must not forget. He said, "Father,
forgive them for they kmow not what they
do.'" There is no question as to whom is
meant by THEM. Peter told the Jews
That they had crucified their Messiah (Acts
2:36). Stephen said the same thing of them
in Acts 7:52. That prayer wag answered,
hence the ministry of the 12 and others in
Acts. If that prayer had not been answered,
then Acts could never have been written.

In Acts 1:6 we have the apostles asking
about the hope of Israel. They said, Wilt
Thou at this time restore again the kingdom
to Israel? Do not mistake me, The hope of
Israel was the King, but never the King
without a kingdom.

As we march thru Acts we find from time
to time an echo of this theme. There iz a
prophetic miracle by Peter and then another
by Paul. Both look forward to comingevents.,
Peter's miracle looked for the restoration
of Israel, their healing that the prophets
spoke about. Paul's miracle looked for-
ward to their being blinded as foretold and
warned in Isa. 6.

When we get to the very last chapter of
the Acts we find that the hope of Israel is
still the theme. Paul says, "For the hope
of Israel I am bound with this chain.' All
thru Acts to this point the witness of all
the apostles, Paul included, was to the soon
coming of the King to set up His kingdom.
The epistles written during Acts point to
the same thing. The coming of the Lord
was nigh. They were to look for Him and
be ready.

Even tho Paul preached a gospel of grace
to Gentiles during Acts, yet his reason for
preaching even that was that some of his
own people, the Jews, might be saved. See
Rom., 11:14,

But beginning at Jerusalem and spread-
ing thruout the colonies, even to Rome, the
Jews consistently rejected the coming King
and His kingdom. So there was only one thing
that God could do. He sent the blindness that
had been forewarned, and salvation {Christ)
was sent to the Gentiles (Acts 28:28).

For a real understanding of Acts and the

epistles written then, we must know all this,

EAR YOUNG FOLKS: Just recently I
read a story about a little boy who had been
born blind. Finally a few years later a very
delicate operation gave him his sight. When
the day canie that the bandages could be re-
moved and he looked upon the world for the
first time he was enraptured. Then he asked
his mother why she had not told him that it
was so beautiful. She broke into tears and
said that she had done her best to tell it,
but that he was not able to comprehend it.
There was no way in which she could have
made him understand. He had never seen.

All children are born blind spiritually.
They cannot see or know the beauties of
Christ, His holiness., The connot compre-
hend the mercy, grace, and love of God.
The natural man (the old nature) cannot
comprehend the things of God. That is what
our Lord told Nicodemus. It was necessary
for Nicodemus to be born from above, by
water (the Word) and the Spirit if he were
to enter into or understand the things of God.

And like the little boy, when one does
get this understanding, he wonders why he
had never been told about it before. He also
goes out and tries to tell others, only to
find that they too are blind and cannot per-~
ceive. It takes a little while for him to get
to realize that they are as he once was.

Now, is Bible reading and study a bore
to you? Do you dread the sessions of Bible
study when you go to class with your par~
ents ? Do you wonder why folks are all the
time talking Bible instead of the latest mo-
vies, television, or maybe ball? It might
be that you are blind and do not know it! It
would be a good idea to think it over and
investigate. You may be missing the very
best things of life. Without spiritual per-
ception, you have absolutely no knowledge
of the relative value of things. Offer a lit-
tle child a penny and a worn dollar bill, and
the chances are that he will take the bright
penny. He has as yet no knowledge of the
relative value. People of the world are just
that childish. They even laugh at those who
choose the things that abide, thinking that
they are foolish,

It is also true that there are many who
have eyes, but do not see. It is like many
who have ears, but do not hear. It is a need
of training. The musician hears thing that
others cannot. The artist sees things that
others cannot. And so it is in spiritual truth.
It is by the teaching of the Holy Spirit that
we get to know the things of God. Joy in the
realm of spiritual things is far better than
all the happmess in the world. Try 1t

Sincerely in HIM, @scan 277 L5
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-THE EDITOR'S DESK -~
THANX for all the new names and ad-
dresses that were sent in lately. Just keep
it up! We can use a lot more. We might
just as well us a larger circle while we

are at it. You can help with this.

STILL A CHANCE to get copies of The
Testimony of the Lord's Prisoner by C,H,
Welch at $1 each in lots of 5 or more. We
have only 50 left, so hurry.

MISSED ! Just after TFT was mailed
last month, new copies of From Pentecost
to Prison came in. This is Mr. Welch's
latest book and is an exposition of Acts. It
is only $1.50 postpaid. Fine for either in-
dividual or class study. Your editor is pre-
paring about 58 ox 60 lessons to go with
this book. They are on letter size paper
and punched to fit notebook. With a few
exceptions, each lesson has 10 questions
with space to write answers. Send 50¢
for a set; 25 lessons will be sent now and
the rest when they are finished {about 6
months from now). These lessons are be-
ing used by the class at your editor's home.
Fine for beginning classes.

SUNDAYS -- Note this. We have been
making it a point to stay home on Sundays
so that folks could drop in with ther ques-
tions and chat with us. There is some call-
g and other work that we must do. So it
you are going to drop in, be sure to let us
know so we can plan for it. Visitors are
welcome and we like to have you come.

RECEIPTS FOR TFT during Maxch;
Nos. 1296-1317 with a total of $114.70. The
expenses were $195.73. Thanks for your
help. Our reserve balance at the end ofthe
month was $187.37.

BIBLE CLASS meets each Tue. nite at
the home of your editor at 7:30. New mem-
bers are always welcome.

TRUTH FOR TODAY; published monthly
and sent to anyone anpywhere free upon re-
quest. If you can use some back copies,
ask for them. Your friends might like to
have some to read.

RECORDERS; write for prices and de~
scriptions. Several to choose from.

STILL HAVE, as mentioned last month,
Companion Bibles, The Two Babylons, and
all current publications by C. H. Welch.

- MORE AND MORE REQUESTS FOR
PRAYER are coming in. Will you pray
daily for these folks and their problems?
There is a real place for intercessory
prayer and we should all join together in
remembering these folka.

TAPES; the recordings made by Mr.
Welch while at various centers in this coun-
try on his tour are available for lending.
|Algo his studies in Ephesians made in the

Chapel in London can be borrowed for the |
first 3 chapters of the book. For this there
are 10 of the 7' tapes, about 2 hrs. to each.
The rest of the studies in Eph. are about
ready to send out. There are 5 of these.
Have had a little difficulty and so we are de-
layed with these.

BOOKS BY E,W.BULLINGER;

How to Enjoy the Bible $5.00
Number in Scripture 5.00
The Witness of the Stars 4.25
The Giver and His Gifts 2.65
The Apocalypse (The Revelation) 2.50
The Two Natures inthe Child of God .60

OTHER BOOKS THAT ARE USEFUL;

The Law of the Offerings, Jukes 2.50
The Coming Prince, Anderson 3.95
The Silence of God, Anderson 2.50

The Gospel and its Ministry, Anderson 2.50

New Covenant, Mills (Mimeo.) .45

Ditto, 3 copies 1.20
1XX, Greek and English, Bagster 6.30
Interlinear NT, small, Bagster 4,25
Englishman's Heb.and Chald. Con. 17.50
Analytical Gr. Lex., Bagster 4.25
Thy Testimonies, vol. 1 2.00

IF you are looking for something to dis-
tribute among friends who do not know
about the Secret, we would suggest; The
Dispensational Frontier, Who Then is Paul,
and The Key of Knowledge, all by Welch.
They are 8¢ each, 12 for 60¢, 25 for 20¢,
or 50 for $1.50. These may be assorted if
you so wish.

THE TWO BABYLONS or the Papal Woxr-
ship proved to be the Worship of Nimrod
and His Wife, is by Alexander Hislop. Tho
first published about 1871, this book is
still up-to-date and a great favorite. A new
printing has just been made. Each $2.75.

We bave just made another used book
list. Ask for a copy.

TRUTH FOR TODAY
R2, WARSAW, IND,
U.S.A.
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