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-STUDIES IN EPHESIANS- #30

"NOT OF WORKS...BUT UNTO GOOD
WORKS. " Eph. 2:9, 10. Under grace, works
are excluded as a means of salvation, but
included in good practice. Human nature
being what it is, the comamon tendency is to
put them in the wrong place. The result is
boasting. But under grace boasting has no
place, except boasting in THE LORD.

Not until a man has been set free from
the dominion of gin is he free to Choose his
master. Delivered ones canyield their mem -
bers to sin or to God, whichever they choose
The ome will bring corruption (loss). The
other will bring all the benefits of life ever-
lasting.

If there ever was one thing for us to re-
member, it is the fact that not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but ac-
cording to Hizs mercy He saved us. And in
the same context where this great truth is
proclaimed God strenuously insists that they
which have believed in God mightbe careful
to maintain good works ! A lot of folks pro-
fess that they know God, but in works they
deny Him, being abominable and disobedient,
and anto every good work reprobate.

The Christian is urged to speak the things
that become sound doctrine, in all things
showing himself a pattern of good works.
But far too many whohave been exborted to
be zealous of good works end up by being
jealous of the workers. Many are all the
time whining and finding fault, while others
go blythely on their way rejoicing and busy
spreading the good news.

The same passage that says that He hath
saved us, not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace,
goes on to speak of a man purging himself of
certain things, and being prepared unto
every good work. Justa perusal of the con-~
cordance is very enlightening on this sub-
ject. There is a place for works.

There is a great purpose, according to
the Word, for the giving of all the Scrip-
tures. There is a matter of inspiration.
There is correction and reproof. Why?
That the man of God may be perfect. How ?
Thoroly furnished unto ALL GOOD WORKS,

The popular and traditional idea of God
is that He is a great super-man who is in
the business of snatching men from a hor-
rible doom. Why He should do it we are
never told except that He might not like to
see them suffer. It never seems to enter
the mind of man that God may have had a
great purpose for the ages and that those
who are saved might bhave some work to do
lto glorify their Maker.
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-GOD HATH SPOKEN -

it is very fashionable and "smart" these
days to scoff at the Bible. It is an outdated
book, some say. Others try to find flaws in
it, rather than in themselves. Such men
would "instruct God."

They will tell you that there are two,
or maybe 5 or 6 writers of Isa., that Moses
couldn't write, that Daniel was written years
after the events described, ad infinitum.

Anything is used that can be found that
will do away with the miraculous. But that
is a very old, old tendency. Evenat the time
our Lord was on earth, some objected to
His miracles. He rebuked them by saying
that they did not know the Scriptures nor
the power of God. And there is the answer
to the trouble today. We have far too many
preachers and teachers who do not have a
heart knowledge of the Scriptures and who
have never experienced the power of God
in their lives. In other words, they have
never been saved and they do not have any
spiritual pexception.

Recently the editor's column in the lit-
tle magazine called Christian Economics
wasg headed with the woxrds, "Behold the
Lamb of God." Then the editor continues,
"The above declaration of John the Baptist is
the heart of the Christian gospel. When it
becomes once more the theme of the sermons
preached in our churches, Christianity will
regain the power which it seems tohave lost. "

. We do not have space to quote more, but
it shows that there are some who are won-
dering why the organized Christianity of
today seems so powerless. It is because of
unbelief. The young man who desires to be
a minister today has a hard time finding a
seminary where the Bible is believed and is
taught as the Word of God. At the present
rate the outlook for the churches is indeed
dark. But we rejoice to know that not all
knees have yet bowed to Baal.

It is indeed surprising that men who pro-~
fess disbelief in the Bible will teach it in
seminaries {for a salary, of course). If it
is not true, why not do away with it alto-
gether instead of piecemeal? Again it is
surprising that men who say the the Bible
is just fables, are proud to be called Chris~
tians. Christ believed the Scriptures and
many a time said, "It is written." He spoke
of Moses and the prophets as being of au-
thority. If the Bible is not true, them He
was just an imposter and an honest man
would not think of being proud of being a
follower of such.

Who have a form of godliness but deny

the power thereof? Are you guilty?
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~-HIS FULNESS-~
. Jobn's gospel, as well as Eph., speaks
;of the fulness of Christ. It is something that
is not subject to dispensations, season, or
any limited times, for it is unlimited.
It pleased the Father that in Him should
all fulness dwell. But today that fulness is
overflowing. The church which is His body
is His fulness. So the church has the ful-
ness which fills all the members with all
spiritual gifte and blessings. This is the
conclusion of the first prayer in Eph. that
all might be filled with the fulness of God.

There is a copious supply of this ful-
ness. The supply is constant. Then why
should there be any need ? So many are all
the time speaking of their needs. Don't
they know about this supply ? Every want is
supplied. We do not say wish, but every
want. A want is a lack. There is nothing
that is lacking. Why should anyone sorrow ?
Will not His fulness soothe every sorrow ?
Why should there be any anxiety ? Is He not
able to supply every need? All too often all
these anxieties, sorrows, wants, and needs
show a spirit of unbelief, of faithlessness.

This fulness is a great fountain from
which flows all the blessings which come
from the will of the Father, the work of
the Son, and the power of the Spirit. In the
Father's will is a great purpose of the ages.
In the work of the Son was a purchase thatis
greater than any other of all time. The seal
of the Spirit displays a power to usward who
believe that silences the atom explosions
down to a whisper.

There is one great mistake that we make
all too often, We try to measure all this
by our own feeble experiences. We cannot
see any farther than what we have seen or
felt in our own lives. We have no standard
of comparison in ourselves. How can we in
our experiences come to know the breadth,
and length, and depth, and height?

Then too often we try to imitate the great
benediction, Now unto Him that is able todo
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask
or think. He not only is able to do, but He
is doing. It is a doing according tothe power
that worketh in us. Let us believe it and be
content therewith,

Whence cometh our strength? We are
strengthened with all might according to His
glorious power. It is not some might, but
it is all might. Can we believe it. Do we
realize that when we are weak is the very
time that we are strong?

Of His fulness have we all received, This
is written to believers. Can we believe ? Do
we believe ? Do we experience it?
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~-EARS-

"He thathath ears tohear, let him hear."
Fourteen times the Lord used these words.
He used them 6 times while on the earth (as
the Son of man, 6 being the number of man),
and 8 times from heaven (as the risen Lord,
8 being the number of resurrection).

How many of us have gotten our views
wholly from the Word of God? How much do
circumstances, friends, teachers, ministers,
books, and even our own desires have to do
with what we have accepted as truth?

It would be entirely impossible to mea-
sure how much of what we call truth has
come from the Word and how much has come
from other sources. It would be very diffi-
cult to say how much is of God and how much
is of man,

In the light of the above facts, it is very
foolish for any man to try to maintain his
own opinions, but rather he should be con-
stantly testing them by the light of the Word
of God. Such a one will be changing, but the
change will be in the direction of growth.

We should be willing, yes, even eager to
receive correction from the Word of God.
Thus we can eliminate that which has come
from man, and become established in that
which is of God. So we should ever have the
opened ears so that we might hear what God
has to say to us,

Nothing can close the ears so effectually
as vain traditions received of men. At the
time our Lord was on earth, the greatest
obstacle He had to overcome was to break
down the traditions so that He could teach
truth. Even as it is now, at that time tra-
dition was put above the Scriptures.

When the Lord spoke to the multitudes,
very few had the opened ears to hear what
He was saying. Very few followed Him to
any great extent because of this fact. But
on various occasions we note that the dis-
ciples were aware of what He was saying.
They understood. They wished tounderstand.

But today we have many who do not wish
to understand or hear. They either depend
on traditions or they feel that they must
make up a new Bible, one that is up-to-date
and which will be pleasing to men. God no
longer knows it all, they think. So they have
to instruct God. ,

The sorry part about it all is that they
deny the righteousness of God and then go
about setting up their own righteousness.
They do what they please to do, but try to do
it in the name of God, calling themselves
Christians. But if Christ were to come upon
the scene, He would have to say, Depart,
ye workers of iniquity; I never knew you!
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-ARE GOD'S GIFTS ALL GOOD? -

The fact that something is a gift of God is
no proof that it is good, lovely, or even an
undeserved favor., There are many instances
where He gave something which was terrible
in its consequences. let us take 3 examples
for a short study, two of them being history
and one still future.

I. In the wilderness the children of Israel
murmured against God and against Moses.
They wished flesh to eat. SoGodinHis anger
gave them flesh to eat, not for a day or two
days, but for a whole month, and so much
that it came out of their nostrils. Along
with the flesh He also sent a plague and many
of them died and were buried there. There is
danger in asking for things without first con-
sulting what the will of God mightbe., There
is also danger in murmuring. See Num. 11,
In speaking about the same event, the psal-
mist says that they also received leanness
of soul. See Psa. 106:15. That may be the
reason so many have leanness of soul now.

II. In 1 Sam. 8 Israel rejected God and
His rule by wishing a king like the other na-
tions had. They demanded a king. So God
gave them Saul {Acts 13:21), WhenHe had
finished punishing them with this gift, He
then raised upDavid to be king {Acts 13:22).
Hosea in speaking of the incident says that
God gave them a king in His anger and took
him away in His wrath. But as bad as he
was, Saul was only a type and a foreshadow-
ing of what is yet to come. Just as there was
the pre-Davidic kingdom, so will therebe
a pre-millennial kingdom. The people will
have their own way and choice first before
they will learntoaccept God's will and rule
for them. That Saul should try to get the aid

boding of what is to come.

III. In 1 Thess. 2 there is mention of the
mystery of iniquity. Some day it will be re-
vealed, but now is hidden. God will send to
apostate Israel another like unto Saul. Also
He will send them a strong delusion thatthey
should believe the lie of Satan. The delusion
will be that the kingdom of the beast is the
kingdom of heaven that is the hope of Israel.
But it will be a kingdom of heaven that is

mot the hope of Israel. The prince of the
powers of the air will energize the king. He
will be able to bring down fire from heaven
to show the heavenly character of his king-
dom. Miracles will be in abundance, sur-
passing anything done by Jannes and Jambres.
The delusion will be so great that all but the
very elect of Israel will be deceived, even
the Gentiles.But at the middle of the 70th
week it will cease to be from the heavens.
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of the powers of darkmess is only a dim fore- beings endowed with the power of reason.

DEAR YOUNG FOIKS; Each age has had
its philosophies and fads. The present age
is no exception, We may not be able to put
the finger on all of them or name them de-
finitely as they are too close to us for a
proper perspective. But some we CAN de-
tect and we should be very careful about
them.

Recently an educator said that the young
folks should have the right to experiment
and learn right and wrong for themselves.
There is more implied in that than we might
at first suspect. For some decades the ten-
dency of education has been to remove all
restraints and let children do as they please.
Theyargue that restraints result in frus-
trations and warped characters. I am afraid
that the opposite is true, Life imposes re-~
straints on all of us and we cannot escape
them. It is not fair to the child that he be
allowed to enter adult life with no practice
or knowledge of restraints. He is going to
have more than an inferiority complex!

Life on this earth is a struggle for ex-~
istence for all creatures and man is not
excluded. But man has been endowed with
a different mechanism than the other life
on this globe. Man can learn from precept.

I put a single wire around my pasture
and hook it to the high line thru a controller.
I do not tell the cows not to touch it. If one
does touch it and almost jumps out of her
skin, she cannot tell the others about it.
Each has to learn for herself. Mama cow
cannot tell little Bossy of Ferdinand Jr.
that the wire will bite. Each learns the
hard and painful way.

Now this is just what the educator is re-
commending for education of young human

How silly ! There would never be any pro-
gress with that kind of system.,

But God has given us His Word and in it
we find precept upon precept. There is no
need or excuse for anyone to sin. At the
very first there was the forbidden fruit. It
was not necessary that Eve taste to find out.
But she did, and look at the terrible conse-
quences ! The Bible is full of precepts for
you and me. If we fail to heed, there will
be the inevitable results.

Man ever wants to degrade himself to the
level of the brute beast over which he was
to have dominion at first. Then he will at
the same time boast that he has evolved
from that same beast.

Now the question I would put to you is
just this; Do you have to learn like the brute
beast, or can you listen to God ? 7

Sincerely in HIM, eca 2% Aaduer -
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] -THE EDITOR'S DESK -

| TRUTH FOR TODAY is published each

i month as the Lord permits and is sent free
!to anyone anywhere upon request. Welcome
i to all you new folks this month. I might re-
;mind you that we have backnumbers of TFT
iback to about #67 which are free for the ask-
iing. Just ask for a set of back copies. This
iis #93 and when we get #96 done we shall
have completed 8 years.

STUDIES IN ACTS, mimeographed les-
sons to go with the book, From Pentecost
to Prison, by Charles H. Welch, are still
available at 50¢ per set. Can send you the
first 25 lessons now and the rest when the
class here gets thru the book. That will be
about 6 months from this writing. These
studies will be fine for beginning classes or
i for individuals who wish to study. We have
{just made a reprinting of the first part of
ithe course.

i  BIBLE CLASS meets at the home of the
teditor each Tue. nite at 7:30. New ones
‘are always welcome. This is a place where
you can ask questions and not be afraid of
ridicule or condemnation. Also you are al-
ways given an opportunity to ask them.

TAPES: We still have 8 tapes of the var-
ious addresses by Me. Welch when in this
country last year. They are not too clear,
but you can get a lot out of them. These
are lent free. Just ask for them. They are
at 3,75 ips speed, double track.

We also have 19 addresses on Eph. by
Mr. Welch which are on 10 tapes. You may
borrow these free or you may buy duplicates
at $3.50 each made on good tape. These
cover the first 3 chapters of Eph. The rest
of the tapes on Eph. will be available soon.
Other tapesby Mr. Welchare inpreparation.
These are mostly made at the Chapel in
London, England.

BOOKS BY CHARLES H, WELCH
Berean Expositor, annual subscription$l. 00

Berean Expositor, bound vol, 37 2.00
Life Thru His Name 2.25
Just and the Justifier 2.00
An Alphabetical Analysis, vol. 1 2.00
From Pentecost to Prison 1.50
Testimony of the Lord's Prigsoner 1.30
Parable, Miracle, and Sign 1.30
Dispensational Truth 1.20
This Prophecy (The Revelation) 1.20
The Prize of the High Calling 1.20
The Form of Sound Words .15
Ecclesiastes .60
Studies in the Book of Job .60
Things Most Surely Believed .30
Accepted in the Beloved .30
The Deity of Christ .20
Right Division and the Gospel .20
Grace and Glory .20
The Four Gospels .15
True from the Beginning .15
United, Yet Divided .15
Hell .15
Far Above All .15
Dispensational Place of the Loxrd's Sup. .13
Hymns of Praise (words only) .13
That Blessed Hope .12
Sin and its Relation to God .08
The Dispensational Frontier) each .08
Who Then is Paul ? { 12 for .60
The Key of Knowledge ) 25 for .90
Right Division 12 for .30
What is a Christian 12 for .08
Can We Believe the Bible ? 12 for .08
Berean Pictorial Charts set of 13 . 12
Wise or Otherwise 12 for .13

Things that Accompany Salvation 12 for .13
The Chuxch (S.Allen) 12 for .30

SPECIAL: A few copies of The Testimony
of Paul by James W. Baker written about
1912 in New Zealand, 15pp. 10¢ each

BOOCKS BY E. W.BULLINGER
How to Enjoy the Bible
Number in Scripture

$5.00
5.00

Witness of the Stars 4.25
The Giver and His Gifts 2.65
The Apocalypse (The Revelation) 2.50
The Two Natures in the Child of God .60
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OTHER BOOKS
Englishman's Heb. and Chald. Concor.17.50

LXX, Greek and English, Bagster 6.30
The Coming Prince, Anderson 3.95
The Silence of God, Anderson 2.50
The Gospel and its Ministry, Anderson 2.50
The Law of the Offerings, Jukes 2.50
Expository Dict. of NT Words, Vine g.50
Analytical Greek Lexicon, Bagster 4,25
Interlinear NT, small, Bagster 4,25
Thy Testimonies, Vol, 1 2.00
New Covenant, Mills (Mimeographed) .45

Ditto, 3 copies for 1.20

FORM 3547 REQUESTED
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