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-STUDIES IN EPHESIANS - #32
Before Acts 28:28 the Gentile was at a
very distinct disadvantage dispensationally.
This is brot out very clearly in Eph. 2:11,
12, A structure of this passage will help us
to see what is emphasized.

A, Gentiles -~ in flesh,

B. Without Christ.
C. Aliens from Commonwealth.
C. Strangers from Covenants.
B. Having no hope.

A. Godless in the world.

Another structure from Rom. 9:3-5 will
serve further to show this dispensational
difference between Jew and Gentile before
Acts 28:28.

A. According to flesh -~ brethren.

B. Israelites. -
C. Sonship.
D. Glory.
E. Covenants .
E. Law.
D. Service.
C. Promises.
B. Fathers.

A. According to flesh - Messiah.
Remember that this last structure was
true when the Gentile was being saved by
grace and graffed into the olive tree. In
spite of their being one body, and there
being no difference in their standing, there
was a great difference dispensationally.
Another thing we must note is this; the
passage in Eph. is true of the Gentile be-
liever before Acts 28:28. According to the
flesh he was stilla Gentile. His being made
one with Israel in standing did not alter the
fact that he was still called uncircumcised.
Because of this fact he also was without
Christ (in the flesh). The Anointed One,
the Messiah, was to and for Israel. This
was because the Gentile was an alien from
the commonwealth of Israel and a stranger
from the promises. Therefore it was not
his hope, but the hope of Israel that he was
looking forward to. It was the God of Abra-
ham, and Isaac, and Jacob that he worship-
ped. All that he had in the flesh was only
borrowed. He partook of the fatness of the
olive tree, but he really did not belong. Yet
positionally, in the spirit, he was by faith
a child of Abraham and so had a part in the
promises made to him and his seed.

Here in Eph. 2 Paul is making it plain
that this dispensational disability has been
abolished. All this wall has been torn down.
In the church of the dispensation of the My~
stery there is no longex any difference. It
is no longer a question of being the seed of
Abraham, but of being one in Christ.

-THE FAMILY EPISTLE -~

Thexre are several families of God, just
as there is more than one flock., But there
is one family in particular thatis of interest
to us today. It is a family that was chosen
first, way back before age times, before the
overthrow of the world.It is a family that
is accepted in the Beloved, redeemed by His
blood, and sealed by the Spirit. Out of these
things, there is one that is peculiar which
does not have to do with any other family. It
is that it was chosen before the overthrow.
This being the case, it was then in mind and
a subject of provision before the earth was
recreated and peopled with the hurnan race.

There is this further thot in connection
with the time of the choice. This family,
being chosen before the overthrow and the
repeopling of the earth, was to be blest in
the heavenlies, not on the earth.

Now maybe you have guessed what the
epistle is. We have already noted some
things that are found in the first chapter.

In the second chapter we find that this
family is quickened and endowed with a
spiritual life. That it is raised with Christ.
And again we find another peculiar charac-
teristic; this familyis seated in Christ in
heavenly places. Surely this is a vexry spe-
cial and an unique calling.

In the third chapter we again find some-
thing new and interesting. Some family.
secrets are made known, the untrackable
riches of Christ. Nowhere else is a trace
ox track of such riches as are here made
known. Surely this family is a favored
one ! Also in this chapter is a revelation
of dimensions hitherto unknown. We read
of breadth, and length, and depth and height,
not of something that is empty, but some-
thing filled with the fulness of God. Such
dimensgions had never before been made
known. Theycan only belong to a heavenly
calling.

In chapter 4 we learn of the grace and
gifts given to the family, and the measure
by which they are given. Can this measure
be comprehended ?

In chapter 5 children are called to walk
in the ways in which the Father has called
them to walk, referring back to the good
works of 2:10,

In chapter 6 the epistle is closed with
the Father's blessing.

By nature the members of this family
were far off. But they have been made nigh,
so near that no nearer could they ever be.

Does this epistle teach that all men are
brothers ? that God is Father of all? or
that all will be saved ? Read it carefully!
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-THE CONFLICT-

From one end of the Scriptures to the
other we find that there is a constant con-
flict. The enemy at all times tries to fore-
stall and spoil the plans of God.

Just a few instances may be mentioned
1by the way as we trace some things thru the
:Word. Satan corrupted nearly all the human
race before the flood. When Abraham came
,to the place that was promised, the Canaan-
‘ite was then in the land. Then there were
’attempts against Sarah. Later Saul was po-
‘sessed with an evil sp1r1t and sought the life
‘of David. The promise was that the seed of
‘David should not cease, but Athaliah almost
exterminated the seed royal.

When the Lord came to earth as a babe
.in Bethlehem, the worship of the true God,
'the God of heaven, the God of Abraham and
{Isaac and Jacob, had degenerated into the
ireligion of the Jews. There was no place
ifor the truth. So Truth was crucified.

; Thruout Acts we see the efforts of the
;evil one. He opposes any restoration of the
jnation Israel. It will be the end of his rule
‘on the earth when the Lord does come,

{ But the worst news he got was when Paul
iproclaimed that a people would be blessed
in heavenly places. That strikes at the seat
iof his rule and authority. He is the prince
of the powers of the air. He still has a
stronghold in the heavens. Revelation tells
us that be and his will be cast out.

But the fact that Christ with the church
of the mystery will rule over the heavens
has aroused the bitterest antagonism. This
truth was soon held down by Judaism even
yet in the time of Paul. This gradually gave
place to the teaching of a kingdom on the
earth with the church at the head, not the
mation Israel. This is the general idea held
by Christendom today.

But truth began to be recovered about a
century ago. At the same time was the rise
of Spiritism (about 1848). Just before this
was the rise of a sect which set the date of
the coming of the Lord at 1843, This has
been changed a few times since. About 1900
the following statement was published in a
Spiritist magazine; "The ultimate destiny of
the human being is to live permanently upon
this earth'(See Things to Come, vol. 7,
page 47). This was written by a woman and
the writing was accompanied by rappings '
thick and fast all over the room.

Satan is doing his best to blind men to
the truth of the dispensation of the mystery.
He is not going to give up without a fight.
BE WARE lest any man spoil you thru philo-
sophy and vain deceit (Col. 2:8).
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~SOME UNTRUTHS-

It is 2 common saying that the good go
to heaven. But the Word says that the Meek
shall inherit the earth. The hope of Israel
was a great kingdom here on the earth. The
hope of Job was to live in the new earth.
And the hope of the members of the church
of the dispensation of the mystery is to go
to a place and position far above heavens to
rule over principalities and powers there.

It is also a common notion that the good
are saved. But Christcame to save sinners,
not good folks, Those who think themselves
good are not likely ever to be saved. Those
who are saved are sinners saved by grace.
No difference how bad a person may have
been, if he will but believe as is outlined in
John 3:16, he is saved. God is no respecter
of persons. He saves WHOSOEVER !}

It is almost universally believed that bad
folks go to hell. But the truth of the matter
is that all that die go to hell. There is no
exception to that, for even our Lord Him-~
self did not escape it. Hell (the grave} is
where believers wait till their resurrec-
tion comes. Our Lord waited 3 days and 3
nites for His resurrection. Most believers
will have to wait much longer than that,

There is also the notion that men have
immortal souls and therefore keep on liv-
ing, or at least, will live again. But again
the Word does not say so. In Dan. 12:1 not
all that sleep in the dust of the earth will
rise. In Isa. 26:14 we have some who will
never rise. The same is true of Jer. 51:
39,57. It says there that they will sleep a
perpetual sleep and not awake. The Darby
translation of John 3:36 is, '"He thatbelieves
on the Son hasg eternal life, and he that is
not subject to the Son shall not see life, but
the wrath of God abides upon him. " Many
other passages show that the Son will raise
those whom He will, those to whom the pro-
mise of life is given.

It is very comumon for men to speak of all
the people of the earth as being either the
righteous or the wicked, meaning that these
are the saved and the unsaved. But there are
wicked and slothful servants. Qur Lord also
said that some of the children of darkness
were wiser than the children of light. If
call myself righteous, then I am boasting
and have pride, which are wrong.

Some think that beaven is a great city
where the streets are paved with gold. But
the New Jerusalem, which this describes,
is not heaven, but is a city that will be on
the earth. We have no description of heaven
anywhere in the Word. Since it is a place of

spiritual blessings, material words fail.
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~-PRONOUNS -

In our study of English we learned that
a pronoun was a word used instead of a
noun., The noun for which it stood was
called the antecedent. We were taught to
have the antecedent in mind when we used
the pronoun. The scope of the pronoun was
strictly limited by the antecedent.

But with most folks this is not so when
they read their Bibles. This is especially
true of the pronouns of the second person.
No distinction is made at all, but YOU and
YE are made to apply to all and sundry who
happen to be reading the words.

One very good example of this may be
found in Rom. 10:9, 10. This is quoted most
widely as a formula for salvation today. If
that were true, then no man could be saved
unless he made some audible confession.
The deaf-mute would be barred. Not only
that, but how about the many instances of
where men have been saved by the reading
of the Woxrd all alone ? When we start with
the beginning of the chapter and find the
antecedent, we find that it is Israel. It is
not whosoever as in Jobn 3:16. Now when
Israel as a nation fulfills the requirements
of these two verses, then will a nation be
born in a day as is prophesied.

The epistle of James was written to the
12 tribes scattered abroad. When he uses
the pronoun YOU or YE there should be no
mistaking the antecedent. -

Look at Matt. 28:19. There is the great
commission given to the 11 disciples. The
words GO YE were spoken to them. You nor
I or anybody else has any right to steal a
one of these words for ourselves. Many a
person has stolen these words and thereby
has never heard what the Lord wanted him
to do in life, There is failure.

Something similar is found in Matt. 26:
26-29. Again the disciples are told to do
something. They are told to do something
in rememberance of Him with Whom they
had walked and talked about 3 1/2 years.
He was going away, but would come again.
This was to be done in remembrance till He
should come to them again. These words
cannot by the widest stretch of the imagina-
tion apply to you and me, Yet people will
shut their eyes to the facts and vainly try
to do the impossible.

Psa. 2:8 is very badly used in this re-
spect. It is a favorite for mission work.
God is speaking. He is speaking to the Son.
He would not tell you or me to break the
heathen with a rod of iron and dash them to
pieces (see the next verse)!

Always be sure of the antecedent.

TRUTH FOR YOUTH
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DEAR YOUNG FOLKS; No doubt you have
read in your history how that in centuries
past religion and science were at variance
with each other. Some of the great scientists
of the past were put to death for their dis-
coveries.

If you think that this variance is all over
these days, you have another guess coming !
There may be no violence done or any public!
executions, but religion still sticks to the |
traditions of the fathers and the supersti- |
tions of the heathen. i

It is well that you recognize these things ;
and be prepared to take them in stride. Of
course you will also recognize that there is
some difference between the proven facts of
science and theories.

Take for instance the processes of thot.
For a long time it has been known that thot
is a chemical process in the brain. The rise
in temperature of the brain has been mea -
sured in thot processes. It is also known
that pain is really in the brain and not at the
point of injury.So pain can be eliminated by
an anesthetic of some kind which will rendex
the person unconscious or will block the
nerve messages to the brain from the local
region. We also know that brain injuries
will interfere with thot and pain processes.
We would then naturally conclude that a per-
son when dead would have not thot processes
nor feel any pain.

Religion is opposed to any such conclu-
sions., Nearly all the heathen believe that
the real person is a spirit being of some
kind that inhabits a shell which they call
the body. They believe that the spirit being
does all the thinking and feeling of pain in-
dependent of the body and that when the per-
son dies, this spirit being keeps on living,
thinking and feeling. They would throw out
all the findings of science and stick to the
philosophies of Plato and Aristotle, hea-
then men who lived centuries before Christ.

But what does the Woxrd of God say about
all this ? Does it agree with sc1ence or does
it agree with religion?

"The dead know not anything'' (Eccl, 9:
5). On which side does this agree ?

"There is no work, nor device, nor
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest'"{Eccl., 9:10). :

"Man lieth down, and riseth not: till the
heavens be no more, they shall not awake,
nor be raised out of their sleep'(Job 14:12).

"All the days of my appointed time will I
wait till my change come(Job 14:14, 15).

"I shall be satisfied, when I awake with
Thy 11keneas"(Psa 17:15). WwWill you‘?

A

Sincerely in HIM, Zacan 277
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~-THE EDITOR'S DESK - )

TRUTH FOR TODAY is sent free to any-
one anywhere upon request. Foreign study
groups should have a bundle sént to one ad-
dress for distribution. It saves a great
deal on postage and handling.

TRUTH FOR TODAY Bible Class meets
each Tue. nite at the home of the editor at

7:30 EST. U R welcome.

TAPE RECORDINGS are still bemg sent
out, Keep in touch with us for your needs.

BOOQOKS by Charles H. Welch are on
hand at all times. We carry a large stock
so as to expedite your orders.

BOOCKS by E, W, Bullinger that are cur-
rently in print are also stocked. The latest
reprinted 18 The Great Cloud of Witnesses,
or Hebrews Eleven. It is $3 postpaid.

TRUTH FOR TODAY finances for June;
1356-1371 with a total of
$145.85. Expenses were $143, 05 Thanks
a lot for your help.

DID YOU FORGET to get your vol. 1 of

iAn Alphabetical Analysis by C. H. Welch?

We still have them at $2 each postpaid. It
is a very valuable reference book, We ex-
pect vol. 2 to come in soon. This is an
analysis of terms and texts used in the
study of '"Dispensational Truth.' There is
nothing quite like it on the book market.

FROM PENTECOST TO PRISON. For a
while we had a hard time keeping up with
the orders onthis last book by C, H, Welch.
But now we are getting a few copies ahead.
This is a study in Acts. It is $1.50 per
copy postpaid. A set of 59 lessons to go
with it is published by your editor. They
are 50¢ a set. You will get lessons 1-25
now and lessons 26-59 later when they-
are completed.

THE ENGLISHMAN'S GREEK CONCOR -~
DANCE is in print again. Can furnish copies
at $8.50 postpaid.

Would you like to own a complete set of
The Berean Expositor ? or maybe a set of
Things to Come ?. Write about it.

TRACTS: we have printed two of these
so far; Do You Know ?, and Dispensational

These are free. Order a supply for distri-
bution. Response from these is good.
THE DISPENSATIONAL FRONTIER
WHO THEN IS PAUL?
THE KEY OF KNOWLEDGE
THE GRAPES OF ESCHOL
These four pamphlets by C. H, Welch are
fine for distribution. Prices are 10¢each,
60¢ per dozen, 90¢ for 25, $1.50 for 50,
or $3 per hundred. They may be assorted
at these prices. Keep a supply on hand for
those who enquire about these things. They
answer many questions.

Outline of the Books of the New Testament.

-USED BOOK BARGAINS-
Hudson' Critical Greek and English Con-
cordance. Good Condition. . $2.25.
Kitto, John: Cyclopaedia of Biblical Liter-
ature. 800 pp. Good. , 3.00
Welch, C.H,: The Testimony of the Lord's
Prisoner. First Edition. Likenew. 1,00
M'Intyre, David M.: Christ the Lord. A
little faded. . 1,75
New Testament in Basic English. New
copy. Vocabulary of 850 words.
Welch, C.H.: Life Thru His Name, In
dust jacket. Slightly used. 2.00
Welch, C.H,: The Prize of the High Call- .
ing. Roughed up in shipping. 1.00
Weleh, C,H,: This Prophecy. New copy,
but roughed up in shipping. .
Wiseman, P,J.: New Discoveries in Baby~

.85

lonia about Genesis. Good. 2.00
Bagster: Commentary Wholly Biblical, 5
large volumes in leather. Fair. 8.40

Conybeare & Howson: The Life and Epistles
of St. Paul. One vol, edn. in full lea-~
ther. Small. Beautiful copy. 5.00
Hastings, James: Dictionary of the Bible.
5 vols, in one. Well illustrated. Cloth.
Fair condition. 992 pp. Fair, 4.50
Jukes, Andrew: The Law of the Offerings.
23rd impression. Very good condition.
211 pp. Good reference book. 2.00
Liddell & Scott: Greek-English Lexicon.
Leather. Worn. 3.00
Lightfoot, J,B,.: Philippians. 1883. Beau-
tiful leather binding. Spine breaking.

Popular, but scarce. 3.50
NEW BOOKS

Hislop: The Two Babylons 2.75

Anderson: The Silence of God 2.50

Anderson: The Coming Prince 3.95

Anderson: The Gospel and its Ministry. 2.50
Bagster: Interlinear NT, Pocket. 4.25
Bullinger: How to Enjoy the Bible. 5.00

TRUTH FOR TODAY
R2, WARSAW, IND.
U.5. A,

FORM 3547 REQUESTED
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