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- S T U D I E S m E P H E S I A N S - #33 
In our last study i n which we cons idered 

E p h . 2:11, 12 we left off with the exp re s s i on 
that the Genti les were at one t ime without 
God in the wor ld . Altho this was their d i s -
pensational disabi l i ty a s C h r i s t i a n s during 
Ac t s , it a l so had i ts or ig in way back i n a 
period of h istory which we find in Gen . 11, 
There God scattered the nations upon the 
face of the ea r th . In R o m . 1 we read of the 
character of the d i spers ion and why. In v . 
24 God gave them up to unc leanness . In v . 
26 God gave them up to vi le affections. In 
V . 28 God gave them over to a reprobate 
mind. 

Then God chose a nation i n Ab raham. It 
was to be nigh. It was nigh t i l l the l a s t of 
Ac t s . So during Ac t s the Jew was nighj but 
the Gentile afar off. E v e n the saved G e n 
tile was in that condition^ there was a wa l l 
of partition up. Whatever b less ing the G e n 
tile obtained, it was thru the p romise made 
to Abraham and consequently thru I s r a e l . 
He was s t i l l in the court of the Gent i l e s . 

So the Gentile was i n the wor ld . He was 
conformed to the wor ld as a people. The 
world i s the enemy of God and a l l godl iness . 
Its god i s the dev i l . It i s in h i m that the 
whole world l ieth . We a re told that the things 
of the world a re not the things of the F a t h e r . 
The rudiments or e lements of the wor ld a re 
against C h r i s t . The wor ld knows nothing of 
the work and witness of the Holy Sp i r i t . The 
elements or rudiments of the wor ld held the 
Genti les in bondage. B e l i e v e r s a re not of 
this wor ld . The world knows them not. They 
have died to the world i n Him^ for by the 
c r o s s the world i s c ruc i f i ed unto them, and 
they unto i t . 

Th i s world which had been abandoned by 
God i s characte r i zed by wickedness^ god-
l e s sne s s , and with no knowledge of God. 

These Genti les at one t ime had been 
eaergissed by the pr ince of the power of the 
a i r because they walked according to the 
age of this wor ld . 

Here we must anticipate a l i t t le , for the 
picture i s too dark to leave . It i s out of 
th®se Godless , wicked Gent i les , who had 
once been abandoned by God, that now there 
1$ a ca l l ing which i s far above a l l ca l l ings 
of any other time and p l ace . Out of this pit 
and m i r y c l ay God has saved those who a re 
some day to s it with C h r i s t at the right hand 
of God in the heavenl ies far above a l l p r i n 
cipality and power. 

It i s only by grace that any of the r ace 
was ever saved. It was by grace that I s r a e l 
W«re given the law, that they might l i v e . It 
i s super-abounding grace to us today. 

- H I D D E N WISDOM-
Most Bib le students a r e aware of the fact 

that the nations of the ea r th became so c o r 
rupt after the flood that God gave them up 
{Rom, 1). T h i s happened at the t ime of the 
d i s p e r s a l of the nations f r om Babe l . 

Then God chose a new nation i n A b r a m 
which was to be a model nation. It was to 
be a nation of p r i e s t s for the purpose of 
mediating between God and the nat ions . It 
WAS further exempli f ied to them that they 
we re to do this by the figure of the L e v i t e s 
and their re lat ion to the r e s t of the nation. 

Under the old covenant, I s r a e l fa i led i n 
God 's purpose for them. So law was added 
that they might l ive and have another chance 
under a new covenant which was p r omi sed . 
They murdered the P r i n c e of peace and r e 
fused the new covenant. Only the remnant 
r ece ived what I s r a e l sought for . Bu t s ince 
I s r a e l a s a nation did not come under the 
new covenant, the i r M e s s i a h has not r e 
turned and they have not yet become a n a 
tion of p r i e s t s . 

Dur ing the Ac t s per iod a supreme effort 
was made to br ing I s r a e l to repentance, the 
only condition by which they may be b lest 
and be a b less ing to the nat ions. In order 
that they might be a roused to j ea lousy , many 
Gent i les were graffed into the i r p r iv i l eges 
and b less ings f rom Ac t s 10 to 28:28. 

Now some have made a grave mistake 
and t r i ed to import the dispensat ion of the 
mys t e ry into the Ac t s period of t ime . One 
example , 1 C o r . 2 :6 -8 , "Howbeit we speak 
wisdom among them that a re perfect :yet 
not the wisdom of th is wor ld , nor of the 
p r inces of this wor ld , that comes to nought: 
but we speak the wisdom of God i n a m y s t e r y , 
even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained 
before the wor ld unto our g lory: which none 
of the p r inces of th is wor ld knew: for had 
they known i t , they would not have c ruc i f i ed 
I the L o r d of G l o r y . " 
' The above passage was addressed to a 
! gathering at Cor inth made up of both Jews 
I and Gent i les with the middle wa l l of p a r t i 
tion s t i l l up. P r i n c e s of this wor ld a re m e n 
tioned both before and after the word " M y s 
t e r y . " There i s nothing here about p r i n c i -

ipa l i t ies and powers i n the heaven l i e s . The 
hidden wisdom i s i n contrast with the wisdom 
of the ea r th , but i n the same sphere . 

A s rega rds the dispensation of the m y s 
te ry , we find in E p h . 3:10 that there i s a 
s pec i a l ca l l ing made to make known to the 
p r inc ipa l i t i e s and powers of the heaven l ies 
the manifold wisdom of God. The r e i s no 
common ground between this and what we 
find i n 1 C o r . 2 . It i s another c a l l i ng . 
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- O U R H O P E -
Among unthinking fundamentalists of t o 

day there i s the idea that the hope of a l l be 
l i eve r s of a l l t imes i s the second coming of 
C h r i s t . Th i s i s only par t ia l ly t rue . There 
are great multitudes who have a hope that 
i s not connected with the second coming . 

The f i r s t r e a l intimation of this i s in Job 
14. There i s a time given for the hope to be 
rea l i zed there . It i s when the heavens sha l l 
be no more (or,, become imsewn,unstitched) . 
Th i s immediately takes us back to the Rev . 
chapter 20 and the scene of the great white 
throne. We also run into the same thing when 
we read of the dying malefactor and the p r o 
mise of parad ise . Evident ly there w i l l be 
myr iads who w i l l be r a i s ed at least a thou
sand yea r s after the second coming, and 
they wi l l pass on into the new ea r th . They 
w i l l not ascend into the heavens, neither 
w i l l they have a c c e s s to the New J e r u s a l e m . 
Nevertheless,, they have a hope, but i t i s 
not connected d i rect ly with the second c o m 
ing of C h r i s t 

Then m the spec ia l m in i s t ry of P a u l to 
us Genti les after Acts we find another hope, 
or rather time of the hope. It i s when C h r i s t 
i s manifested, not on the ear th , but in the 
heavens to pr inc ipa l i t ies and powers . It i s 
a place of the unique sp i r i tua l b less ings to 
by enjoyed by those who are of the d i spensa 
tion of the mystery . There i s every reason 
to believe that this i s before the second 
coming. There may be some connection 
in that C h r i s t i s manifested in the heavens 
f i rst and there i s crowned., later to be m a n i 
fested to the earth dwel lers with many d i a 
dems King of kings and L o r d of lo rds . It 
i s also true that the hope of the ones who 
go on into the new earth i s distantly c o n 
nected with the second coming in that it 
occurs after the thousand y e a r s have been 
completed and a l l enemies put down. 

Ctf course the hope., the hope itse l f of 
a l l these, i s God manifest in f lesh in a l l 
His glory. Th i s can only come as a resu l t 
of r e su r rec t ion , for the natura l man could 
never abide such a sight. The r i s e n C h r i s t 
i s the object of adoration of a l l peoples that 
belong to H im . regard less of what family 
or dispensation they may be a part. 

Outside of C h r i s t i s no hope, no l i fe, no 
r e sur rec t ion , no p r i z e , no crown nor 
anything good that we could mention. The 
one object of the be l iever i s to see C h r i s t 
and be like Him. The greatest need of the 
Chr i s t i an i s the knowledge of H i m . 

It i s also true that immorta l i ty i s only 
for those that a i e m C h r i s t . It i s the gift 
of God,, it cannot be earned by works . 

- T H E S E C O N D D E A T H -
Th i s subject can br ing up a multitude of 

questions. Some of them we w i l l l i s t h e r e . 
We do not purpose to answer them, but on 
the contrary would rather that you would 
think on them and come to your own c o n 
c lus ions . 

Was Adam ever warned of the second 
death? Did God t e l l Adam that he would 
have to die twice i f he s inned? Or once? 

Did any of the Old Testament w r i t e r s 
know anything of the second death? I s there 
any evidence of it in the Book? 

The f i r s t re ference to the second death 
i s i s Rev . 2; 11, Since this i s the f i r s t r e 
ference (a l l r e fe rences are in the same 
book with the possible exception of Mat. 25 
where it i s not d i rect ly named) could i t be 
that it i s something that has to do only with 
the day of the L o r d ? May there be some 
coBtnection between it and the m a r k of the 
bea s t? A l l re fe rences should be r ead . 

In the same book i n which we find re -
ference to the second death, we a l so have 
mention of the second r e s u r r e c t i on . Does 
that imply that some must go thru two r e 
su r rec t ions ? Or i s it true that one group 
goes thru the f i r s t r e su r r e c t i on and another 
thru the second ? C a n it be that some may 
die the f i r s t death and some others die the 
second death? 

Why w i l l some t ry to commit suicide (the 
f i r s t death) in order to evade the second 
death? I s there any compar ison of the s e 
cond death and the death by the flood at the 
time of Noah ? Those who had died before 
the flood did not have to be r e su r r e c t ed to 
die again in i t , did they ? 

What would be the profit to r a i s e men 
and then have them die aga in? Would it help 
those who were so t reated? Would it add to 
the glory of God ? 

If it be true that those who have not be -
l ieved are r a i s e d , then there i s life outside 
of C h r i s t ? If C h r i s t i s the f i r s t f ru i ts of them 
that slept, does it not follow that a l l the r e 
sur rected ones w i l l be l ike H i m ? 

If the dying twice i s the portion of the u n 
be l iever , then what of those p r inces of 
Babylon mentioned in J e r . 51s39,57 who 
go into perpetual sleep and never awake ? 
How about those in I s a . 26; 14? 

If the unbel iever i s to be r a i s e d , then 
what about John 3:36 ? C a n i t be true ? 

Some prefer to believe that a l l w i l l be 
r a i s ed and given l i fe, but what about those 
who have pe r i shed? Wi l l they not be among 
the m i s s i n g ? 

We may not be able to definitely answer 
a l l these, but they a re worth cons ider ing . 
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T R U T H F O R Y O U T H 
1 T i m . 4:12. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * E p h . 5:1. 

- G A I N AND G O D L M E S S -
WhenPau l , the apostle, wrote to a young 

preacher ca l led Timothy, he sa id something 
about what occupies the minds and hea r t s of 
so many today. P a u l sa id that some folks 
made the great mistake of supposing that i f 
a person prospered he was a godly pe r son . 
He a lso told Timothy not to have anything to 
do with such persons for they were d e s t i 
tute of the truth. Rather strong language ! 

There was a t ime when a man who feared 
God and gave of h i s goods as a tithe had the 
promise of p rosper i ty . Moses made i t c l e a r 
to the ch i ldren of I s r a e l that such would be 
their lot i f they obeyed God. 

But when Pau l wrote to Timothy, there 
had been a change of dispensation. No longer 
could a man be guaranteed prosper i ty i f he 
feared God and paid a t ithe, Then the fact 
that a man was prosperous was no s ign that 
he was a godly man or r ighteous. So it i s t o 
day. Now this young p reacher might have 
had a mind to patronize the r i c h so that the 
church would get more money (and he might 
get h i s sa l a ry r a i s ed ) . Not that anybody 
would think of such a th ing ! But Timothy i s 
told to stay away f rom any who even would 
believe that gain was godl iness. 

Then Pau l follows with the statement that 
godliness with contentment i s great gain. 
How did Timothy take that ? He must have 
taken it we l l . Y e a r s later P a u l wrote to 
him again and comonended h i m . How would 
a modern preacher take i t today? I have had 
it reported to me that some do not approve. 
They do not like the theory of "pie in the 
sky bye -and -bye " a s they c a l l i t . They say 
they want the i rs now ! P au l s ays having food 
and rainment let us therewith be content. 
M y ! can ' t the p reacher have even a nice 
new c a r l ike the r e s t ? No, Timothy; we 
brot nothing into this world, and it i s c e r 
tain we can c a r r y nothing out. They that 
wish to be r i c h f a l l into temptation and a 
snare , and into many foolish and hurtful 
lus t s , which drown men i n l o s s and d e s t r u c 
tion of a l l their wo rks . 

Then Pau l adds that the love of money i s 
a root of a l l e v i l and has been the cause of 
many e r r i ng f rom the faith. He ends by t e l l 
ing Timothy to flee these things and follow 
after r ighteousness, godl iness, faith, love, 
patience, meekness . 

Of course you may say that these a re 
just for the p r eache r . But wait a minute. 
The preacher i n not only to t e l l us what to 
do, but he i s to set an example ! P a u l ' s 
doctrine and manner of life were a lways 
consistent. Ijet us seek things usefxil for 
the L o r d , not for our own p l easure . 

D E A R Y O U N G F O L K S : Here i t i s most 
school t ime aga in ! And what do we have to 
go to school for anyway? I t ' s no fun sitting 
a l l day and t ry ing to l e a r n such un in te r e s t 
ing things a s E n g l i s h and H i s to ry and what 
not. Why can ' t we have a l ittle fun? 

But let us go way back i n P r o v e r b s and 
see what the Word has to say about our p r e 
par ing for the future. Chapter 6 v e r s e 6. 
Now you t h a t ^ i s e and take L a t i n when you 
can w i l l find i t thus: Vade ad f o r m i c a m , O 
piger , et cons idera v i a s e ins et d i sce s a p i -
ent iam. I hope this i s r ight a s I do not have 
i t at hand and so quote f rom m e m o r y . But 
i t s a y s . Go to the ant, thou s luggard; c o n 
s ide r he r ways and be w i s e . Then follows 
the fact that she looks ahead and provides 
food and h a r v e s t for winter and drought. 

Then you w i l l s ay . What i n the wor ld 
does that have to do with me ? Wel l , jus t 
about everything. In this changing wor ld 
i n which you and I have been forced to l i ve , 
i t i s getting to be a great struggle to e a r n 
a l iv ing . No longer can jus t any dub f a r m . 
F a r m i n g i s getting to be a sc ience and the 
competition i s dr iv ing many out of the b u 
s i n e s s . I l ive on a f a r m and I know a l ittle 
about some of th i s . It i s equal ly true of 
anything you may w i sh to do these days . 
The old rule that m an s h a l l eat h i s b read 
i n the sweat of h i s face s t i l l holds good for 
most of u s . 

I t might be that some day you would l ike 
to be in the L o r d ' s s e r v i c e . It i s w e l l that 
you be a s much prepared as poss ib le . A s we 
look into the Bible we find that two of the 
greatest c h a r a c t e r s in i t were we l l educated 
m e n . Moses , the greatest of the old t e s t a 
ment was a s we l l educated a s i t was poss ib le 
i n those days . He was brot up i n the courts 
of Egypt for 40 y e a r s . Then he f inished or 
took a post graduate course tending sheep i n 
the back side of the de se r t . The re he had a 
course in meekness and pat ience . 

In the new testament we find that P a u l 
was a l so an educated m a n . Had the f inest 
theological tra ining that the t imes could a f 
ford, God can use such men i f they w i l l be 
meek and humble and let God use them. 

A wel l - rotmded education i s a fine beg in 
ning for anyone. But don't let i t go to your 
head. Educat ion i f a tra ining for s e r v i c e , 
not for m a s t e r y over others . In fact no one 
i s fit to ru le o f fe rs t i l l he has become the 
m a s t e r of h imse l f . A l s o the m a s t e r has more 
respons ib i l i ty than the se rvant . 

So r em em be r that e v e r y day spent i n the 
school room i s just another step toward 
usefu laess both to God and m a n . ^ 

S ince re l y i n H IM , ^ t i c ^ V ^ g . 
AOS 



- T H E E D I T O R ' S D E S K -
C O R R E C T I O N : Go k to page 1 and 

change the date fr f^C^\igust to July 1956. 
We had the f i r r (j^ge part ly printed before 
the mistake was d i scovered . 

THANX; To a l l of you who have been so 
kind as to notify us when you change your 
address . It saves us t ime and money. 

E I G H T Y E A R S ; Th i s i s No. 96 and the 
end of eight yea r s of the publishmg of T F T . 
Some of you have been with us f rom the 
very f i r s t . In that time many have been la id 
away to r e s t , many who encouraged us and 
were faithful in the proclamation of the 
Word. Many new ones have joined u s . We 
are glad for the kindness and help of a l l in 
makmg known what i s t ruthfor today. P r a y 
that we may continue m the work and that 
our efforts may be better. We like to hear 
from a l l of you and what you think. 

B I B L E C L A S S : S t i l l meets at the home 
of the editor each Tue . mte at TsSO. Our 
course of 59 studies in Ac t s w i l l end D e c . 
4th at present rate of p rog re s s . Others 
who would like the set of questions for this 
study which i s based on " F r o m Pentecost 
to P r i s o n " by C h a r l e s H . Welch may have 
them for 50< postpaid. The 59 l e s sons , if 
used with the text, w i l l give a thoro study 
m Acts for individuals and c l a s s e s . 

MR . C H A R L E S H . W E L C H might be 
prevai led upon to make another v i s i t to the 
U . S . A . next yea r , 1 say MIGHT B E ! Do you 
want h i m ? If such a tr ip were made, it i s 
l ikely that meetings would be held in 4 or 
5 main centers If you are interested in 
this,, write right now. 

S T A M P S : F r o m time to time some of our 
good friends from foreign countries have 
sent us stamps and 1st day cove r s of var ious 
k inds . These were for us to s e l l and use the 
proceeds for T F T . We have little knowledge 
of stamps,and their ma rke t s . If any of our 
friends could help to dispose of these, we 
would be very grate luL 

C A T A L O G A new catalog of the books 
produced by the Be rean Publishing T r u s t 
has recently been i ssued along with a p r i ce 
l i s t and order fo rm Ask for one if you are 
interested. Reviews- of the books a re given 
along with some i l lustrat ions The front 
cover i s a drawing of the inter ior of the 
Chapel of the Opened Book m London. 

T R U T H F O R T O D A Y Publ ished monthly 
and sent free to anyone anywhere upon r e 
quest. Send us names of fr iends that might 
be interested. P lease print a l l names and 
addresses plainly. 

J U L Y F I N A N C E S : Receipt Nos. 1372-
1399 with a total of $220.83 Expenses were 
$162.83, These reports w i l l be discontinued 
except where individuals request them. 

T A P E S : The following tapes by C . H . 
Welch may be borrowed or we w i l l make 
up copies for you on fine quality tape for 
$3.50 per 7 " r e e l , or $2 , per 5 " r e e l . 
W l . Right D i v i s i on . 5 " r e e l only. 
W2, 4 short addresses on one side and one 

complete address on the other. 
X W l to XW8 . 16 messages made in U . S . A . 

during 1955. F r o m 45 to 60 Min . each . 
32 -50 . 19 l e ssons i n E p h . plus one address 

by M r . Imberg . C o v e r s E p h . 1-3 only. 
6 - 7 . C o l . 3 :1 -4 . Matt. 24. 
8 - 9 . 1 T h e s s . 4. God Has Spoken. 
14-18. 5 l essons i n Dan ie l . 2 1/2 r e e l s . 
19-30. 9 l essons i n Rev . 4 1/2 r e e l s . 

We a re a little slow and t ry your p a 
tience at t imes with the tapes, but we t ry 
to keep them going. L e t us know your de 
s i r e s in these and we w i l l do our best . 
When returning tapes, r emembe r that up 
to the end of 3rd zone the rate i s 4^ for 1 
pound and 1̂  for each additional pound. Do 
not pay m o r e . S e c . 135. 14 P L & I t , 

- B O O K S -
Anderson; The Coming P r i n c e $3,95 

" Gospe l and i ts M in i s t ry 2. 50 
Si lence of God 2.50 

Bagster ; E n g . Heb. & Cha ld . C o n . 17.50 
" E n g . G r eek Concordance 8.50 

L X X with E n g l i s h T r a n s . 6 .30 
" Ana ly t i ca l G r . Lex i con . 4 .25 
" Inter l inear G r . N T 4 .25 

Bul l inger ; How to En joy the Bible 5.00 
" Number i n Scr ipture 5.00 

Witness of the S ta r s 4 .25 
" G rea t Cloud of Witnesses 3.00 
" The G i ve r and H i s Gifts 2 .65 
" 2 Natures i n Ch i ld of God .60 

His lop; The Two Baby Ions 2 .75 
Jukes ; L a w of the Offerings 2.50 
Wi l l i ams ; Student's Commentary 9 ,95 
Vine; E x p . Diet , of N T Words 9.50 

T R U T H F O R T O D A Y 
R2 , Warsaw, Ind. 
U . S . A . 
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